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FATHER BRATSO’S LETTER TO THE PARISH 

Драги Парохијани и Пријатељи, 

Христос васкрсе! 

Надам се да сте сви у добром 
здрављу, физичком и духовном, 
у ове светле дане Христовог 
васкрсења које проводимо у 
карантини, тј. физички далеко 
једни од других, али, свакако не 
духовно. 

  Радост Васкрсења 
Христовог је са нама и она нам 
даје снаге да се боримо са овим 
новонасталим околностима са 
којима се суочавамо. 
Новонастале животне 
околности су управо то, настале 
као резултат простом оку 
невидљивог светског 
непријатеља Корона вирус. Не 
бих се бавио постојећим 
теоријама од куда је вирус 
дошао нити зашто. Или пак да 
намећем неке своје теорије о 
узроцима или сличним 
питањима која воде у недоглед 
и нису на духовну корист. Но 
међутим, знам и требам да се 
бавим са ефектима самог вируса 
на наше духовно здравље. 

  Пре свега, једна од 
последица Корона вируса је 
страх. Шта више, страх који 
долази од нечега нама 
непознатог, а који је 
агментиран са дневном вешћу 
и сликама оболелих људи или 
оних који умиру од Короне 
вируса, може само да се 
повећава, уколико ми још више 
излажемо своје очи, уши и ум 
таквим сликама и вестима. 
Наравно, не желим да поричем 
страх као емотивни одговор 

нашег бића на новонасталу 
ситуацију, него напротив, да га 
препознамо као таквог, и да га 
усмеримо на адаптивну улогу 
коју он има, као и на мотивацију 
доношења конкретних 
делатних смерница за 
поболшање тренутне ситуације. 

  Дакле, да кренемо са 
разматрањем догађаја пред 
само страдање Христово. Како 
су свети апостоли реаговали на 
привођење Христово 
првосвештеницима и Пилату од 
стране наоружаних војника? Па, 
од страха сви су се разбежали. 
Апостол Петар се одрекао 
Христа три пута. Једино је 
најмлађи ученик, апостол Јован, 
са Пресветом Богородицом и 
пар жена остао у близини 
распећа да гледају свршетак (ср. 
Св. Јован 18, 12-27; 19, 25-27).  

  Даље, у први дан недеље, 
дан васкрсења, мироносице су 
устале рано и кренуле ка гробу 
Христовом са миром да помажу 
тело његово, и за чудо, управо 
оне, које су уложиле огроман 
труд и жртву из љубави према 

Господу, бивају прве које 
примају вест о Господњем 
васкрсењу. Са великом радошћу 
оне хитају ка ученицима 
Господњим да им саопште ту 
најрадоснију вест. Управо та 
вест и нама данас доноси утеху, 
наду и радост у узбурканом 
мору нашег живота. Морамо 
чинити велики напор да нам та 
вест не буде потиснута вестима 
које добијамо преко разних 
медија, а које нису мотивисане 
љубављу према Господу и 
жељом за наше спасење, него 
напротив, неким уским 
људским жељама мотивисаним 
грехом прожетим умовима и 
срцима. Све то изазива страх и 
контролу, а не слободу за коју 
смо ми створени. 

  Драги моји, у оним 
најтежим моментима нашег 
живота, када су наша вера, 
смиреност, нада, па чак и љубав 
једних према другима, према 
Божијој творевини, кушани и 
тестирани, тада заиста, видимо 
колико смо снажни и одлучни 
на пожртвовање и колика нам је 
љубав. Тада исто тако видимо 
своје слабости и греховност, али 
исто тако и снагу  и истрајност у 
добром за које нисмо знали да 
поседујемо. Зашто? Па зато што 
нам та снага и истрајност 
долази од Господа. А то значи, 
да нас Господ није оставио. 
Напротив, Он је са нама баш у 
тим најтежим моментима. 

  Оно што је пред нама је 
повратак у редовне животне 
активности које смо због 
карантине суспендовали на 
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одређено време. У то спада и наш 
повратак на редовна 
богослужења и учешће на Светој 
Литургији, као и осталим 
парохијским активностима. Како 
ће све то да се одвија, тренутно, 
није одређено, али, као и до сада, 
ми ћемо пратити упутства 
сандијешког центра за здравље, 
локалних и државних власти, 
молећи се Господу да их Он 
умудри и води, те да они воде 
народ наше општине и државе 
као добри чланови цивилне 
власти свесни своје историјске 
одговорности у овом датом 
моменту. 

  Сви нам недостајете у 
нашем дивном храму Св. 
Великомученика Георгија. 
Недостају нам гласови деце и 
њихово појање у храму и весело 
играње у дворишту црквеног 
имања, наше вредне сестре које 
са великом љубављу спремају 
ручкове, наш хор који поје песме 
хвале Господу, и сви ви који 
својим присуством у учешћем, 
као жива црква Христова, 
сведочите Његово присуство у 
овоме свету.  

  До скорог виђења, делења 
заједничке трпезе, учешћа у 
нашим богослужењима, остајте 
ми сви у добром здрављу и 
духовном расположењу, знајући 
да сте у мојим свакодневним 
молитвама. 

  Хвала вам на старању о 
нашој цркви које и даље 
несебично чините. 

Христос васкрсе! Ваистину 
васкрсе! 

Са молитвама и љубављу, Ва, 

Протојереј Братислав Брацо 
Кршић 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

Christ is risen! 

 I hope that you are all in 
good health, both physically and 
spiritually, in these bright days of 
Christ's resurrection that we spend 
in quarantine, i.e. physically far 
from each other, but certainly not 
spiritually. 

               The joy of the Resurrection 
of Christ is with us and it gives us 
the strength to deal with the new 
circumstances that we face. Newly 
created circumstances of life are 
just that, new circumstances and a 
result of the invisible world enemy, 
the corona virus. I would not ad-
dress the existing theories as to 
where the virus came from or why. 
There is plenty of that out there. I 
will, however, talk about the effects 
of the virus itself on our spiritual 
well-being. 
               First of all, one consequence 
of the corona virus is fear. What is 
more, this fear comes from some-
thing unfamiliar to us, which is aug-
mented with daily news and images 
of sick people and those dying from 
the Corona virus. This fear will only 
increase if we expose our eyes, ears 
and minds to such images and 
news. Of course I do not want to 
deny fear as an emotional response 
to being in a new situation, but on 
the contrary, to recognize it as such, 
and to direct it to the adaptive role 
it plays to motivate the adoption of 
concrete actionable guidelines for 
improving the current situation. 
               So, let's start by looking at 
the events before the very suffering 
of Christ. How did the holy apostles 
react to the arrest of Christ in the 
Gethsemane garden by armed 
soldiers? Well, out of fear, everyone 

ran away. The apostle Peter denied 
Christ three times. Only the 
youngest disciple, the Apostle John, 
with the Most Holy Theotokos and a 
couple of women, remained near 
the crucifixion to witness the end 
(cf. St. John 18:12-27; 19:25-27). 
               Furthermore, on the first 
day, Sunday, the day of the 
resurrection, the myrrhbearing 
women rose early and went to the 
tomb of Christ to anoint his 
body.  Miraculously, it was they 
who made the great effort and 
sacrifice out of love for the Lord, 
who were the first to receive the 
news of the resurrection of the 
Lord. It is with great joy that they 
rushed to the disciples of the Lord 
to tell them this most joyous news. 
It is this news that brings us 
comfort, hope and joy in the 
turbulent sea of our lives today. We 
must make a great effort not to be 
discouraged by the news we 
receive through various media 
sources now, not motivated by the 
love of the Lord and the desire for 
our salvation, but rather by some 
narrow human desires motivated 
by sin. All of this causes fear, 
allowing ‘others’ to control us, not 
the freedom for which we were 
created. 
               My dear ones, in these most 
difficult moments of our lives, when 
our faith, humility, hope, and even 
love for one another, towards God's 
creation, are tried and tested, then 
we really see how strong and deter-
mined we are to sacrifice and how 
much we are to love. Then we also 
see our weaknesses and sinfulness, 
as well as our strengths and perse-
verance in the good we did not 
know we possessed. Why? 
 

Continued on page 18. 
 



 5 

ST. GEORGE 2020 GRADUATES (more to follow) 

 

Krstana Jojic graduat-
ed summa cum laude 
with  

Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing  

from Arizona State 
University.  God bless!  

Stefan and Nikola Zivkovic have both graduated from SDSU. They have graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Kinesiology with an emphasis in Pre-Physical Therapy. Due to these very difficult and uncertain 
times, they will be taking a year off and when the situation improves find work in their field. 

In 2021 they will continue their education in a doctorate program to earn their DPT.  We know they will 
be successful in all they do and wish them all the very best.  Ziveli!! 

C 
ongratulations              
Graduates! 
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I left San Diego on the 2nd of Feb-
ruary for Belgrade.  Upon arrival, I 
found my Airbnb room and located  
the soup kitchen.  The kitchen was 
about a 200 meter straight line 
distance from the place I was stay-
ing.  So transportation was an easy 
walk.   

Since I do not speak Serbian, 
my duties covered the only 
task that did not have inter-
action with the people using 
the soup kitchen.  I was able 
to excel at dish washing, 
scrubbing pots and pans, 
bringing in the soup contain-
ers and taking out the gar-
bage.  My day started at 
about  0930, bringing in 
bread and cleaning anything 
that had been left over.  Large 
containers filled with soup 
would arrive later from a 
kitchen in Zemun which 
would be served later.  In the 
kitchen, they did cook soy 
products that would be deep 
fried or served as a meat sub-
stitute with noodles.   Cab-
bage salad was also served 
two or three times a week.  After 
all had sat down and had lunch, 
the remaining would be given out. 

There was always extra soup and 
other items that were served that 
day that would be given out.  The 
church had provided plastic pales 
with lids that were used to store 
the soup for the trip home.  Bread 
was also distributed  and some 

times juice in plastic bottles. 

A majority of the people at the 
soup kitchen were elderly that had 
a fixed pension and needed help to 
get by.  At times we had ‘street 
punks’ come in as well as refugees 
passing through Serbia.  Often we 
had a large numbers of Gypsies 

that would come, but that would 
only be every other week or so.    

I had planned to volunteer for 8 
weeks and in the 6th week, I was 
informed that the kitchen would 
close due to a national emergency, 
which was the virus from Com-
munist China.  The next day all air-
ports, buses and train service in 
Serbia were suspended and closed.  

The next day curfew went into ef-
fect and you could not be on the 
streets from 8pm until 5am.  I was 
still able to go to the store and 
bakery and some restaurants re-
mained open, restaurants with 
take out orders only.  However, 
the volume of business had fallen 
enough that most closed. 

The kitchen then turned into a 
delivery service for those 
which we could serve.  Food 
was taken to people that called 
for it from the church.  Since I 
did not speak the language or 
have a car to deliver, I could 
only help load stuff up.  Using 
vans and cars, the mission con-
tinued, be it, at a slower pace.  
However, a majority of the 
people we served lived in Dor-
cel so delivery was in the local 
area.  And for once it was not 
impossible  to find a parking 
spot. 

While there, I met friends that 
I can not wait to return and 
see.  The staff was very friend-
ly as well as the other volun-

teers.  The volunteers put in all the 
physical work and cooking.  It was 
a trip worth taking and I look for-
ward to going again.  

By Criss Dizzick 

PHILANTHROPY MISSION TO BELGRADE, SERBIA 
Criss Constantine Dizick spent close to two months in Belgrade  

working at a soup kitchen of the Serbian Orthodox Church 

Верско добротворно 
старатељствo (ВДС)  

хуманитарна је организација која 
делује у оквиру Српске православне 
цркве. 

Прво ВДС је основано 
при Архиепископији београдско-
карловачкој и отпочело је са 
радом 1967. по благослову 
тадашњег патријарха српског 
Германа. Данас, ВДС постоје и у 
другим епархијама Српске 
православне цркве. 

 381 11 2182 776 

 Улица Француска 31, I спрат 
 sekretar@starateljstvo.rs 

 

https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%86%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%86%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%90%D1%80%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0_%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%90%D1%80%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0_%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%85_%D1%81%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8_%D0%93%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%9F%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%85_%D1%81%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8_%D0%93%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BD
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%86%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0
https://sr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%86%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%B2%D0%B0
mailto:sekretar@starateljstvo.rs
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Standing before an overflow crowd 

of troops, family and friends, base 

commander Col. Nick Ducich (on 

January 11, 2020)  accepted a pro-

motion to the rank of Brigadier 

General in front of the 40th Infantry 

Division headquarters at the Joint 

Forces Training Base in Los Alami-

tos. 

 

While Ducich has made quick pro-

gress as commander at JFTB, he 

also earned widespread communi-

ty support. Nevertheless, the Na-

tional Guard on Saturday made of-

ficial an announcement that 

Ducich, as a General, would soon 

be transferred to Washington, D.C. 

“Col. Ducich has shown leadership 

with every assignment, including 

leading troops into combat,” said 

Major General David Baldwin, the 

Adjutant General of the California 

Military Department, who presid-

ed over the ceremony. 

 

“By special order from headquar-

ters, the Department of the Army 

and the Air Force National Guard 

bureau, the President of the United 

States, upon the recommendation 

of the Secretary of the Army, has 

bestowed special trust and confi-

dence in the patriotism, fidelity 

and abilities of Col Ducich. In view 

of these qualities and his potential 

for increased responsibility, Col. 

Nick Ducich is therefore promoted 

to the rank of Brigadier General.” 

 

Ducich, who joined the guard in 

1988, comes from a military fami-

ly. His mother and father emigrat-

ed from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Commanding a recent NATO mis-

sion, Ducich became the first Serbi-

an American to ever command 

troops in a Balkan country. 

 

Ducich on Saturday thanked the 

many Serbian families  who, for 

some of them, “have driven many 

miles” watch a truly historic occa-

sion. According to the U.S. Army, 

fewer than eight percent of all ser-

vice members advance to the rank 

of Colonel and less than one per-

cent ever achieve the rank of Brig-

adier General. 

 

Ducich also thanked his wife Kris-

tina and their three children 

(Natalija, Luke and Ivan), recalling 

with emotion how supportive his 

young children had been as they 

followed daddy’s career around 

the world. “Of all my titles,” said 

Ducich, “I’m most proud of being 

called dad.” 

 

Throughout it all, Ducich said he 

felt the “love of the family’s 

‘strength and support.’” 
 
Gen. Ducich’s new assignment  

involves a prestigious command 

associated with the Pentagon’s 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

 

Congratulations to BG Ducich! 

Mnogaja Ljeta! 

 
Adopted from: https://event-

newsenterprise.com/  
Written by David  N. Young 

COLONEL NICK DUCICH PROMOTED TO  BRIGADIER GENERAL 

https://event-newsenterprise.com/
https://event-newsenterprise.com/
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PATRIARCHAL PASCHAL ENCYCLICAL 2020 

The Serbian Orthodox Church 
to her spiritual children at Pascha, 2020 

+IRINEJ 

By the Grace of God 

Orthodox Archbishop of Pec, Metropolitan of Belgrade Karlovci and Serbian Patriarch, with all the Hierarchs 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church to all the clergy, monastics, and all the sons and daughters of our Holy 

Church: grace, mercy and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, with the 
joyous    Paschal greeting: 

 

Christ is Risen! 

This is the day of Resurrection; let us 
be illumined by the feast! 

Let us embrace each other joyously! 
Let us say even to those 

who hate us: Let us forgive all by the 
Resurrection;  

and so let us cry: Christ is risen from 
the dead,  

trampling down death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestow-

ing life! 
[The Stichera of Pascha from Mat-

ins] 

Here we are, dear brothers and sis-
ters and dear spiritual children, in 
the festivity and joy of the great 
Feast Day: Pascha. Today is the 
Feast Day of the Resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us re-
joice and celebrate! Pascha is our 
greatest feast day, the feast of the 
victory of Life over death, God over 
Satan, Man, in Christ Jesus, over sin. 
Christ is risen from the dead! Let us 
say it to all and make glad all and 
everyone, even those who hate 
Him, the Resurrected God Man, and 
us, His inheritance here on earth, 
and those who do not believe and 

still doubt that He is the Redeemer 
and Savior of the world. 

Brothers and sisters and dear spir-
itual children, the essence of the 
mystery of Christ’s Resurrection is 
this, that “He Who Is,” is at the 
same time both the Son of God and 
the Son of man, and He has already 
on the Cross on Great and Holy Fri-
day, and finally on this day of the 
Resurrection, conquered Satan and 
defeated his rule and power. Death 
and Hades are defeated. The Holy 
Apostle Paul in victorious elation 
asks: “Death, where is your sting? 
Hades, where is your victory?” St. 
Basil the Great, archbishop of Cap-
padocia, contemplating the mys-
tery of the Resurrection, further 
explains the words of the Holy 
Apostle Paul by saying that the 
Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself in 
our place to death, “which had kept 
us who were sold to sin in slavery, 
and having descended through the 
Cross into hades, sundered the 
chains of death; and rose on the 
third day, opening to all the path-
way to resurrection from the dead. 

He, Christ the Lord,” says Saint Bas-
il, “has become the First Fruit of the 
dead, the First-Born from the dead, 
so that He can be everything and 
all, being the first in everything.” 

Amazed at the wonderful Resurrec-
tion from the tomb, the church poet 
sings, "Lord, how you were born of 
the Blessed Virgin and how you 
were raised from the tomb, we do 
not know, but we glorify You as 
Savior and Redeemer." Celebrating 
with him the Resurrection of 
Christ, we are also amazed at this 
great mystery and sing: "Christ is 
risen from the dead! Trampling 
down death by death and upon 
those in the tombs bestowing life!” 
Like the sons of Israel, who when 
they had crossed the Red Sea gave 
thanks and praise to God; we like-
wise, brothers and sisters and dear 
spiritual children, having gone 
through the sadness and sorrow of 
Great and Holy Friday and Satur-
day, and finding ourselves in the 
joy of the Resurrection, we bring 
praise to God and exclaim: glory to 
You, O Lord, our Savior and our Re-
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deemer, who saves us from the 
power of sin, death and the devil! 

In the truth of the Risen Christ, 
who appeared to the myrrhbearing 
women, the apostles and others, 
we stand and we are! The resur-
rected Lord Jesus Christ is the un-
wavering Foundation of not only 
our faith and our Church, but our 
entire exist-
ence and all 
that is. The Ho-
ly Apostle Paul 
said: "If Christ 
is not resur-
rected, then 
our faith is in 
vain, our hope 
is in vain, we 
are still under 
sin!" In the 
Resurrection is 
found the 
meaning of all 
that exists, and 
without the 
Resurrection, 
everything, 
even life itself, 
is meaningless. The mystery of the 
Incarnation of God, the Logos, that 
is, His birth in Bethlehem and His 
suffering as the Lamb of God in Je-
rusalem, as well as all that hap-
pened not only in Jerusalem and 
Judea, but throughout the entire 
history of the world, is revealed in 
the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.               

We, brothers and sisters, the Christ
-bearing Serbian people, view our-
selves and our history in the light 
of the Resurrection of Christ. We 
are  people of the Cross and Resur-
rection. We suffer with Christ, and 
with Him we resurrect. All of our 
history is cross-bearing and Christ-

resurrectional, located between 
Golgotha and the Resurrection. 
Last year, we celebrated the grand 
jubilee, the eight hundred years of 
autocephaly of our Church. In that 
jubilee, we have looked at the 
breadth, depth and height of our 
existence for the past eight hun-
dred years. This year of the Bless-
ing of the Lord, we are celebrating 

the 100th anniversary of the resto-
ration of the status of the Patriar-
chate of our Church. After the Gol-
gotha suffering by our people and 
our Church in the 19th century and 
in the first decades of the 20th cen-
tury, the Metropolitanates  and Di-
oceses of our Church, fragmented 
into the territories of previous em-
pires and states, merged into a sin-
gle Serbian Orthodox Church, thus 
restoring our ancient Patriarchate 
of Pec. It was a blessing from God 
to our people and our Church for 
our -- until then unprecedented -- 
suffering and demonstrated endur-
ance. Perhaps, the Holy Martyr 
Deacon Avakum has expressed it 

the best when, refusing to re-
nounce the Orthodox Faith in the 
face of torture and dreadful death, 
exclaimed, "The Serb belongs to 
Christ, and rejoices in death!" God 
has blessed our unity in the battle 
for the victory of truth and justice. 
With the grace of the Holy Spirit 
and with the strength of unwaver-
ing faith, hope and love, we have 

restored the 
Patriarchate 
of Pec over 
the entire 
area inhabit-
ed by Ortho-
dox Serbs, to 
the joy of our 
ancestors, 
and to the 
delight of us 
all.               

Previously, 
dear spiritual 
children, like 
ancient Isra-
el, we have 
passed 
through Gol-

gothas and terrors, across the blue 
seas and their depths, and then ex-
perienced freedom and unity. The 
Golgothas and Resurrections of our 
history tell us that we must never, 
even on Great and Holy Friday, lose 
faith and hope in God. Wasn't the 
year of 1915 the Great Friday in 
our recent history? Wasn't 1916 
the year of our Albanian Golgotha? 
And didn't 1917 look like our fu-
neral and burial in "blue graves"? 
And behold the miracles! The very 
next year, 1918, was the year of 
our victory; the year our freedom 
and of our resurrection, and 1920 
was the year of our church and 
spiritual renewal.               
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Looking at this marvelous work of 
God in our history, we can exclaim 
with the Psalmist: Great are You, O 
Lord, and Your works are marvel-
ous, and there is no word sufficient 
to hymn Your wonders! Truly mi-
raculous are the events of the liber-
ation and unification of our people, 
which preceded the restoration of 
our church unity and our Patriar-
chate. All of 
us are inexo-
rably re-
minded of 
the miracu-
lous deliver-
ance of the 
children of 
Israel fr 
Egypt, their 
wandering 
through the 
Sinai, and 
their enter-
ing into the 
Promised 
Land. Unfor-
tunately, af-
ter all that, 
we again, 
through our 
own and 
others' guilt, found ourselves at a 
historical crucifixion, and by the 
grace of God, once again, resurrect-
ed... And so, behold, to this 
day!               

As we celebrate the Resurrection of 
Christ, let us remember, dear spir-
itual children, our brothers and our 
sisters in our martyred Kosovo and 
Metohija! Let us pray for them that 
the Lord gives them the strength 
that, through their endurance of 
every injustice and tribulation, they 
may work out their own and our 
salvation, that they may never lose 
faith in the ultimate victory of the 

Good, and that they may believe 
that the Lord, God of mercy and 
goodness, is always with them and 
with all who follow God's 
ways!               

Likewise, brothers and sisters, we 
remember our brothers and our 
sisters in Montenegro who suffer 
great lawlessness and injustice.  

 Lawless ''laws '' have abol-
ished truth and justice in Montene-
gro. The once proud and admirable 
Montenegro, known for its valor 
and heroism, today seeks to take 
away from our Church what has 
been hers for centuries, what the 
entire Serbian people, with their 
bishops, clergy and monastics, have 
built and created. The sanctuaries 
of Montenegro, many of them older 
than Montenegro itself, are the 
sanctuaries of the people, and in 
them the Holy Liturgy is being sung 
and will continue to be sung 
throughout the centuries, by the 
prayers of Saint Basil of Ostrog, 

Saint Peter of Cetinje, the holy new 
martyrs who suffer at the unbroth-
erly hands of ‘domestic’ people who 
wage war against God, and through 
the prayers of all the holy people of 
God. 

Let us remember today our mar-
tyred brethren in Syria, Iraq, and 
around the world, all those who 

suffer from 
human in-
justice and 
greed! One 
of the most 
beautiful 
and most 
important 
countries in 
the world - 
Syria - has 
been nearly 
destroyed 
by evil and 
violence. 
Let us pray 
today for all 
of them and 
for all suf-
fering peo-
ple that the 
Lord will 

deliver them out of the hands of un-
righteous people! 

Today we especially remember and 
wholeheartedly greet with, Christ is 
risen, our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine, led by their Metropolitan 
Onufri, all metropolitans, archbish-
ops and bishops, monastics and 
clergy, who are victims of the un-
ecclesiastical, indiscriminate and 
self-serving actions of our time! Let 
us pray for those who are suffering 
and entrust them to the Risen 
Christ Himself to save them and de-
liver them from the hands of the 
lawless! 
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Dear brothers and sisters and dear 
spiritual children,               

This year, we are arriving at and 
celebrating Pascha under difficult 
circumstances, in such distress as 
in which we have rarely welcomed 
and celebrated it in the past. We 
live in the days of a pandemic 
which has suddenly befallen hu-
manity. The whole world is affected 
and threatened by a single virus. 
Will the proud and selfish man of 
today draw any conclusion from 
that fact? Or will he continue, with-
out repentance and without love, to 
persevere in the suicidal project of 
creating his false worldly paradise 
in which there is no place for either 
God or for man as a godly, spiritual 
being?  

In the face of such adversity we 
must do everything we can to help 
ourselves and others understand 
and support the efforts and pro-
grams of the competent health, 
sanitation and government institu-
tions which are undertaking efforts 
to protect us from infection. This 
may be difficult for us at the mo-
ment, but we must accept and sup-
port everything that I   s of general 
benefit and subordinate ourselves 
and our behavior. Above all, we 
pray to the Lord God to deliver us 
from this epidemic and similar 
dangers! Let us pray to God, let us 
participate regularly and actively in 
the Divine Liturgy, repent of our 
sins, and take care of our own 
health and that of others!  

This is an opportunity for us to 
think carefully about ourselves and 
the whole world. Look, one virus 
has shaken and brought to its 
knees the whole world and put the 
health and lives of millions of peo-

ple at risk! "Calm down, O you 
prideful man!" - advised Dostoev-
sky in his time. His message is, we 
would say, more relevant today 
than it was when it was deliv-
ered.               

In the joy of Christ's Resurrection, 
we have all of you, dear spiritual 
children, you in our homeland and 
you scattered throughout the 
world, in our prayers and paternal-
ly greet you all with the all-joyous 
salutation: 

Christ is Risen! 

Given at the Serbian Patriarchate in 
Belgrade at Pascha 2020. 

Your intercessors before the Resur-
rected Christ: 

Archbishop of Pec, 
Metropolitan of Belgrade-
Karlovci and 
Serbian Patriarch IRINEJ  
 
Metropolitan of Montenegro and 
the Coastlands AMPHILOHIJE 

Metropolitan of Zagreb and Ljublja-
na PORFIRIJE 
Metropolitan of Dabro-Bosna 
CHRYSOSTOM 
 
Bishop of Sabac LAVRENTIJE 
Bishop of Srem VASILIJE 
Bishop of Banja Luka JEFREM 
Bishop of Budim LUKIJAN 
Bishop of Banat NIKANOR 
Bishop of New Gracanica-
Midwestern America LONGIN 
Bishop of Canada MITROPHAN 
Bishop of Backa IRINEJ 
Bishop of Great Britain and Scandi-
navia DOSITEJ 
Bishop of Western Europe LUKA 

Bishop of Zicha JUSTIN 
Bishop of Vranje PAHOMIJE 
Bishop of Sumadija JOVAN 
Bishop of Branicevo IGNATIJE 
Bishop of Zvornik-Tuzla FOTIJE 
Bishop of Mileseva ATANASIJE 
Bishop of Budimlje and Niksic 
JOANIKIJE 
Bishop of Du sseldorf and Germany 
GRIGORIJE  
Bishop of Ras and Prizren TEODO-
SIJE 
Bishop of Western America MAXIM 
Bishop of Gornji Karlovac 
GERASIM 
Bishop of Eastern America IRINEJ 
Bishop of Krusevac DAVID 
Bishop of Slavonia JOVAN 
Bishop of Austria and Switzerland  
ANDREJ 
Bishop of Bihac-Petrovac SERGIJE 
Bishop of Timok ILARION 
Bishop of Nis ARSENIJE 
Bishop of Australia and New Zea-
land Metropolitanate SILUAN 
Bishop of Buenos Aires and South 
Central America KIRIL 
Bishop of Dalmatia NIKODIM 
Bishop of Osek-Polje and Baranja 
HERUVIM  
Bishop of Zahumlje and Hercego-
vina DIMITRIJE  
 
Vicar Bishop of Moravica ANTONI-
JE  
Vicar Bishop of Remezijan STEFAN 
Vicar Bishop of Mohac ISIHIJE 
Vicar Bishop of Diokleia METODIJE 

THE ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
OF OCHRID: 
Archbishop of Ochrid and Metro-
politan of Skoplje JOVAN  
Bishop of Polog and Kumanovo 
JOAKIM 
 
Bishop of Bregalnica MARKO            
Vicar Bishop of Stobi DAVID 
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WHY ARE VIGIL LAMPS LIT BEFORE THE ICONS? 
1. Because our faith is light.  Christ 
said: I am the light of the world 

(John 8:12).  The light of the vigil 
lamp reminds us of that light by 
which Christ illumines our souls. 
 
2. In order to remind us of the ra-
diant character of the saint before 
whose icon we light the vigil lamp, 
for saints are called sons of light 
(John 12:36, Luke 16:8). 
 
3. In order to serve as a reproach 
to us for our dark deeds, for our 
evil thoughts and desires, and in 
order to call us to the path of evan-
gelical light; and so that we would 
more zealously try to fulfill the 
commandments of the Saviour: 
"Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works" (Matt. 5:16). 
 
4. So that the vigil lamp would be 
our small sacrifice to God, Who 

gave Himself completely as a sacri-
fice for us, and as a small sign of 

our great 
gratitude 
and radiant 
love for 
Him from 
Whom we 
ask in pray-
er for life, 
and health, 
and salva-
tion and 
everything 
that only 
boundless 
heavenly 
love can 
bestow. 
 
5. So that 
terror 

would strike the evil powers who 
sometimes assail us even at the 
time of prayer and lead away our 
thoughts from the Creator. The evil 
powers love the darkness and 
tremble at every light, especially at 
that which belongs to God and to 
those who please Him. 
 
6. So that this light would rouse us 
to selflessness. Just as the oil and 
wick burn in the vigil lamp, sub-
missive to our will, so let our souls 
also burn with the flame of love in 
all our sufferings, always being 
submissive to God's will. 

 
7. In order to teach us that just as 
the vigil lamp cannot be lit without 
our hand, so too, our heart, our in-
ward vigil lamp, cannot be lit with-
out the holy fire of God's grace, 
even if it were to be filled with all 

the virtues.  All these virtues of 
ours are, after all, like combustible 
material, but the fire which ignites 
them proceeds from God. 
 
8. In order to remind us that be-
fore anything else the Creator of 
the world created light, and after 
that everything else in order: And 
God said, let there be light: and 
there was light (Genesis 1:3).  And 
it must be so also at the beginning 
of our spiritual life, so that before 
anything else the light of Christ's 
truth would shine within us.  From 
this light of Christ's truth subse-
quently every good is created, 
springs up and grows in us. 
 
May the Light of Christ illumine 
you as well! 

 

By Bishop Nikolai Velimirovich 
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Pentecost (also called Trinity 
Day or Descent of the Holy Spirit) is 
one of the Great Feasts of 
the Orthodox Church, celebrated fifty 
days after Pascha (thus always falling 
on a Sunday, this year: June 7, 2020, 
next year: June 20, 2021, and June 
12, 2022, the year after that.). 

Day of Pentecost  

Fifty days after the Resurrection, on 
the excising Jewish feast of Pentecost, 
while the disciples and many other 
followers of Jesus Christ were gath-
ered together to pray, the Holy Spir-
it descended upon them in the form of 
"cloven tongues of fire," with the 
sound of a mighty rushing wind, and 
they began to speak in languages that 
they did not know. There were many 
visitors from the Jewish diaspora to 
Jerusalem at that time for the Jewish 
observance of the feast, and they 
were astonished to hear these un-
taught fisherman speaking praises to 
God in their alien tongues. This ac-
count is detailed in the Acts of the 
Apostles, chapter 2. 

The number fifty, as in the fiftieth day 
after Pascha, stands for eternal and 
heavenly fulfillment, seven times sev-
en, plus one. 

Feast of Pentecost 

The Orthodox Church sees Pentecost 
as the final fulfillment of the mission 
of Jesus Christ and the first beginning 
of the messianic age of the Kingdom 
of God, mystically present in his 
Church. It is traditionally called the 
beginning of the One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. 

Besides celebrating the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, the feast also celebrates 
the full revelation of the di-
vine Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Hymns of the Church, celebrate 
the sign of the final act of God's self-
disclosure to the world of His crea-
tion. 

To Orthodox Christians, the feast of 
Pentecost is not just a celebration of 
an event in history. It is also a cele-
bration their membership in the 
Church. They have lived Pentecost 
and received "the seal of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit" in 
the sacrament of chrismation. 
 

Celebration of the feast 
 
For the feast of Pentecost the icon of 
the Holy Trinity, the three angelic fig-
ures who appeared to Abraham, is 
placed in the center of the church for 
veneration. This icon is used with the 
traditional Pentecost icon. The church 
building is decorated with flowers 
and the green leaves of the summer to 
show that God's divine breath comes 
to renew all creation. Green vest-
ments and coverings are also used. 

In many parishes the feast is celebrat-
ed starting the evening before 
with Great Vespers. Some parishes 
also serve Matins on the morning of 
the feast before the Divine Liturgy. 

The Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 
with special hymns replacing the 
standard Antiphons. The hymns O 
Heavenly King and We have seen the 
True Light are sung for the first time 
since Easter, calling the Holy Spirit to 
"come and abide in us," and proclaim-
ing that "we have received the heav-
enly Spirit." 

An extraordinary service called the 
Kneeling Vespers, is observed on the 

evening of Pentecost. This is a Ves-
pers service to which are added three 
sets of long poetical prayers, the com-
position of Saint Basil the Great, dur-
ing which everyone makes a full pros-
tration, touching their foreheads to 
the floor (prostrations in church hav-
ing been forbidden from the day of 
Pascha (Easter) up to this point). In 
many parishes, this service is done 
immediately after the Liturgy. 
 

After Pentecost 
 

The Monday after Pentecost is 
the Feast of the Holy Spirit in the 
Orthodox Church, and the Sunday af-
ter Pentecost is the Feast of All Saints. 
Even though the start of the Church 
year is considered to start in Septem-
ber, the liturgical center of the annual 
cycle of Orthodox worship is the feast 
of Pascha, preceded by Great Lent, 
and pre-lent, and followed by the fifty 
days of paschal celebration until the 
feast of Pentecost. Until the start of 
the next Great Lent, the Sundays and 
weeks following Pentecost, are num-
bered from Pentecost. Liturgical read-
ings and hymns will be based on the 
"weeks after Pentecost" as listed in 
the Octoechos, Apostolos, and Lec-
tionary arranged Gospel. 

Hymn 

 
Troparion (Tone 8)  
 
Blessed art You O Christ Our God, You 
have revealed the fishermen as most 
wise, By sending down upon them the 
Holy Spirit, Through them You drew 
the world into Your net, O Lover of 
Man, Glory to You! 

 

PENTECOST—DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Great_Feasts
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Orthodox_Church
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pascha
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Sunday
https://orthodoxwiki.org/June_7
https://orthodoxwiki.org/June_20
https://orthodoxwiki.org/June_12
https://orthodoxwiki.org/June_12
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Apostles
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Holy_Spirit
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Acts_of_the_Apostles
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Jesus_Christ
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Trinity
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Sacrament
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Great_Vespers
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Matins
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Divine_Liturgy
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Antiphon
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pentecostarion#Sunday_of_All_Saints
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Church_Calendar
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Church_Calendar
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Great_Lent
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Lenten_Triodion
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pentecostarion
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Pentecostarion
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Octoechos
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Apostolos
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Gospel_Book
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Troparion
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Almighty Master, the help and salvation of the 
world; the redeemer and Savior of the sick; 
the physician and aid of the ailing; the healer 
of the sorrows of mankind’s bodies and souls; 
who vanquished death: our God.  
 
We now beseech, You, cleanse and rid us of 
every malady of body and soul. Lord be not 
far from us. Send down upon us Your heaven-
ly power of healing. Cast far from us every 
lurking illness. 
 
Grant us aid in this time of pandemic and de-
liver us from every evil, grief and sorrow. End 
this present scourge and now grant us pa-
tience, O Lord. Uplift us and be physician to us 
all. Raise us from our bed of pain and from 
our bedding of affliction.  
 
Accept the entreaties of doctors and nurses 
and all whose efforts serve and minister to 
the sick. They offer care and comfort. In Your 
love of mankind, aid them. By Your power 
strengthen them.  
 
To those who have succumbed to this accurs-
ed, illness and are now departed from us, 
grant them repose in a place of refreshment. 
They are Your servants and our brothers and 
sisters. 
Restore us who hope in You to Your Holy 
Church, healed and in health, to worship and 
glorify Your holy name. For it is Yours to show 
mercy and to save, O Christ our God, and to 
You, we give the glory:  Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and always and unto the ages of 
ages. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER DURING PANDEMIC ILLNESS 

 

Trojerucica—Icon with Three Hands 

 
"The whole world 
 is affected and threatened  
by a single virus. Will a proud and selfish 
man of today draw any conclusions from 
that fact? Or will he continue, without re-
pentance and without love, continue his sui-
cide project of creating his own false earthly 
paradise that has no place for God or for a 
godly man, a spiritual being.”  
 
    Patriarch Irinej. 
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  ON READING SPIRITUAL LITERATURE   by Archbishop Platon of Kostroma 

The reading 
of holy writ-
ings of prof-
it to the soul 
is one of the 
main means 
of succeed-
ing in the 
spiritual 
life. Follow-
ing the 
Apostle, the 
Holy Fa-
thers also 
command 
us to read 
continually 
the holy 
writings, 
since this is 
an im-
portant 
means to 
spiritual 
perfection. 
Such read-
ing is abso-
lutely nec-

essary, especially in the present age, when worldly ed-
ucation and worldly habits threaten to stifle a taste for 
everything spiritual, and false teachings and ideas are 
spreading rapidly. 

Brethren, without doubt you read many books, but 
how often do you read books on spiritual matters? 
Such reading is a respected, beneficial, and gratifying 
occupation. 

First, the reading of spiritual books is honor-
able.  

If true honor and glory consist in feeling oneself near 
to God and His saints, then it is through spiritual read-
ing that we attain this honor and glory, for through it 
God speaks with us; through it the great saints con-
verse with us, and through it we enter into commun-
ion with the entire Heavenly Kingdom. What an honor 
to a mortal human being and mere creation! 

God speaks with us when we read the Holy Scripture, 
for what does it contain, if not the Word of God itself? 
In it is His truth, His teaching, His commandments. But 
do we listen when He speaks, or as we read? Regard-
less of when these words were written, one and the 
same God speaks to us. “If we read the Sacred Scrip-
tures with faith,” says St. Basil the Great, “we will 
feel that we see and hear Christ Himself. What is it 
we need, an actual voice or the One Who speaks to us 
through the Scriptures? It is all the same. In Sacred 
Scripture, God speaks with us just as truly as when we 

speak with Him through prayer.” For this reason, pray-
er and the reading of sacred books must be our contin-
uous occupation. Pray or read continually if you want 
to be with God at all times. 

The saints talk with us when we read their writ-
ings. Through their writings, they guide us and speak 
to us and we, so to speak, resurrect through them after 
their death in order to talk with them. Thus, we have 
no reason to envy the contemporaries of Chrysostom, 
Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, Athanasius 
the Great, Ambrose and others. From the holy ranks of 
the Fathers we may choose with whom it is best for us 
to converse. There is no better, more joyous, and more 
beneficial way to spend the time we have than in read-
ing the writings of the Holy Fathers. 

Finally, by reading books which are profitable for 
the soul, we enter into communion with all the 
dwellers of Paradise. When I read books about God,” 
says the hieromartyr Timothy, “then the angels of God 
surround me.” The holy writings speak of the glory of 
the saints, of their blessedness, of their virtues and as-
cetic labors, through which and read they were vouch-
safed to be inheritors of the Kingdom of God. We our-
selves, as it were, become citizens of a different world 
and dwellers of Heaven. We hear only that which con-
cerns Paradise, so that we may say, “Our life is in the 
heavens” (Phil. 3:20), “Ye are no more strangers or for-
eigners, but co-dwellers with the saints and friends of 
God.” Is it not a great honor to enter into communion 
and talk with the ambassadors from of the Heavenly 
King? What can give us more honor than conversing, 
through reading of spiritual books, with the holy An-
gels, with the souls of the blessed, and with God Him-
self. 

Secondly, the exercise of reading soul-
profiting books is not only an honorable 
study, but also a beneficial one.  

What kind of benefit can the reading of other books 
bring? They bring the mere satisfaction of our curiosi-
ty, the mere acquisition of knowledge. But many 
books, especially the ones which contradict the teach-
ing of the Orthodox Church, can bring only harm. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Light and our King, says that ‘by 
their fruits shall ye know them” (Mt. 7:16). What are 
the pleasant fruits of the books which contradict faith 
and morals? They alienate us from the Law of the 
Lord, or what is more, from God, the Law-giver Him-
self. Flee from harmful books, for they dry up com-
punctionate tears, darken the heart, and have de-
stroyed, do destroy, and will destroy many people. 

But, When I read holy books,” says St. Gregory the The-
ologian about the books of St. Basil the Great, ‘then the 
spirit and body are illumined and I become the 
temple of God and the harp of the Holy Spirit, 
played by divine powers through them I am  
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ON READING SPIRITUAL LITERATURE   by Archbishop Platon of Kostroma  

corrected and through them I receive a kind of di-
vine change and I am made into a different person.” 
The great Hierarch Gregory says this about reading ho-
ly writings out of his own experience. They completely 
transfigure a person, making him into a saint and deify-
ing him. 

Do you remember how the conversion of the Blessed 
Augustine was accomplished? For a long time the grace 
of God had already touched his heart. He could not bear 
the torment of soul caused by his sinful life and yet at 
the same time he could not leave it. He both wanted it 
and did not want it. But as soon as he heard the words, 
“Take, read,” and had read several words, he immedi-
ately resolved to abandon his sinful life. What gave 
cause to such a change? The advice which is often 
heard, but is rarely given the attention it deserves: 
“take and read.” 

Therefore, cleave to reading spiritual writings. It will 
lead you to that wonderful change which took place in 
so many saints. Through these works we receive great 
and holy enlightenment. Through them we learn of the 
path to salvation, we learn what kind of temptations 
await us on this path, and about the means by which 
we may be delivered from them.  

Anyone who does not read spiritual books is sepa-
rated from God, for he falls into former sins due to ig-
norance of the Scriptures. This is the source of heresy 
and the neglect of the true spiritual life. Those who do 
not read the holy writings walk in deep darkness and 
are like the blind who have no one to lead them, who 
rush on and fall into a ditch. So let our eyes be enlight-
ened by the light of the word of God, for Sacred Scrip-
ture enlightens more brightly than the sun those who 
read with love and who keep the commandments of 
God. 

Thirdly, what delight, joy, and comfort there 
is to be gained through the reading of works 
which profit the soul.  

There is nothing more pleasant than this occupation. 
The Psalmist says, “How sweet to my tongue are Thy 
words, 0 Lord” (Ps. 118:103), “sweeter than honey and 
the honeycomb” (Ps. 108). This food pleases every 
palate. This is the true manna, the heavenly food, the 
angelic bread which was prepared by Heaven without 
labor on our part, and which has in it every sort of 
sweetness and every sort of fragrance, satisfying every 
man’s needs. What can be more pleasant than this?  

If you do not know this from your own experience, then 
believe the experience of the countless saints who 
found in the reading of the word of God all their joy and 
the greatest of comfort. For how many times and how 
powerfully it comforted the holy Maccabees amidst 
their great sorrows. Was it not in the reading of holy 
books that they found their joy? The holy Apostle Paul 

advises the Romans to seek comfort in the Sacred 
Scriptures (Rom. 15:4). With what did St. Paul comfort 
himself in prison? He asks his beloved disciple Timothy 
to send the books he left behind, in order to use them 
during his confinement in prison (2 Tim. 4). 

Do we, with the saints, find our joy in the reading of 
soul-saving books? Alas! We find our comfort, our glo-
ry, and food in vain things. We read books which only 
feed curiosity and which are often very harmful. The 
day seems too short for acquiring knowledge and we 
spend whole nights in reading books, while nothing can 
distract us. What can be said of those who spend day 
and night in the reading of harmful, tempting books 
which smother faith and which arouse and feed the 
passions? Leave them quickly, my brother,” says one 
great ascetic, ‘so that you do not surround your own 
heart with the diabolic fire, so that in place of grain 
these tares may not be sown in your field and in 
place of life you receive death, and... (why do I waste 
words?) that in place of Christ you accept into yourself 
the devil. Do not be tardy in this, but save yourself as 
did Lot from Sodom” (St. Barsanuphius, p. 607). 

Do not be lazy, O Christians! Read spiritual works so 
that your soul may not die starved of hearing the 
word of God with which God threatens us through 
the prophets. Remember that the noble of the Queen 
Candace, while sitting in a chariot on the road, read the 
Sacred Scriptures and for this was vouchsafed to be 
called to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Let us continually 
read Sacred Scripture, the writings of the Holy Fathers 
of the Church, and other soul-profiting works. But 
when we approach the reading of these books, we must 
first pray with all our heart to the Lord God that He 
might open the eyes of our heart and that we not only 
understand what is written, but do it. For he who 
reads and does not do what is written despises the 
Divine Scriptures. 

 
From “Orthodox Life”, Vol. 34, No. 3 (May-June, 1984), pp. 30-34. 
Translated by Basil Voytan 
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(continued from page 4) 
 
Because this strength and perse-
verance comes to us from the 
Lord. And that means the Lord has 
not forsaken us. On the contrary, 
He is with us during these most 
difficult times. 
       What lies ahead will be a re-
turn to the ordinary activities of 
life that we have suspended for a 
limited period due to quarantine. 
This includes our return to regular 
worship and participation in the 
Holy Liturgy, as well as other par-
ish activities. How all of this is go-
ing to go is currently unknown, 
but as before, we will follow the 
instructions of the County of San 
Diego Health and Human Services 

Agency and local and state author-
ities, praying to the Lord that He 
wisely guide them.  We pray that 
they lead the people of San Diego 
County and other areas as good 
members of the civil authorities 
and that they are aware of their 
historical responsibility at this 
time. 
      We miss you all in our beautiful 
St. George church. We miss the 
voices of the children and their 
singing in the church and their 
cheerful playing on the church 
property, our hard working and 
most worthy sisters who lovingly 
prepare lunches, our choir singing 
songs of praise to the Lord, and all 
of you, who as a living church of 
Christ, testify with your presence 

and participation His very 
presence in this world and our 
midst. 
       I look forward to seeing you all 
soon; the day when we will share a 
common meal and participate in 
our worship services. I pray that 
all of you remain in a good health 
and spiritual state. Please, do not 
hesitate to reach out to me if you 
have any questions or concerns. 
  
       Thank you for your continued 
support of our cherished St. 
George parish! 
  
Christ is risen! Indeed, He is risen! 
With prayers and love, 
  

Protopresbyter Bratislav Bratso Krsic 

ON MORTALITY BY ST. CYPRIAN OF CARTHAGE  (+258AD) 

Christians Are Not Immune From Trials or Diseases  

But nevertheless, it disturbs some that the power of this Disease attacks our people equally with 
the heathens, as if the Christian believed for this purpose, that he might have the enjoyment of 
the world and this life free from the contact of ills; and not as one who undergoes all adverse 
things here and is reserved for future joy. It disturbs some that this mortality is common to us 
with others; and yet what is there in this world which is not common to us with others, so long 
as this flesh of ours still remains, according to the law of our first birth, common to us with 
them? So long as we are here in the world, we are associated with the human race in fleshly 
equality, but are separated in spirit.   

Therefore until this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal receive immortality, 
and the Spirit leads us to God the Father, whatsoever are the disadvantages of the flesh are com-
mon to us with the human race. Thus, when the earth is barren with an unproductive harvest, 
famine makes no distinction; thus, when with the invasion of an enemy any city is taken, captiv-
ity at once desolates all; and when the serene clouds withhold the rain, the drought is alike to 
all; and when the jagged rocks rend the ship, the shipwreck is common without exception to all 
that sail in her; and the disease of the eyes, and the attack of fevers, and the feebleness of all the 
limbs is common to us with others, so long as this common flesh of ours is borne by us in the 
world.  

Moreover, if the Christian knows and keeps fast under what condition and what law he has be-
lieved, he will be aware that he must suffer more than others in the world since he must strug-
gle more with the attacks of the devil.  Holy Scripture teaches and forewarns, saying, “My son, 
when you come to the service of God, stand in righteousness and fear, and prepare your soul for 
temptation. And again, in pain endure, and in your humility have patience; for gold and silver is 
tried in the fire, but acceptable men in the furnace of humiliation.”  
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As spring is upon us and summer 

is close at hand, we gaze upon 

God’s creation from the windows 

of our houses, wondering what is 

next for us.  Will we be able to en-

joy life as we once knew it?  Will 

the current pandemic crisis contin-

ue indefinitely, with per-

manent restrictions that 

cause not only inconven-

ience, but sorrow for 

many people is multiple 

ways?  This is a great 

challenge for all of the 

world most assuredly, 

but we Orthodox Chris-

tians have a gift that is 

not of this world, a gift 

given to us by the Lord 

Jesus Christ through His 

voluntary suffering and 

death on the Life Giving 

Cross.  He took an instru-

ment of death, and sanc-

tified it.  Could we not 

realize something simi-

lar in this current crisis?   

 

 St. Paul the Apos-

tle, in his letter to the Philippians, 

demonstrates to us that we should 

always rejoice in the Lord.  He 

wrote this epistle while in house 

arrest in Rome, of course after suf-

fering a great deal as described in 

the book of Acts and in his other 

epistles.  So here is St. Paul, con-

fined to a house, awaiting further 

judgement and facing martyrdom, 

yet he says, “Rejoice in the Lord 

always.  Again I will say, rejoice! 

Let your gentleness be known to 

all men.  The Lord is at hand.” (Phil 

4:4-5)  What incredible words of 

encouragement and life!  I can’t 

come close in comparing my sup-

posed sufferings to that of the 

great St. Paul, yet here he demon-

strates that his suffering is not in 

vain, but is grounded in the re-

demption of Jesus Christ.  For what 

do we have in this world, “For 

what profit is it to a man if he gains 

the whole world, and loses his own 

soul? Or what will a man give in 

exchange for his soul?” (Matt 

16:26)  Can we allow our soul, our 

heart, to be overcome by lack of 

faith in God’s will and providence?  

St. Paul speaks about life eternal, 

not life temporary and short, hav-

ing a full understanding that all 

things are given to us for the fur-

therance of our salvation. 

 

 What freedom St. 

Paul allows us to realize!  He 

continues, “But I want you to 

know, brethren, that the 

things which happened to 

me have actually turned out 

for the furtherance of the 

gospel, so that it has become 

evident to the whole palace 

guard, and to all the rest, 

that my chains are in Christ; 

and most of the brethren in 

the Lord, having become 

confident by my chains, are 

much more bold to speak the 

word without fear.”  His suf-

fering without losing faith, 

his boldness to preach the 

Good News even in prison, 

invokes a sense of humility 

in our thought regarding our cur-

rent trials.  If St. Paul can rejoice 

while bound in chains, why can’t 

we do the same while we are 

bound by quarantines, social dis-

tancing, inconvenience and fear.  

His bondage didn’t suppress his 

yearning for God, but instead gave 

him more zeal to look to God for 

help and consolation.  This is the 

“AGAIN, I SAY REJOICE!” by pdn Paul Germain 
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consolation.  This is the life of a 

true Christian, which has been 

demonstrated by the saints and 

martyrs to this day.   

 So how do we handle the 

daily pressures of life according to 

St. Paul?  He explains further, “Be 

anxious for nothing, but in every-

thing by prayer and supplication, 

with thanksgiving, let your request 

be made known to God; and the 

peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding will guard your 

hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus.” (Phil 4:6-7)  This is why he 

can say with boldness, rejoice in all 

things.  If we are bound to the 

world, to the corruptible, we be-

come dependent upon things that 

will pass away.  Instead, if we unite 

ourselves to Christ, nothing can 

shake us.  Christ will guard us from 

despair, despondency, anger, ca-

lamity and distress.  That doesn’t 

mean that we won’t have to endure 

whatever God allows for us, but our 

strength to overcome the challenge 

will rest upon God and His good-

ness, for who is stronger than God?   

 Pull out your Bible and read 

the epistle of St. Paul to the Philip-

pians so that you can receive 

strength and grace from his words.  

It is only four chapters, but is filled 

with hope and rejoicing amidst 

tribulation and distress.  When you 

gaze out your window and long for 

the day that this pandemic will be 

set in history, instead turn your 

thoughts to Jesus Christ, who is our 

peace.  Implant this peace, His Holy 

Name, into your heart and receive 

His divine consolation.  There is 

nothing more necessary and beau-

tiful in this world.  Amen. 

Abba Markos once asked the holy 
Arsenios why it is that the most pi-
ous and virtuous people pass 
through the world with numerous 
sorrows and in privation. 

"Sorrows, for those who accept 
them with forbearance," the holy 
one answered, "are the salt which 
prevents putrefaction by sins and 
allows the soul to approach heaven 
cleansed." 

A novice monk sought out the ad-
vice of a certain elder of discretion: 
"If the behavior of one of my broth-
ers scandalizes me, should I ask his 
forgiveness?" 

"Ask his forgiveness," the elder an-
swered, "but cease associating with 
him. Have you not heard what Ar-
senios the Great advises? 'Have 
love for all, but be detached from 
everyone.'" 

 

Once Abba Arsenios revealed his 
thoughts to an Egyptian elder. An-
other Abba said: "Abba Arsenios, 
you have had so much education in 
Greek and Latin, yet you ask this 
man, so unlettered in worldly 
knowledge, about your thoughts?" 

Abba Arsenios said to him: "Indeed, 
I know Roman and Greek letters 
well; but I have not yet learned 
even the alphabet of this simple 
man." 

The Ancient Fathers of the Desert 

http://www.orthodoxinfo.com/general/stnikolai.aspx
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Is retirement in California just a dream? Have you 
considered Arizona? The Phoenix Metro area has a 
lot to offer those looking to retire. With multiple, af-
fordable adult-based communities you can always 
find a home that fits your needs and your budget. 
Most adult communities offer golf, swimming, clubs 
and events. You can keep as active as you like in 
your retirement or juts enjoy your time in your 
beautiful new home.   

 

Not quite ready to retire? Let’s talk about an investment property! We  can  
help you with the purchase, using a 1031 exchange and offering services to 
ease out a property.  
Lillian Foerster, Realtor 

E-mail: andreaandlillian@gmail.com 

602-881-0244 

Are you looking to make a move for work, lower cost 
of living or a change of pace? You should consider the 
Phoenix Metro area. Often listed as one of the best 
places to  live The Valley of the Sun has a lot to offer. 
New job opportunities include growth with Amazon, 
Apple and White Claw. Add to that great weather and 
affordable housing, and there is a lot to love about 
Phoenix!  

 

If you are interested in learning more about a move to Arizona, give us a call 
today! 

Andrea Johnson, Realtor 

E-mail: andreaandlillian@gmail.com 

480-235-5520 

 ANDREA JOHNSON & LILLIAN FOERSER, REALTORS  
 9051 W. KELTON LANE, SUITE 2 PEORIA, AZ 85382 
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When Orthodox people have no op-
portunity to attend Orthodox di-
vine services, then the Church al-
lows and encourages individuals to 
read the service books privately, 
for the preservation of their faith. 
Such readings have long been cus-
tomary in monastic establishments, 
hospitals, schools, on shipboard 
and, in recent times, by Orthodox 
in the USSR and in the diaspora. 
Reading prayer books or service 
books may, at least to some extent, 
replace church services. 

Besides preserving our Orthodox 
faith, reading services is beneficial 
because: 

1. It teaches us, even in non-
Orthodox lands, to remember and 
honor Orthodox feasts and saints' 
days. 

2. It acquaints us with the order of 
church services and with the pro-
found content of our service books. 

3. It safeguards us from the danger 
of sectarian and heterodox influ-
ence 

4. It helps parents and teachers 
raise their children and young 
adults in the spirit of Orthodoxy. 

5. It unites dispersed Orthodox 
people in our faith and love for the 
Orthodox Church. 

Orthodox Divine Ser-
vices 
The daily ecclesiastical office con-
sists of a cycle of services that co-
vers the entire 24-hour period. 
Since the church day begins with 

the evening, the order of daily ser-
vices is: 1) Vespers, 2) Small Com-
pline, 3) Midnight Office, 4) Matins, 
5) First Hour, 6) Third and Sixth 
Hours, 7) the Liturgy and 8) Ninth 
Hour. Orthodox laymen may read 
or chant some portion of all of 
these, except the Divine Liturgy, 
which is replaced by the Typica. 

In addition, it is permissible to read 
canons and akathists, either sepa-
rately or as part of another service. 

A canon is a collection of hymns in 
nine odes that honors the Savior, 
the Mother of God, a saint, a holy 
day or a spiritual theme. 

An akathist is a song of praise in 
twelve parts that glorifies the Sav-
ior, the Mother of God, a saint.... An 
akathist may be read or sung, or 
read with the refrains sung. [1] 

How Laymen Read 
Service Books 
The reading of service books 
should be conducted according to 
the following rules: 

1. All [reader's] services are to 
begin with the exclamation: 
"Through the prayers of our holy 
fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 
God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

2. All the priest's prayers and ex-
clamations are omitted. 

3. In place of the Great and Aug-
mented Ectenias and the Ectenia of 
Supplication, "Lord, have mercy" is 
said twelve times; in place of the 
Small Ectenia, three times. 

4. The Gospel is not intoned, but 
read in an ordinary voice. 

Note: Every Orthodox Christian is 
obliged to read the Gospel private-
ly, according to the ecclesiastical 
lectionary found in church calen-
dars. 

5. All other hymns, psalms and 
prayers are read or sung as when a 
priest serves. 

6. The Typica (in place of the litur-
gy) may be read as indicated in Ap-
pendix 1. 

The Order of Services 
on Feast Days 
Since laymen are often involved 
with work and may not have time 
to read services in the ordinary 
week days, we shall give directions 
only for the festal services.  

On weekdays, the daily morning 
and evening prayers could be com-
bined with Small Compline and 
Midnight Office, as desired. 

On feast days, it is important to de-
vote more time to God and to ob-
serve the feast with the appropri-
ate reading and hymns. On the eve 
of the feast one may read Vespers, 
Matins and the First Hour, in the 
place of the All-Night Vigil.  

In the morning, one may read the 
Midnight Office, the Third and Sixth 
Hours, if desired, and the Typica. 
The evening of the feast, one 
should read the Small Compline 
with the proper canon or akathist 
of the feast. 

WHEN NO CHURCH SERVICE IS AVAILABLE 

http://www.saintjonah.org/services/vespers.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/compline.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/compline.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/midnight.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/vigil.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/vigil.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/third&sixth.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/third&sixth.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/ninthhour.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/ninthhour.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/typica.htm
http://www.saintjonah.org/services/akathists.htm
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The order and content of the ser-
vices depend on the free time avail-
able and on the service books at 
hand. Here are more detailed in-
structions for three kinds of feasts: 
1) Sundays, 2) the Twelve Great 
Feasts and other holidays of the 
Lord and of the Mother of God, 3) 
saints' days, our name-saints or 
ones we especially venerate. 

1) Sundays 

On Saturday evenings we read 
Vespers, including the stichera 
and troparia according to the 
tone indicated in the calendar. 
In the morning (or on the eve), 
we read Matins and the First 
Hour. At Matins we may read 
the Resurrection canon for the 
appropriate tone, or, if not 
available, the Canon to Our 
Sweetest Lord Jesus (in the 
prayers of preparation for Holy 
Communion) may be substitut-
ed. 'Me stichera for the aposti-
cha, the troparia and the the-
otokia are according to the 
tone of the Sunday. 

If Vespers and Matins are unavaila-
ble, then on Saturday night one 
may read Small Compline with the 
Canon and Akathist to our Sweetest 
Lord Jesus. 

On Sunday morning we should 
read: the Midnight Office for Sun-
day, with the morning prayers and 
the Typica  

Finally, on Sunday evening. we may 
read Small Compline with a canon 
to the Mother of God (either to one 
of her wonder-working icons or 
any other available). 

2) Feasts of the Lord and 
of the Theotokos 

On these feasts, including all of the 
Twelve Great Feasts, it is custom-
ary to read the proper service from 
the Festal Menaion. Vespers and 
Matins according to the Vigil are 
read, while the stichera, troparia, 
etc., come from the Festal Menaion. 

The canon of Matins is to the Lord 
or to the Theotokos, depending on 
the feast. 

If the Festal Menaion is unavailable, 
then one may read Vespers (or per-
haps Small Compline) with the can-
on or corresponding akathist, and 
one may take the stichera from the 
General Menaion, using the 
"General Service for the Feasts of 
the Lord" or "of the Mother of God." 

In the morning: the Third and Sixth 
Hours and the Typica, with the tro-
paria and kontakia of the feast sung 
in the proper places. 

In the evening: Small Compline 
with the Canon of Repentance to 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, or the Sup-
plicatory Canon to the Most Holy 
Theotokos (Paraclesis). 

3) Saints' days 

If there is a service to the saint in 
the Festal Menaion, then Vespers, 
Matins and the First Hour are 
read as usual, with the stichera, 
troparia, etc., from the Menaion. If 
there is no service to the saint, 
then we read from the General 
Menaion, taking the stichera, etc., 
from the general service to the 
class of saint being commemorat-
ed: i.e., to a hierarch, to a monas-
tic, to a martyr, etc. At the poly-
eleos or perhaps at the end of the 
service, we chant the megalynari-
on to the saint (see Appendix II). 
In the appropriate places we in-
sert the name of the saint being 
commemorated. 

If neither the Horologion nor the 
Menaion is available, then we may 
read Small Compline with the 
canon or akathist to the saint, if 

available. (A church dedicated to 
that saint might allow us to copy 
the proper canon or akathist, so 
that we might read it on a nameday 
or other feast days.) 

In the morning, we read the Mid-
night Office, the Hours and the Typ-
ica, with the troparia and kontakia 
to the saint at the Hours, and the 
kontakia of the temple, and of the 
saint or the day of the week, at the 
Typica. 

In the evening, we read the canon 
to the saint; but if there is none, 
then the canon for Saturday to all 
the saints. 
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The Order of the 
Typica 
Psalm 102, "Bless the Lord, O my 
soul..." 

Glory to the Father... 

Psalm 145, "Praise the Lord, O my 
soul..." 

Both now and ever... 

"O Only-begotten Son and Word of 
God... 

The Beatitudes. 

Glory... Both now and ever... 

The Symbol of Faith (the Creed, I 
believe...'), and the prayer: "Remit, 
pardon, forgive, O God, our offenc-
es, both voluntary and involuntary, 
in deed and word, in knowledge 
and in ignorance, by night and by 
day, in mind and thought; forgive 
us all things, since -Thou art good 
and the Lover of mankind. 

The Lord's Prayer. 

The kontakion of the feast or of the 
day of the week. 

Glory... Both now and ever...  

And ending with the prayer:  

"O protection of Christians that 
cannot be put to shame, O media-
tion unto the Creator unfailing, 
disdain not the suppliant voices of 
sinners; but be thou quick, O good 
one, to help us who in faith cry un-
to thee: Hasten to intercession and 
speed thou to make supplication, 
thou who dost ever protect, O The-
otokos, them that honor thee." 

During Great Lent, in place of 
this prayer, we end thus: 

Lord, have mercy. 40 times. Glory... 
Both now... More honorable than 
the Cherubim... And the prayer, "O 
Lord and Master of my life...,"  

with 16 prostrations. 

Megalynaria to Vari-
ous Saints 
To an Apostle: We magnify thee, O 
Apostle(s) of Christ, N. , and we 
honor thy pains and labors, with 
which thou hast labored in pro-
claiming the Gospel of Christ. 

To a Hierarch: We magnify thee, O 
holy Hierarch(s), Father(s) N., and 
we honor thy holy memory, for 
thou dost pray for us to Christ our 
God. 

To a Monastic Saint: We glorify 
thee, O holy Father(s) N., and we 
honor thy holy memory, instructor
(s) of monks and converser(s) 
with angels. 

To a Martyr: We magnify thee, O 
holy (Great-)Martyr(s) N., and we 
honor thy precious sufferings, 
which thou didst endure for Christ. 

From “Orthodox Life”, Vol. 33, No. 1. 
Translated from the Russian by Fr. George 

Lardas. 
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 All church-school congrega-
tions in North, Central and South 
America were invited to partici-
pate in an extraordinary Church 
Assembly [Sabor] in Clearwater, 
Florida. The Sabor and subsequent 
banquet was held at the facilities of 
St. George Serbian Orthodox 
Church, Clearwater Florida Febru-
ary 29, 2020.  Our San Diego con-
gregation was also in attendance 
and was represented by our parish 
priest, Fr. Bratso Krsic, and two 
delegates, namely our 1st VP of Ex-
ecutive Board, Velimir Jovanovic 
and me.   

 In summary, based on my 
personal observations, the purpose 
this special meeting was to ratify 
the decision of the Holy Synod of 
Bishops concerning the organiza-
tional structure of the Serbian Or-
thodox Church in North, Central 
and South America and quell the 
misinformation regarding a propa-
gation of a schism in the Americas.  
With overwhelming joy of every-
one in attendance, and the bless-
ings by his Holiness our Patriarch 
Irinej, who was in attendance and 
dispelled all the false reports being 
propagated in the media.  Upon his 

presentation, the resolution pro-
posed by the Holy Synod was 
adopted by all in attendance and 
without any dissention.  

 In conclusion, we all stood 
up and sang the Hymn to Saint Sa-
va - “Uskliknimo S’lubavlju Svet-
itelju Savi”.  This was a wonderful 
ending to the SABOR, while exem-
plifying the continued unity of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church world-
wide. 

Milos Belcevich,                                      

Delegate from St. George, San Diego 

EXTRAORDINARY CHUCRH ASSEMBLY  [SABOR] 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”              
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT KATE THICKSTUN  

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
How quickly things can change.  
When I wrote to you last, we had 
just finished our joyous Christmas 
season.  Now we are engaged in a 
nationwide battle against an un-
seen and potentially deadly adver-
sary.  To protect ourselves and oth-
ers, we are staying home and wear-
ing masks and gloves when we 
need to go out. Many of us have 
been laid off. Students are at home 
and learning online.  It has been 

several long 
weeks since we 
have celebrated 
our faith together.  
How strange it 
was to not be able 
to attend Passion 
Week services, 
Pascha, and our St. 
George Slava at 
our beloved 
church. I am hap-
py that our ser-

vices have been live-streamed and 
special thanks go to Joulia Rezvou-
khina and the Germain family for 
singing responses, to altar boys Ni-
kolai and Luka Krsic, tech wizard 
Nick Prodanovich, and others, for 
making this possible.  But there is 
no substitute for worshiping as a 
community. 
 
While this has been a challenge, it 
has also been an opportunity for 
us, as a church family, to reflect on 
what is truly important to us, to 

recalibrate our priorities, to realize 
what we may have been taking for 
granted.   Not being able to meet in 
person has reminded many of us 
how important our personal con-
nections are. While we may not yet 
be together physically, we are to-
gether spiritually and with your 
support and active participation, 
we will be stronger and more resil-
ient as we move forward. 
 
Although we can’t set a date yet, we 
want to be ready to celebrate the 
lifting of the stay at home order.  
Contact Board Vice President Kira 
Anthofer 
(kira@centinelaseniorsolutions.co
m) with ideas and offers to volun-
teer.  And, God willing, our San Die-
go Serbian Festival will be on Sat-
urday, October 12.  Be ready to vol-
unteer!  We need you all! 
 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 
Kate Thickstun 

Hristos Vaskrese! 

Dear Saint George Church Stewards 
and Parishioners, 

Thank you for your continuous 
support during this difficult time. 
We have been receiving and depos-
iting your stewardship, Slava and 
general donations. Your support is 
of tremendous importance at the 
time.  If you are financially able 
please continue supporting your 
beloved St. George Church. 

Although we can’t be physically to-
gether we remain united in prayer 

and care for each other. We all look 
forward to the time when we can 
gather at our church for prayer and 
fellowship. 

You are in my kind thoughts and 
prayers I wish you all and great 
health and well being during this 
difficult time. 

Sincerely, 

Maja Topalovic-Stewardship Chairperson 

MESSAGE FROM STEWARSHIP CHAIRPERSON MAJA TOPALVIC 

 

mailto:kira@centinelaseniorsolutions.com
mailto:kira@centinelaseniorsolutions.com
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Christ is Risen, Your Grace! We 
are joyously celebrating the 
Feast of feasts even though we 
find ourselves under unprece-
dented circumstances, at least 
for our generation. The corona-
virus, that enemy invisible to the 
naked eye, has prevented the 
gathering of the faithful in the 
churches of your Diocese and 
throughout the world. How did 
you celebrate the Lord's Pascha 
in your diocesan cathedral? 

- Indeed He is risen! 

Many clever people have already 
made sufficiently deep evaluatons 
about the broader effects of this 
virus. These effects go beyond biol-
ogy and touch on psychology and 
ecology, so I would not say any-
thing new here. I know only that 
"even the very hairs on our head 
are all numbered" (Mt 10:30), and 
that even through adverse circum-
stances, the Lord directs history 
towards its end. But, the lessons of 
this pandemic will be much better 
learned once it ends. 

We celebrated Pascha and we con-
tinue to do so, with a strong sense 
of “presence in absence”. I believe 
that each of our bishops and 
priests, without exception, from 
the Negotin region to the Pacific 
coast and from Budim to Mel-
bourne, greeted their invisibly pre-
sent faithful as “mystically trans-
figured.” I say “mystically” and 
“invisible,” since the Liturgy has 
the capacity to make those not pre-
sent, present in a mystical manner. 
In the Church, that which is mysti-
cal is sensible in reality. It’s not 
about a delusion or a fantasy, but 
the power of the Holy Spirit. This 
year’s Paschal Liturgy was an ex-
perience, a “joyful sorrow” of sorts. 
For each year the church is filled 
with the voices of the faithful re-
sponding, “Indeed He is risen“; this 
year we heard only our own echo.  

All of this, of course, is painful and 
none of us want this suffering. This 
dimension of “presence in ab-
sence” is understood only by those 
who love, suffer and wait. 

 

Do these new circumstances af-
fect our established model of li-
turgical spirituality? 

 
Our spirituality is 
not “origenistic” in the sense that 
we identify with Christ psychologi-
cally or metaphorically, but rather 
it is liturgical, which entails an 
overwhelming participation in all 
the mysteries of the Church, with 
its spiritual and material context. 
Praying to God that we come out of 
this strengthened, I express my 
hope that we will not have any side 
effects. As a danger, I see a dis-
guised Evagrian origenism, which 
leads to individualism (through a 
narrowly understood “noetic pray-
er”) as well as an “immaterial” 
spirituality. Yet, the Church, from 
the very beginning, uses visible 
symbols in order to portray that 
which is being symbolized: Christ 
and the Kingdom of God. 

 
I was amazed by the Athonite elder 
Vasileios of Iveron, when he said 
the other day: if one believes, 
through this trial he has celebrated 
the best Pascha this year. How? He 
says: “In order to have the best 
Pascha at the time when you can-
not celebrate Pascha, one must 
sense the power of the Risen One, 
and thus have community with all 
men.” His point is that only then 
will we celebrate Pascha with all 
people and the entire world. I hope 
we won't lose this logic of the res-
urrection! 

We, the Orthodox, view life with-
in the framework of three reali-
ties: the past, i.e., the historical 
experience of the life of the 
Church, guided by the Holy Spir-
it; then the present in which the 
Lord shows us that He is with us; 
and the future, as the manifesta-
tion of God's love and light at the 
end of time, which is in fact, a 
new beginning in the Lord. Tak-
ing the current situation into 
consideration, through the 
prism of these three realities, is 
it justified to have any fear 
which today, unfortunately, is 
present in the world? 

I think you said it very nicely and 
correctly. For me, fear is an im-
portant manifestation of human 
nature. Fear of death is an accom-
panying part of our historical life. 
The one who has no fear, shows 
signs that something is wrong with 
him. Let’s be clear, only the dead 
have no fear. Even the Lord in 
Gethsemane allowed Himself to 
deny death through a natural hu-
man desire for it to pass Him. We 
remember His words, “if  it 
is possible, let this cup pass 
from Me.” Death is not some friend 
who needs to be hugged. On the 
contrary! 

On the other hand, no natural dis-
aster, including a pandemic, can 
separate us from the love of 
Christ… “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?”, the Apostle Paul asked, 
implying an answer known to eve-
ry Christian. 

How do you see the role of our 
Serbian Church under these new 
circumstances? 

 
Our entire Serbian episcopacy—
both in the homeland and in the 
diaspora—bears the cross of our 
day in an attentive and orderly 
manner. There is no hierarch who 
does not understand the pain and 
sorrow of our people and all of hu-
manity. And they all pray that the 
Lord eliminate this virus so that 
pessimism might turn into opti-
mism and unbelief to belief. Where 
sin is multiplied, grace multiplies 
even more—that’s the evangelical 
rule. This is true even in a state of 
suspended life such as ours, and 
we hope that it will be replaced 
with an “ever-moving repose” in 
the Kingdom of God. 

I would also add that this state of 
emergency has helped us to under-
stand more deeply the meaning of 
the words of the Philokalia which 
says: “A true monk is distant from 
all, and with all in unity.” This year, 
we are separated from everyone, 
so to speak, but—thank God!—we 

 A STATE OF SUSPENDED LIFE  AND EVER MOVING REPOSE  
A conversation with His Grace Bishop MAXIM for “The Path of Orthodoxy“, Issue no. II, 2020  
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can be with everyone in unity. After 
all, imprisonment is one thing 
while solipsism is a completely dif-
ferent thing (solus means “alone” 
and ipse “self”, so “fixated on one-
self”). It is very important that a 
person avoid withdrawal into one-
self since this can lead to various 
problematic conditions. The best 
antidote to solipsism is communi-
cation, at all levels: state, church, 
municipal, parish… 

With this communication we can 
win over everyone, even our ene-
mies. For instance, precisely at 
Pascha, we sing “Let us call 
‘brothers’ even those that hate us.” 
We often do not realize the fact that 
those who hate us, who gossip and 
slander us, are essentially waiting 
for our love, in some secret hope 
that we will not respond as ones 
who are hurt and vindictive. They 
want to witness the strength of our 
faith. And yet, in those very mo-
ments we come across as weak, en-
slaved by pride and we react like 
spoiled children and accuse them of 
godlessness. Yet these ungodly 
ones oftentimes are not ungodly, 
rather they reject the God of the 
Pharisees and scribes. 

On the other hand, the criticism of 
some people from the church at the 
expense of priests, bishops, the 
Synod, and even the Church itself, 
are outrageous. How many are 
there who are praying for the 
priests who with teary-eyes and 
wounded hearts serve in empty 
churches, praying for the world 
while receiving arrows from all 
sides? 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this time, the length of this 
state of emergency and quaran-
tine is unforeseeable. President 
Donald Trump, as well as many 
others on both federal and local 
levels of government, have ex-
pressed their concern for what 
essentially is the freezing of the 
economy. At the same time, they 
are—like us—concerned about 
the possible spread of the virus if 
we are allowed to move around 
and precautions are mitigated. 

 
The consequences of this pandemic 
are undoubtedly bad for the econo-
my and can already be considered 
to be very serious and, for some, 
tragic and incomprehensible. The 
extraordinary measures will proba-
bly last until a vaccine is discov-
ered. Going back to normal, or a 
“new normal”, is often mentioned 
in current discussions. However, as 
Christians, we will approach all 
things sober-mindedly, even at at-
tempts to establish a sort of utopi-
an, biosocial conservation of the 
species through naturalistic entre-
preneurship. Because we do not 
desire a mere “recovery of society” 
or a revival of the economy after 
the current collapse. Also, we 
would not like to see an attempt by 
rulers to convince their subjects 
that they have no choice but the 
one they prescribe, much of which 
has taken place in Serbia. Even so, 
the arrival of certain fundamental 
changes is being felt in the air both 
in America and throughout the 
world. 

How much does this affect the 

lives of families, specifically, in 
your Diocese and beyond? 

 
As I hear from priests, our faithful 
strive to live their lives in a manner 
worthy of the Christian name. I 
would sum it up in one sentence: 
“Obedient to the laws, they yet live 
on a level that transcends the law.” 
These words are not mine, but from 
the ancient Christian writing, the 
“Epistle to Diognetus.” Here, Chris-
tians are described as being very 
similar to every other citizen of the 
then Roman Empire.  

Since I have already mentioned this 
writing, I would like to point out 
something useful to us today. It is 
said there that Christians are 
“indistinguishable from other men 
either by nationality, language or 
customs... With regard to dress, 
food and manner of life in general, 
they follow the customs of whatev-
er city they happen to be living in, 
whether it is Greek or foreign... “. 
And then there is the sentence I 
mentioned, where it is emphasized 
that Christians obey the existing 
laws, but in their way of life they 
exceed them. This should be our 
measure by which we measure our-
selves in relation to the current 
rules regarding the corona virus. I 
consider it very possible to obey 
the laws (social distances, etc.) and 
not break any Christian law, espe-
cially the supreme one: regarding 
love. In that same epistle it says: 
“Christians are seen living in the 
world, but their pious life remains 
unseen.” What is meant to be said is 
that Christians are not some sort of 
provocateurs who cause disorder 
and especially not public scandal… 
Here we can see how ancient Chris-
tian text “speak” to all epochs. 
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The American population has 
not experienced restrictions on 
this scale since World War II, 
and many are finding it difficult. 
The average American feels free 
to express his opinion, to move 
about, to be active, etc. Some 
psychologists are already con-
cerned that the quarantine will 
have negative effects on the psy-
che and even the physical health 
of people. 

The scientific research surround-
ing this virus is both sobering and 
calming, which has gradually 
turned into an enormous 
“emotional monster.” Even when 
churches will 
be completely 
open, we will 
need to be 
careful about 
the underlying 
epidemiologi-
cal issues. I 
wonder, and I 
know I’m not 
alone in this, 
did a virus 
need to teach 
us this lesson? 
On the other 
hand, there are 
many faces of 
death, much 
crueler than 
this one, and 
we needn't suc-
cumb to its re-
duced version, 
named “corona.” 

Many have noted even earlier that 
America is an urban desert; name-
ly, beneath the cities and develop-
ments hides a desert zone. In the 
same vein, the urban de cor of ad-
vertisements and greenery masks a 
desert of self-isolation and distanc-
ing. People do not socialize in the 
streets or in the subways because 
they have been socially distanced 
for some time now (in houses, cars, 
boats, etc.). It doesn't have to be 
too strict, though. One Athonite 
monk recognized the Orthodox 
mark in the “cowboy” spirit: in-
stead of a socialist-realist high-rise 
apartment buildings with densely 
populated families, America offers 
the freedom of space, vast expans-
es and free time. 
 
Can the centuries-old patristic 
experience of Orthodoxy help us 

and how can it be applied in the 
fight against the negative effects 
of quarantine and the state of 
emergency in general? 

Patristic experience can help us, 
but discernment is needed to iden-
tify the answers from that experi-
ence. It is not transmitted automat-
ically and is not self-evident, but 
rather theological criteria are 
needed. Quarantine can work both 
ways, just like anything else. When 
you ask them how long they have 
been on Mount Athos, a true 
Athonite will reply that even jack-
als have lived on Athos for a long 
period of time, and they still re-

main jackals. The point? I can live 
on Athos for decades and have yet 
to visit it. Similarly, one can live in 
far-off America and have the spirit 
of the Athonite desert, to receive 
its rays of grace without ever phys-
ically being there. Thus, the 
-spiritual space is not geographical 
or limited to a calendar, rather, its 
theological. 

 
A monophysical avoiding of the an-
thropological dimensions of life is 
alien to our Tradition. This in-
cludes ignoring the contribution of 
science, which we neither overesti-
mate nor underestimate. “To think 
one knows does not permit one to 
advance in knowledge,” said an an-
cient Church father. Therefore, we 
need to take into account the cave-
ats that come to us from all sides, 
including psychology and sociolo-
gy. A measure for this relationship 

was given to us by a 7th century 
church father who said, “If you 
want to become an arbiter, seek 
always in things that which is hid-
den from your knowledge. You will 
find a great diversity of things that 
escape your notice; you will marvel 
at your lack of knowledge and be 
reduced in your own estimation. 
And when you come to know your-
self, you will understand many 
great and wonderful things.” All of 
this that is happening with the co-
rona virus is a temptation, but 
temptation can be transformed in-
to blessings – inasmuch as we 
reach knowledge through humili-

ty.  

The young church, that is, the 
school-age children, are con-
tinuing their education 
through online classes. When 
they finish the school year at 
the end of June, summer 
break will begin, and with it 
the start of the summer camp 
season. If this state of emer-
gency lasts for several more 
months, what measures and 
programs will the diocese 
take and offer to parents and 
children in the event that 
holding church camp is not 
feasible? 

We are thinking intensively 
about this since it is already 
clear that camps will not be 
held. We are open to ideas of 
having video classes, confer-

ences and the like, so we will pre-
pare the appropriate content by 
the summer. 

Can you tell us a little about the 
OrthoPrax App you developed 
for mobile phones? 
 
This phone app indeed offers us 
certain possibilities during the cur-
rent situation. It is the best Ortho-
dox iPhone and Android app in the 
world. If there is an ideal church 
mobile application, then it 
is OrthoPrax: it has a complete Or-
thodox calendar, a prayer book, 
with an archive of over ten thou-
sand icons in high resolution, daily 
prayers and readings that help us 
follow the liturgical cycle of the 
church year. There is also access to 
the rich text and audio content of 
the Ochrid Prologue of St. Nikolai 
of Serbia. 
Whether such applications will 
help build church piety remains to  
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Plots available Greenwood Memo-
rial Park 
Greenwood Memorial, Burial Grave Plots Anastasis 

Lot 34, Grave 3 & 4 Single's "2 Plots" for $5,700.00  

 

Greenwood Memorial, Burial Grave Plots Anastasis 
Lot 34, Grave 1 and 2 are "Doubles"  $4,800.00 

each 

 

Contact: Vasilios Constantine 619-540-1190 

be seen; however, we think the ex-
istence of such applications is im-
portant. Today’s lifestyle, fueled by 
technology, has introduced a new 
and different kind of communica-
tion, and as the developers 
of OrthoPrax have shown, the 
Church is following these changes 
and is present in the virtual-digital 
arena. 

Can you mention some of the 
challenges facing pastoral minis-
try from the corona virus, and 
how much will they change when 
the precautionary measures are 
reduced? 

Unfortunately, in some places, the 
pandemic of the corona virus has 
revealed spiritual devastation. Peo-
ple are moving away from each 
other; superficial piety is manifest-
ed. Instead of coming together, 
people are divided. Instead of em-
bracing one another, they turn 
their backs to each other. This will 
not be recorded among their 
“sevap” (good deeds), as our people 
say. 

 
Yet, there is also a hidden blessing 
here, that we might take a deeper 
look within ourselves, so that when 
all of this passes, soon, God grant 
soon, we will live more God-
pleasing lives. Already now we can 
recognize the sincere faith of many 
who in their hearts live a sincere 
faith and relationship with God be-
fore the icon of Christ, the Theoto-
kos and all the saints. Their hearty 
faith is saving Orthodoxy. They 
show the truth of the saying that 
“both when we live and when we 

die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom 14: 8). 

What can we say about the chal-
lenges lying ahead? 

 
I believe that the answer to our di-
lemmas will not be found in solu-
tions solely from the past. We 
strive to have our thinking be in-
formed through God’s grace. Tradi-
tion is an avant-garde, in the sense 
that sometimes our answers will 
suddenly come to us from the fu-
ture. 

What is important for a priest 
and his ministry under these 
new circumstances which result-
ed from the coronavirus, and 
what about the layman? 

As elsewhere, there are some pa-
rishioners who interpret this crisis 
as God’s punishment on both us 
and others. I would say that this 
warning has ecological proportions 
as well. Let us not forget that the 
Lord instructed the Jews to rest 
every seventh year in order to give 
rest to both the fields and nature 
around them, with a pause in the 
exploitation of the land. (cf. Lev. 
25:2-4) 

 
Priests have told me how, just now, 
they have become more aware of 
certain aspects of life in Christ. As 
much as, on the one hand, we have 
been deprived of certain things, so 
much so, I think, our homes have 
received something which they 
previously lacked. We didn’t feel 
like our homes were small church-
es. And those prayers which are 
lifted up are now more sincere and 

deeper. 

 
I suppose that man will realizes the 
true value of something only when 
he is left without it. In theory, we 
have all been taught about the im-
portance of the “other,” about pray-
ers, and liturgy as an act of the peo-
ple, but we have never felt it so 
strongly before, with our entire be-
ing. At times it seems as if we are 
losing ground and so we ask our-
selves who are we. 

 

I would end by making a reference 
to one of our priests who had some 
health issues, unrelated to the 
coronavirus, but due to the strict 
precautionary measures, doctors 
sent him to take various tests. He 
noted how the current atmosphere 
in the hospitals, where everyone is 
masked, had a great impact on 
him. Or, perhaps it was the possi-
bility in being confronted with a 
different outcome from the medical 
findings. It is then, he says, that we 
realize our limits and just how un-
prepared we are for the Kingdom 
of God. And here he mentioned the 
example of St. Nikolai of Zicha who, 
while being held in the Dachau con-
centration camp, was exalted three 
times before Heaven, and each time 
he asked the Lord to bring him 
back to earth—because he felt that 
he was not ready. Our hope is that 
this time of temptation will serve 
to arouse in us an even greater de-
sire for the Lord and His Kingdom. 

Interview by                                           
Protopresbyter Bratislav Bratso Krsic  
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Paschal Troparion   
Christ is risen from the dead, 

Trampling down death by death, 
And upon those in the tombs 

Bestowing life! 




