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FATHER BRATSO’S LETTER TO THE PARISH 

Dear Parishioners and friends, 

I pray that this message finds you 
all in good health and spiritual 
state as we anticipate the Nativity 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  

 As we enter this holy sea-
son of the Nativity Fast on Novem-
ber 28, we are reminded that it is 
an important time of our Liturgical 
year that prepares us spiritually 
for the celebration of the Christ-
mas Season. It is a challenge for us 
as Orthodox Christians to live the 
Nativity Season when the com-
mercialism and materialism of the 
world around us has already be-
gun to bombard us with excessive 
advertising enticing us to shop 
more and more for things that we 
need and do not need. How do we 
balance our spiritual life in the 
midst of such commercialism dur-
ing this holy season whose pur-
pose is to prepare us so that we 
may properly welcome Christ the 
Child into our life? 

 I encourage you as a family 
to consider small ways that you 
can enter into the Nativity Fast 

Season this year. One small way 
might be to make a decoration in 
your home for Christmas a family 
activity; put some icon-tree-
ornaments on your Christmas 
tree; light a special candle and 
place it on the table as you sit 
down to eat your meal together; 
say a prayer before and after each 
meal; read the lives of saints (see 
Orthoprax app for iphone users; 
or the Prologue online); plan con-
fession and participation in the 
Liturgy (Holy Communion) every 
Sunday during this Nativity Fast; 
pray and fast every day; prepare a 
meal for the homeless (Focus min-
istry in downtown at God’s Ex-
tended Hand – 1625 Island Ave. 
our parish serves on the third 
Wednesday of each month); ear-
mark your special Nativity Fast 
season donation for Kosovo chil-
dren, orphans, widows, etc. These 
are some examples of how we 
can live the Nativity Fast Season - 
a time of waiting for the coming of 
the Lord – His Birth in the flesh for 
us and our salvation (January 7). 
May we welcome Christ worthily 
into our life! 

Our Sacramental Life 

 The life and character of an 
Orthodox Christian is in large 
measure shaped, nourished, and 
enriched by the Divine Liturgy or 
worship in the Church. Abounding 
with biblical readings, imagery, 
and expressions, the texts of the 
Liturgy set forth in doxological 
(glorification) form the Church's 
authentic and living tradition. In 
the Liturgy, the Orthodox Chris-
tian is in constant touch with the 

fundamental truths of the faith. 
Worship becomes a theology of 
fervent prayer, a living sacrifice of 
praise of a biblical people, a vision 
of the spiritual world, an acquisi-
tion of the Holy Spirit, and a fore-
taste of the things to come. 
Through the Liturgy, we are nour-
ished with the food of eternal life – 
The Lord Jesus Christ.  

 The sacraments 
[mysteries] prepare the faithful 
for the future life, but they also 
make that life real, here and 
now. We are given the vision 
and have the insight of the 
things to come through them. 
They introduce us endlessly and in 
various ways to the transforming 
power of God, which communi-
cates salvation, the cure of our 
fallen humanity and "the elimina-
tion of the germ of mortality." In 
them we encounter the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in order to be Christ. We 
enter upon a decisively new reali-
ty: in Christ we learn to become 
fully conscious of what it really 
means to be human. Encountering 
God, we also see the power of evil 
whose force attacks, pervades and 
distorts the image of God in us. 
Becoming one with Christ, we 
share in his victory over sin and 
death; the power of divine love 
overcomes evil in us and makes 
us anew into children of God 
and heirs of His Kingdom.  

Let us, my beloved in Christ, con-
template these words this pre-
Nativity and Nativity Season, take 
them to heart and apply them con-
cretely into our spiritual life. 
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Events in our parish 

Many community building and fel-
lowship events have taken place in 
our parish. It is through your gener-
osity, love and sacrifice that we con-
tinue sustaining our parish minis-
tries, growing and planning for the 
future. The San Diego Serbian Festi-
val stands out as the major event. As 
I’ve mentioned to many, we can 
measure the ‘success’ of these events 
by the number of attendees or funds 
that we were able to raise. Indeed, 
it’s a good way to look at it.  

However, as your parish priest, I look 
at these events from the perspective 
of the way they were executed. I 
have in mind the way that our pa-
rishioners worked together, support-
ed each other in the process and 
gave each other enough room to 
demonstrate ingenuity and creative-
ness. So in my mind, this year’s SD 
Serbian Festival was by far the most 
successful. Let us continue working 
together for our cherished St. George 
parish encouraging each other to 
reach new levels of spiritual and in-
tellectual accomplishments. My pro-
found gratitude goes out to all of 
you!  

Our church property 

The last couple of years have been 
marked as years of continued prop-
erty maintenance and improve-
ments, e.g. patio area, parking lot, the 
hall roof, shed doors, Sunday school 
room, remodel of Dopudja and Gre-
govich properties [these properties 
were endowed to our parish], the 
patio area extension with a retaining 
wall and gazebo (thank you to Kath-
leen Rutherford and her sister 
Kathy) and the list goes on. There is a 
lot yet to be accomplished.   

 What must be noted is that 
the Parish Council/Church Board 
members, just as the previous ones, 
have been working hard in prioritiz-
ing these projects based on our 

budget. I am grateful to each of them 
for their dedication to our parish 
ministries. The next focus is on the 
remodel of the hall, the installation of 
air-conditioning, heating, and then 
the projects inside and around the 
church (floor, air-conditioning, heat-
ing, sidewalk, etc.) The sequence of 
these projects is yet to be deter-
mined. Your continued support and 
prayers for the completion are great-
ly appreciated. 

Dichotomy of spiritual and materi-
al  

There cannot be a sharp distinction 
between our spiritual and material 
life. We live in this world that we are 
called to transform with our actions, 
prayer and acquisition of the Holy 
Spirit.  The spiritual dimension is 
woven deeply into the very texture 
of people's everyday lives. It is not an 
extra ingredient, an add-on factor. In 
religious practice, people should feel 
and know that the down-to-earth 
integrity of their everyday lives is 
being acknowledged and celebrated. 
What is celebrated is not just some 
esoteric dimension of their lives, but 
a concrete existence in this world 
that we, in cooperating with God, are 
called to transform. Our Sunday par-
ticipation in the Liturgy is not just 
reserved for those two hours. We 
must take the Liturgy we’ve experi-
enced and concretely took a part in, 
back into the world, i.e. share it, wit-
ness it, speak about it, live it. Alas, to 
have this happen, we must be totally 
taken up to Heaven, lay aside all 
earthly cares, and be immersed total-
ly in the Divine Liturgy, singing re-
sponses together with the choir and 
looking at each movement and find-
ing out what it means – what reality 
it communicates to us, where it’s tak-
ing us spiritually.  

Resources and information 

It’s always been our goal here at St. 
George to make our parish activity 

calendar available to our parishion-
ers and friends. To that end, we use 
our parish website 
(StGeorgeInSD.org), Facebook, 
emails, phone calls and regular US 
postal service. Please, let us know 
(619-276-5827; stgeorgeparishof-
fice@gmail.com) if you do not re-
ceive some of this information. Addi-
tionally, for your spiritual edification 
and growth, I suggest the Orthoprax 
app (daily lives of saints with pray-
ers and scriptural readings), our Bi-
ble Study/Faith talks on Wednesday 
night, and Sunday school for your 
children. Also, I recommend the AFR 
(Ancient Faith Radio) app offering 
talks and music, as well as Orthodox 
Christian Network (myocn.net). Fi-
nally, please feel free to reach out to 
me with any questions, my cell 
phone number is 619-316-2362 and 
email: FrBratso@sbcglobal.net. All 
this is for your enlightenment and 
more frequent participation.  

Thank you 

 It is an incredible gift for me 
to serve as your parish priest. We 
walk this journey of our Orthodox 
Faith together. The Nativity Season 
of gift giving is indeed a special time 
of our year, and the gift of Jesus 
Christ coming into our lives is truly 
the greatest of gifts!  

Many of you generously make contri-
butions to the Church at the end of 
the calendar year. This year, Decem-
ber 31 falls on a Monday. If you are 
making end of year contributions, 
please do so by or on Sunday, De-
cember 30th or mail your dated 
checks for 2018 to our church ad-
dress: St. George SOC, 3025 Denver 
Street, San Diego, CA 92117.  

Have a blessed Nativity Season! 
You’re all in my daily prayers. 

 

With profound thanks and humble prayers, 

Fr. Bratso Krsic 

mailto:stgeorgeparishoffice@gmail.com
mailto:stgeorgeparishoffice@gmail.com
mailto:FrBratso@sbcglobal.net
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Gathered at the autumn meeting of 
the Holy Assembly of Bishops, we 
the Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church headed by His Holiness Ser-
bian Patriarch Irinej, in these diffi-
cult times which our Church and the 
faithful are facing in Kosovo and Me-
tohija, first of all express our sup-
port to His Grace Bishop Teodosije 
of Ras ka-Prizren, his clergy, monas-
tics and the faithful people of the 

Diocese of Ras ka-Prizren in their 
efforts to persist and remain in Ko-
sovo and Metohija, the heartland of 
the Serbian Orthodox spirituality 
and our identity. 

Furthermore, we express our con-
cern due to the latest developments, 
especially many incidents, thefts 
and other forms of pressure target-
ed against our people. We remind 
the international and local political 

representatives that they are 
obliged to provide peaceful and dig-
nified life for all citizens and not to 
allow any violence. We there espe-
cially emphasize the importance of 
the presence and active role of the 
international peace-forces KFOR 
and the OSCE mission in accordance 
with the UNSC Resolution 1244, 
which must continue until normal 
living conditions have been estab-

COMMUNIQUE OF THE HOLY ASSEMBLY  

OF BISHOPS OF THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH ON 

KOSOVO AND METOHIJA 
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lished for all communities in Koso-
vo and Metohija. 

On this occasion too, we repeat the 
firm and unanimous position of all 
the members of the Assembly of 
Bishops of our Church expressed 
at the annual meeting in May, that 

the full sovereignty and in-
tegrity of Serbia in Kosovo 
and Metohija cannot be 
questioned under no cir-
cumstances, as it is guaran-
teed by the Constitution of 
Serbia and the UNSCR 1244. 

 For our Church, Kosovo and Meto-
hija has never been nor can ever 
be only a political issue whose 
solving is under exclusive monop-
oly of the state authorities. For us, 
throughout our history and today, 
Kosovo and Metohija has primarily 
been a question of the survival of 
our clergy, monastics and the 
faithful people and, especially, our 
ancient holy sites without which 
we would never become what we 
are today. 

As we cannot discuss the survival 
of our people, especially of the vul-
nerable majority of the Serbs liv-
ing south of the Ibar river, without 
the preservation of our holy sites, 
we equally cannot discuss the 
preservation of our holy sites as 
cultural and religious monuments 
only, whose survival is allegedly 
possible without our congregation. 
Our holy sites have their deepest 
meaning solely as places of liturgi-
cal gathering of our people, not 
only of those from Kosovo and Me-
tohija, but from all Serb-inhabited 
regions and the world. 

Our obligations towards Kosovo 
and Metohija are more profound 
today, as we have been facing in-

creasingly strong international 
pressures on our country to agree 
to renounce Kosovo and Metohija, 
either by a direct act of recogni-
tion of Kosovo or by a tacit ap-
proval of Kosovo’s membership in 
the UN and other international or-
ganizations. Any signature which 
would ultimately enable recogni-
tion of Kosovo, participation in the 
UN or Serbia’s renouncement of it 
in any form, would forever deprive 
Serbia of her historical rights to 
the area so fundamentally im-
portant for our spirituality and 
statehood. 

We are particularly concerned 
that under the disguise of the 
alleged “delimitation between 
Serbs and Albanians” the possi-
bility of separation from Serbia 
is intruded – if not of all Kosovo 
and Metohija, then of its great-
est and most important part, 
which would lead to its recogni-
tion as a part of either inde-
pendent Kosovo or even of the 
so-called Greater Albania.  

Consequences of such a decision 
would be tragic for the future of 
our people and our holy sites. In 
such a scenario the majority of 
Serbs, deprived of adequate pro-
tection and security, would  be 
forced to flee their historical 
homeland, where an ethnic clean 
Albanian society would be estab-
lished with even greater intensity, 
and with obliteration of all traces 
of our historical existence. The 
idea of the so-called partition or 
separation of the organic unity be-
tween the Serbs south and north 
of the Ibar river, and of them joint-
ly from the other Serbs, no matter 
where they live, creates lots of un-
easiness and grave concern 
amongst our people and does not 

enjoy support of the majority of 
Serbia’s citizens and Serbs all over 
the world. Territorial partition is 
especially dangerous because it 
would inevitably mean the crea-
tion of ethnic clean territories, 
which would have unforeseeable 
consequences for the region, still 
painfully recovering from the suf-
fering and destruction inflicted 
during the 1990s. For this reason 
our Church has always supported 
building of a society in 
which  peoples of different origin 
can live in peace, with full protec-
tion and respect of their religious, 
cultural and ethnic identities. 

The Holy Assembly of Bishops is 
particularly concerned that as 
of 2007 our Church has never 
been officially invited to express 
her suggestions on the protec-
tion of our holy sites, clergy, mo-
nastics and the faithful. For 
years we have been insisting on 
adequate protection of our holy 
sites because we have witnessed 
not only everyday blatant lack of 
implementation of the existing le-
gal provisions (related to the ele-
ments of the “Ahtisaari plan” 
which were incorporated in the so
-called Kosovo legislation) even in 
spite of international pressures, 
but we have also seen that local 
self-proclaimed Kosovo institu-
tions continue with impunity the 
process which is aimed at creation 
of ethnic clean Albanian Kosovo in 
which in the long run there would 
be no place for Serbs and other 
non-Albanian communities.  

Systematic avoidance of the ac-
cepted obligations of Pris tina re-
lated to the Community of Serbian 
Municipalities and other obliga-
tions from the “Brussels dialog” 
only confirms that in the current 
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circumstances and with the exist-
ing behavior towards the Serbs it 
would be very hard to find a long-
term solution.  

This by no means implies that our 
Church supports “a frozen conflict”, 
on the contrary – we encourage the 
continuation of an open but care-
fully guided dialog which would 
primarily focus on the protection of 
human and religious rights, im-
provement of the rule of law, 
strengthening of the legal security 
and more efficient protection of the 
vulnerable spiritual and cultural 
heritage which would not depend 
on the self-will of the local Kosovo 
institutions, but would be regulated 
in a more comprehensive way with 
an international supervision and 
clearly defined mechanisms of im-
plementation of the agreed princi-
ples of protection.  

It is also very hard to talk about any 
further dialogue without creating 

conditions for the return of the ex-
pelled Serbs, the protection and 
restitution of their usurped proper-
ty. Abandoning this request would 
mean an approval of the post-war 
ethnic cleaning as a done deal. 
Without these preconditions, it is 
impossible to talk about a durable 
solution of problems in Kosovo and 
Metohija. For this reason, imposing 
of hasty deadlines despite extreme-
ly unfavorable conditions on the 
ground and a very complex situa-
tion in the European Union is with-
out any justification. 

We appeal on the state representa-
tives of the Republic of Serbia that 
instead of seeking hasty settlement 
of issues with Pris tina, pay 
more  attention to the building of a 
state and national platform in the 
preparation of which all relevant 
factors of our society would partici-
pate.  

Only this way would the basic in-

terests of our people be preserved 
and the confidence of all crucial so-
cial counterparts in the land would 
be reestablished. At the same time, 
we need to continue building confi-
dence and understanding with Ko-
sovo Albanians and all other peo-
ples of good will who live in Kosovo 
and Metohija, as well as in other 
parts of Serbia, because the future 
of the region primarily depends on 
the readiness and ability of all of us 
to live with one another in peace 
and mutual respect. 

With the approaching of the 800 
years’ Jubilee of the Autocephaly of 
our Holy Church it is of paramount 
importance that we all remind our-
selves that the statehood of Serbia 
has been from its very establish-
ment inseparably intertwined with 
the spiritual tradition of our Church 
as the crucial factor of our identity 
throughout the history. 

 



 THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Spring 

 

8 THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Winter  2018 

Out of burning love, Thou 
didst come down from heav-

en; 
From eternal beauty, Thou 

didst descend into monstrous 
pain; 

From eternal light, Thou didst 
descend into the thick dark-

ness of evil. 
Thou didst extend Thy holy 
hand to those choked in sin. 

Heaven was amazed, the earth 
quaked. 

Welcome, O Christ!                       
O ye peoples, rejoice! 

Out of burning love, by which 

Thou didst create the world, 
As a slave Thou didst debase 
Thyself to loose the enslaved, 
To restore the house that Ad-

am destroyed, 
To enlighten the darkened, to 

unloose sinners. 
Love that knows not fear or 

humiliation- 
Welcome, O Christ! The Mas-

ter of Salvation! 
Out of burning love, O King of 

all beauty, 
Thou didst leave the radiance 

of the beautiful Cherubim, 
Thou didst descend into the 

cave of human life, 
To despairing men, with a 

torch and peace. 
How to contain Thee?-The 
earth became frightened. 

Welcome, O Christ! Heaven 
bears Thee up! 

The most beautiful Virgin for 

a long time hoped in Thee. 

The earth raises her to Thee, 

that through her Thou wilt de-

scend 

From the lofty throne, from 

the heavenly city, 

To bring health, to release 

man from sin. 

O Holy Virgin, Golden Censer- 

To thee be glory and praise, O 

Mother full of grace! 

 

By Saint Nikolai Velimirović 

Icon of Mother of God of Murom  

Hymns of Praise 

The Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ 
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THE SACRAMENT OF PEN-
ANCE OR CONFESSION 

 The Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession) is a "new Baptism". It 
has also been called the Mystery of 
the Second Baptism since it in-
volves the forgiveness of all sins 
committed after Baptism. Fr. Mey-
endorff writes: "Originally a public 
act, required from sinners who ei-
ther had been officially excommu-
nicated or had performed acts lia-
ble to excommunication, penance, 
gradually and especially after the 
fourth century, took the form of 
private confession, followed by a 
prayer of absolution pronounced 

by a priest. It then identified itself 
almost completely with the prac-
tice of private spiritual direction, 
especially widespread in monastic 
communities."8 

 Not every sin requires the 
necessity of sacramental for-
giveness since we are never com-
pletely without sin. The Church has 
regarded sacramental penance as 
necessary for grave sins, i.e., mur-
der, apostasy, adultery and for 
those sins of disobedience which 
serve to separate us from God and 
the love of our fellow humans. 
Christians who live in communion 
with Christ are expected to avail 
themselves of sacramental pen-

ance periodically as a form of spir-
itual check-up, as a means of hum-
bling themselves before God and in 
order to receive guidance in the 
spiritual life from their pastor. 
Confession has never been viewed 
legalistically in the Eastern Church, 
i.e., as a way of sentencing and 
punishing guilt. On the contrary, 
the sinner is considered to be a 
prisoner of Satan and, as such, a 
morally sick person. Christ comes 
through the Sacrament of Penance 
to liberate and heal rather than to 
judge. 

 One can find in the Ortho-
dox Church an important theology 
of tears. Just as in Baptism our sins 

Introducing the Orthodox Church Its Faith & Life. 
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are cleansed by water, so the sins 
committed after baptism are 
cleansed by water, i.e., tears of re-
pentance. St. Symeon the New The-
ologian calls them the "Baptism of 
the Holy Spirit" and teaches that 
sins committed after baptism can-
not be forgiven without tears. Thus 
St. John Climacus wrote: "Greater 
than baptism itself is the fountain 
of tears after baptism, even though 
it is somewhat audacious to say so. 
For baptism is the washing away of 
evils that were in us before, but 
sins committed after baptism are 
washed away tears. Because bap-
tism is received in infancy, we have 
all defiled it, but we cleanse it anew 
with tears. And if God in His love 
for mankind had not given us tears, 
then few indeed would be saved." 

 There are two kinds 

of confession in the Or-
thodox Church: private 
confession by prayer and 
sacramental confession. 
Whereas our Roman Catholic 
brethren tend to hold to sacramen-
tal confession only, and our 
Protestant brethren to confession 
by private prayer only, the Ortho-
dox Church, following the apostolic 
way, avoids both extremes. It holds 
that divine forgiveness may be re-
ceived either by private prayer or 
by the Sacrament. In the case of a 
grave sin, confession by private 
prayer should be supplemented by 
sacramental confession. In case of 
uncertainty as to what constitutes 
a grave sin, one should consult 
one's priest. Sacramental confes-
sion before a priest even for lighter 

sins is a recommended practice in 
the Orthodox Church at least once a 
year. Whichever way of confession 
we choose, in any given situation, 
either private or sacramental, or 
both, must be followed by receiving 
Holy Communion since this is the 
sacrament by which our sins are 
forgiven and washed in the Pre-
cious Blood of Jesus. 

 The entire beauty and mys-
tery of the Sacrament of Penance is 
expressed in the following exhorta-
tion which the priest addresses to 
the penitent in the Russian rite. It 
portrays the role of the priest in 
Confession as that of a witness ra-
ther than a judge. "Behold, my 
child, Christ stands here invisibly 
and receives your confession; 
therefore, do not be ashamed or 
afraid, and hide nothing from me; 
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but tell me without hesitation all the 
things that you have done, and so 
you will have pardon from our Lord 
Jesus Christ. See, his holy image is 
before us; and I am only a witness, 
bearing testimony before him of all 
the things you have to say to me. 
But if you hide anything from me, 
you will have greater sin. Take care, 
then, lest having come to a physi-
cian you depart unhealed." 

THE SACRAMENT OF HO-
LY COMMUNION 

 In the sixth chapter of John's 
Gospel Jesus said to His disciples: 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven; my Father gives you the 
true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven, and gives life to 
the world . . . I am the bread of life. 
Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. This is 
the bread which comes down from 
heaven, that a man may eat of it and 
not die. I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven, if anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live for 
ever; and the bread which I shall 
give for the life of the world is my 
flesh" (John 6:32-33; 48-51). 

 The disciples then turned to 
Jesus and said, "Lord, give us this 
bread always" (John 6:34). 

 Jesus complied with their 
request. He gave us the Bread of 
Life, Himself, in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist: 

"For my flesh is food indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. He who eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood 
abides in me, and I in him" (John 
6:55-56). 

 The Eucharist is a personal 

encounter with the living Christ. 
This is where we meet Him and in-
vite Him into our soul. 

 The Eucharist has been 
called a nuptial encounter of the 
soul with her Lord, a marriage un-
ion between Christ and the soul. In 
the words of Cyril of Jerusalem: 
"Christ has given to the children of 
the bridal chamber the enjoyment 
of His body and His blood." Another 
ancient Christian writer, Theodoret, 
writes, "In eating the elements of 
the Bridegroom and drinking His 

blood, we accomplish a marriage 
union." The Eucharist, then, be-
comes the marriage relationship 
through which the Bridegroom, 
Christ, espouses the Church as His 
Bride, thus transforming a human 
community into the Church of God. 

 The Eucharist is a divine 
blood transfusion. God transfuses 
His own precious, sacred, royal and 
life-giving blood into our blood 
stream to give us new life, new 
strength and royal dignity. The Old 

Testament speaks of blood as life 
(Gen. 2:7; Lev. 17:11, 14). In the 
New Testament the Eucharist be-
comes the way by which we receive 
the very life of God through the Pre-
cious Blood of His Son. 

 Someone said once, "I had 
been taught in Sunday School that 
'God is everywhere.' But that was 
one of the things that made me an-
gry. Everywhere was too vague. I 
wanted to find Him somewhere." 

 The God who is present eve-

rywhere is to be found somewhere 
in specific. "This is my body . . . This 
is my blood." When Jesus spoke 
these words He meant exactly what 
He said. The bread and the wine 
that are received at Communion are 
literally His Body and Blood. They 
are not merely symbols. For Jesus 
Himself said, "For my flesh is food 
indeed, and my blood is drink in-
deed" (John 6:55).  

 St. John Chrysostom writes, 
"What is in the chalice is the same 
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as that which flowed from Christ's 
side. What is the bread? Christ's 
body." ". . . the bread which I shall 
give for the life of the world is my 
flesh," said Jesus (John 6:51). 

 Meditating on the Last Sup-
per, some might say to themselves: 
Would that I were there with those 
eleven apostles in the presence of 
the Master that evening in the Up-
per Room! How I wish I could have 
heard from His lips the words, 
"This is my body . . . This is my 
blood . . . Take, eat . . . drink . . ." Yet 
through the Eucharist we are 
there! The same Master is present. 
The same bread. The same cup. 
The same sacrifice. The same Up-
per Room. The same Last Supper. 
In the words of Nicolai Gogol, the 
Eucharist is "the eternal repetition 
of the great act of love performed 
on Calvary." 

 The Eucharist is a making 
present again of the sacrifice of 
Christ in a mysterious manner. The 
Sacrifice of Christ is presented in 
the New Testament 
as something that 
happened once for 
all, that can never 
be repeated and to 
which nothing can 
be added. The Sac-
rifice of Jesus may 
be made present 
again to us in Holy 
Communion today 
so that we may par-
take of its benefits, 
but still as that 
which happened 
once for all. It is not 
a new sacrifice. For 
this reason it is 
called an "unbloody 
sacrifice." It is 
equally clear that 

the Eucharist in Orthodox worship 
is the remembering not only of the 
death of our Lord but also of His 
burial, Resurrection, Ascension, 
and Second Coming as well. 

 St. Isaac the Syrian writes: 
"Blessed is he that has eaten of the 
Bread of love which is Jesus. While 
still in this world, he breathes the 
air of the resurrection, in which 
the righteous will delight after 
they rise from the dead." 

 Writing on the importance 
of the Eucharist, Nicholas Cabasi-
las says, "It is the completion of all 
the sacraments and not simply one 
of them . . . All human striving 
reaches here its ultimate goal. For 
in this sacrament we attain God 
Himself, and God Himself is made 
one with us in the most perfect of 
all unions . . . This is the final mys-
tery: beyond this it is not possible 
to go, nor can anything be added to 
it." 

 St. Nilus writes, "It is im-

possible for the believer to be 
saved, to receive remission of sins 
and be admitted to the kingdom of 
heaven, unless in fear, faith and 
love he receives communion of the 
pure Mysteries of the Body and 
Blood of Jesus. ' ' 

 The Eastern Church has 
been willing to accept the mystery 
of the change that occurs in the 
elements of the bread and wine 
without trying to explain it with 
words such as 
"transubstantiation" as was done 
in the Western Church. As Paul Ev-
dokimov said, "The East has too 
strong a sense of mystery to at-
tempt to explain the Eucharist." 

 One of the most important 
points of the Orthodox liturgy 
comes with the priest's invocation 
(epiclesis) of the Holy Spirit to 
consecrate the bread and the wine. 

 Just as the Holy Spirit de-
scended to the womb of Mary and 
made the body of Jesus from the 
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flesh of the Virgin, so the same 
Spirit descends upon the bread and 
wine on the altar, transforming 
them into the Body and Blood of 
Jesus. 

 St. John of Damascus writes, 
"And now you ask, 'How does the 
bread become Christ's Body, and 
the wine and the water become 
Blood?' I tell you, the Holy Ghost 
comes and makes these Divine 
Mysteries... to be Christ's Body and 
Blood." 

 The early Church Fathers 
never suggested that we not par-
take of Communion often because 
of personal unworthiness. To the 
contrary, one of the most ancient 
Christian documents, the Didache, 
says, "If anyone is holy, let him 
come; if he is not, let him repent 
(and come)." 

 We need to realize that no 
one is ever worthy to receive God 
within one's soul. It is not a matter 

of our worthiness but of God's 
grace. Communion is never a re-
ward for holy living but always the 
gift of God's grace no matter how 
much we may have prepared. May 
we keep our sense of unworthiness 
so that it may keep leading us to 
the only One Who can make us 
worthy. The sense of unworthiness 
is just the right attitude with which 
to approach Communion, for it 
helps us accept the Eucharist as a 
completely free gift of God's su-
preme grace. An exaggerated sense 
of unworthiness needs to give way 
to humble gratitude for God's 
grace which accepts especially the 
unworthy to make them worthy. Is 
not the Eucharist Matthew's ban-
quet all over again? To the horror 
of the "good" people, Jesus eats 
and drinks with sinners! 

 St. Nicodemus promoted 
frequent communion on Mr. Athos 
and in the Orthodox Church in gen-

eral. In 1783 he published a book-
let "On Frequent Communion". Alt-
hough he was attacked by some, an 
official decree of the Synod of Con-
stantinople (August, 1819) accept-
ed his principle that the faithful 
should receive communion at eve-
ry liturgy. This is now an official 
canon of the Church. So, let us 
"with the fear of God, with faith 
and love draw near" to receive the 
King of Kings in every liturgy. Eve-
ry liturgy is Communion time. In 
the early Church not to receive 
communion at the liturgy was a 
sign that the individual was a 
lapsed member who was seeking 
re-admission to the Church. 

 Ideally, preparation for Ho-
ly Communion is not something 
that is done hastily in a few days, 
or even weeks. The whole life of 
the Christian should be prepara-
tion for the Eucharist.  
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We shall share some of the specific 
ways by which we may prepare: 

 1.St. Paul speaks of this 
when he writes, ". . . let a man ex-
amine himself and so eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup" (1 
Cor. 11:28). In a sense, self-
examination is something that is 
practiced regularly in the life of the 
Christian as he prays daily, reads 
God's word devoutly and partici-
pates faithfully in the liturgy. He is 
constantly judging himself as Jesus 
speaks to him, pruning from his 
life the dead branches that bear no 
fruit. The purpose of self-
examination is not to make a per-
son consider himself" worthy", but 
to bring him to an awareness of his 
unworthiness and lead him to re-
pentance. 

 2.On the morning before 
going to the liturgy to receive Com-
munion we do not eat or drink an-
ything if our health allows. Just as 
one would not spoil his appetite by 
eating before a special meal, so we 
sharpen our spiritual appetite for 
Christ through such fasting. The 
general rule for fasting is that the 
more often one receives Holy Com-
munion, the less one may fast. 
There can be some abstinence 
from meat the week before, espe-
cially on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
It is good to consult with one's 
priest as to the extent of one's fast-
ing since it depends on the fre-
quency of receiving the Sacrament. 
One thing we must remember is 
that there is no necessary connec-
tion between fasting and Commun-
ion. We must never allow an over-
emphasis on fasting to become a 
wall separating us from Christ 
Who wishes to come to us in every 
liturgy. Christianity is a relation-
ship with a Person. We must never 
allow a self-righteous emphasis on 

so-called "rules of fasting" to de-
stroy this all-important relation-
ship. The Church Fathers keep em-
phasizing that true fasting is to ab-
stain from sin and evil. They also 
suggest the more positive "fasting 
of love' ', i.e., to deny oneself of 
food in order to share that food 
with the hungry. 

 3.The Orthodox Prayer 
Book contains some very moving 
prayers written by the Church Fa-
thers that are designed to be read 
before and after Communion. We 
may incorporate the reading of 
these prayers into our daily prayer 
life, reading one or two each day, 
morning and evening. All of these 
beautiful prayers contain the cry of 
humility, unwosthiness, and peni-
tence, as expressed by this sample: 

". . .  I am not worthy, Master and 
Lord, that You should enter under 
the roof of my soul. Yet inasmuch 
as You desire to live in me as the 
lover of men, I approach with bold-
ness. You have commanded: let the 
doors be opened which You alone 
have made and You shall enter 
with Your love . . . You shall enter 
and enlighten my darkened rea-
soning. I believe that You will do 
this . . ." 

 4.One must always ap-
proach Jesus with a plea for mercy 
and forgiveness. It is sincere faith 
and repentance - not perfection - 
that make us worthy for frequent 
Communion. Although it is not nec-
essary to go to Confession before 
each Communion, if we receive 
Communion regularly it is still nec-
essary to seek forgiveness through 
prayer. The pre-Communion pray-
ers of the Church are replete with 
pleas for forgiveness. If grave sins 
have been committed, one should 
avail oneself also of the Sacrament 

of Confession. 

 5.Forgiveness from those 
we have hurt should be sought be-
fore Communion. We must ap-
proach the Holy Table "with the 
fear of God (filial reverence), with 
faith and with LOVE." We are 
bound to share with others the for-
giving love we receive from Jesus. 
Love is the one thing we must pray 
for before coming to the Holy Ta-
ble. No hostilities or grudges or 
dissension must be brought there. 
There must be penitence for lack 
of love. Thus, we prepare for Com-
munion with self-examination, 
fasting, prayer, repentance and 
forgiveness. 

 The most wonderful thing about 
man is that he was created to contain 
God. This is the miracle of miracles! 
Each one of us was made to be a tem-
ple of God, a golden chalice, a taber-
nacle of God's presence. The infinitely 
great God Who revealed Himself in Je-
sus as the great God of love waits to 
take up residence in us. He stands at 
the door of our soul and knocks until 
we hear His voice and His knock to 
open and let Him come in to sup with 
us in the heavenly banquet. He will not 
rest until He has invaded our heart and 
made it His throne. If we allow Him to 
enter regularly through the Eucharist, 
He will transubstantiate and change 
our lives into the beautiful life of Jesus. 
"I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in 

me" (Gal. 2:20). 
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH 

The early Jews believed that God 
dwelled in a box which they called 
the tabernacle. They carried the 
box with them always. The box, of 
course, contained the stone tablets 
on which God had 
written the ten 
commandments. 
No one was ever 
to touch this sa-
cred box. Once, a 
man did touch it 
by accident and 
was immediately 
struck dead. At 
another time 
when the box was 
captured by the 
Philistines, the 
Jews felt it was 
the end for them 
because they had 
lost their God. 
Later, they built a tent to house 
this box. Still later when Solomon 
built his famous temple in Jerusa-
lem, the box or tabernacle was 
placed in the holy of holies. 

 R. L. Bruckberger writes, "In 
the deserts, God lived beneath a 
tent, in His tabernacle, and often 
during the night a column of fire 
stood above that tent among all the 
others, revealing to every eye that 
glory of His reassuring and terrible 
Presence. When His people were 
settled in the Promised Land, God 
continued for a long time to be sat-
isfied with a tent, close to the pal-
ace of the king and the houses of 
man. It was only with regret, as it 

seemed, that He left His tent for the 
magnificent Temple that Solomon 
built."4 

 Ever since Solomon built 
the Temple to house the tabernacle 
people have had the impression 
that the Church is a building. Yet 

when Solomon dedicated his Tem-
ple he said in his prayer of dedica-
tion: "But will God dwell indeed 
with man on the earth? Behold, 
heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain Thee; how much 
less this house which I have 
built" (2 Chron. 6:18). How can 
God live in a building when even 
the whole universe is not big 
enough to contain Him? Solomon 
knew that God cannot be boxed in 
a house, no matter how magnifi-
cent it is. God is everywhere, in the 
streets, in factories, in schools, on 
lonely roads, in rooming houses. 
He cannot be contained or limited 
to a temple or a church. The whole 
universe is His Church. 

 God does not need this 
building we call a church, but we 
do. We need places that are spe-
cially dedicated to God, where peo-
ple meet together with the one 
purpose of praising God and seek-
ing to know His will. Of course, we 

can wor-
ship God 
on the golf 
course but 
we don't. 
We need a 
house of 
worship 
where 
every-
thing: ar-
chitecture, 
icons, mu-
sic, vest-
ments, 
chalices, 
sermon, 
incense, 

candles conspire to help us wor-
ship by bringing God into focus. A 
woman called a church one day 
and asked, "Will the President be 
in your church tomorrow?" The 
answer she received was, "I don't 
know if the President will be here, 
but God will." Truly, God is always 
present in His Church. He speaks 
through the Scripture readings. He 
offers Himself to us through Holy 
Communion. It is indeed His house. 
The ever-present danger, however, 
is that we will confine God to this 
house, imprison Him there and feel 
that the building is the only place 
where God is present, that it is His 
only house. It is not. (see page 18) 

Introducing the Orthodox Church Its Faith and Life  
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THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

The God who lived in a tent with 
His people in the Old Testament, 
pitched His tent in a Person in the 
New Testament. This is the literal 
meaning of the word "eskinose" or 
"dwelt among us" in John 1:14, 
"And the word became flesh and 
pitched his tent among us, full of 
grace and truth; we have beheld 
his glory, glory as from the only 
Son from the Father." The Son of 
God, the second person of the Trin-
ity, took on a human nature. "God 
has moved from the Temple of Je-
rusalem into the human nature of 
Jesus, as formerly He had moved 
form the Tabernacle into the Tem-
ple of Solomon."5 God now lives 
not in a Temple but in a human 
person. The Lord Jesus becomes 
the living Temple of God. 

 This same Jesus in turn 
comes to pitch his tent in us 
through the great Sacrament of Ho-
ly Communion. "He who eats my 
flesh and drinks my Blood abides 
in me, and I in him" (John 5:56). 
Through the Sacrament of Chris-
mation (Confirmation) we receive 
within us God the Holy Spirit which 
prompts St. Paul to say, "Do you 
not know that you are God's tem-
ple, and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you?" Now God abides in His peo-
ple. Each one of us becomes a tem-
ple, a walking church. 

 So the church is not only a 
building; it is also the people in 
whom God dwells. The building is 
not merely the house of God; it is 
even more the house of God's peo-
ple. The people are the Church. (By 
people we mean clergy and laity 
together constituting the fullness 
of the Church.) During the first 
three centuries of Christianity 

some Christians even worshipped 
underground in catacombs because 
of the persecutions. Yet the Church 
existed - and even flourished - de-
spite the paucity of church build-
ings; for, you see, the Church is 
God's people. There was also a pe-
riod when the early Christians 
worshipped in private homes. 
Again the Church was not identi-
fied with a specific building; the 
Church was God's people. If your 
church building is ever destroyed 
this will not mean that your church 
will cease to exist. The people are 
the Church. They will worship in 
homes, or in a hall. The Church is 
not primarily a building; it is a 
group of people who have respond-
ed to God's call and gather every 
Sunday to be with Him. The Greek 
word for church EKKLESIA means 
"those who have been called out." 
A Christian is one who has been 
called out of the world and belongs 
to Christ. 

 In the Old Testament God 
had chosen the Jews to be His peo-
ple. They were to be a new commu-
nity through which God would save 
the world. He revealed Himself to 
them that they in turn may reveal 
Him to the other nations. When the 
old Israel refused to believe in Je-
sus as the Promised Messiah, the 
Church was called by God to be the 
"new Israel," the new chosen peo-
ple, the new saving community 
that is to spread the "good news" of 
what God has done in Christ to all 
people across the face of the earth. 
We the people became the Church, 
the tabernacle of God's saving 
presence in the world. "But you are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God's own people, that 
you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous 
light" (1 Peter). Human beings, not 
stone and mortar, were to be the 
symbol of God's presence in the 
world. God has chosen man himself 
as His Temple. 

YOU ARE CHRIST'S BODY 

 Desiring to work among us, 
God the Son took to Himself a hu-
man body like ours. We call this the 
Incarnation: With and through that 
body God acted in Christ during the 
33 years that He lived in this 
world. He taught; He healed; He 
forgave; He offered Himself on the 
Cross for our salvation. Then on 
Ascension Day His body left the 
earth, and was no longer active 
among us. 

 If God intended, after the 
Ascension, to do any more work 
among us, He must either bring 
that body back again (as He will do 
when He comes at the Last Judge-
ment), or else He must use some 
other body. He has chosen to do 
the latter. This time it is not a phys-
ical body like the one born of the 
Virgin Mary. It is instead an organ-
ism which St. Paul likens to a body 
when he says, "You are Christ's 
body." All those Christians who 
have been baptized, who have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, who share in 
the life of Christ through Holy Com-
munion, make up the Body that is 
to be the instrument of Christ's 
work on earth. In other words, 
Christ lives and works today 
through all those who make up this 
new Body in the world, i.e., the 
Church. We are the Church. 

By Anthony M. Coniaris 
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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 Morava has started its sea-
son with a BANG! It has been a 
busy few months back for the 
group and all the dancers have re-
ally stepped up! The season started 
back up again in September and we 
started learning our first of two 
new dances for the season. We are 
reviving a classic Morava dance, 
Stara Srbija, and bringing it new 
life. We hope to have it ready for 
you all in early 2019! In September 
we also had the honor of perform-
ing at Sv. Petka’s Serbian Festival 
and enjoyed the great food and 
hospitality. Lastly, Morava partici-
pated in the Vista Viking Festival 
all weekend where you could find 
us working at our Nordic Ice stand 
selling shaved ice.  

 October was also a busy and 
exciting month for Morava. 
We performed at our own 
San Diego Serbian Festival 
in the afternoon and even-
ing. Morava dancers were 
also working the wine bar 
and teaching “kolo” to our 
guests and visitors. Every 
October we look forward to 
Opolo’s Harvest Festival 
Weekend and this year was 
no different. The dancers 
performed for the two-night 
event and did an excellent 
job of mingling, singing, and 
dancing along with the 
guests. It really is a fun filled 
weekend where dancers and 
their families can relax and 
bond with some spectacular 
wine and great fellowship. A 
big thank you to Rick Quinn 

and Opolo Vineyards for inviting us 
every year to perform for them and 
for their continued support!  

 Though it has been a busy 
Fall Morava isn’t done yet! The 
group will be traveling to London, 
England to perform with “Rastko” 
from the St Sava parish at the end 
of November. We will be dancing 
alongside other groups from the 
United Kingdom and also a group 
from Sweden. Some of you might 
remember that we hosted “Rastko” 
for our 30th Summer Folkfest in 
2017. The dancers quickly bonded 
and those friendships have contin-
ued today. We are very excited to 
reconnect again with this fun folk-
lore group and create more memo-
ries that will last a lifetime.  

 In January of 2019 Morava 
is happy to announce that we will 

have a guest choreographer for a 
weekend Kolo camp. Professor An-
donov from Bulgaria will be teach-
ing us a new and original choreog-
raphy from the region of Pirot in 
southeast Serbia. 

 Mark your calendars! Mora-
va’s 32nd Summer Folkfest will be 
Saturday June 22, 2019.  

 We are always looking for 
new dancers ranging from young 
kids to adults. If you or anyone you 
know is interested in joining Mora-
va, please contact me for a member 
application. 

 Morava looks forward to the 
rest of our 2018-2019 season and 
dancing for all of you! 

Topli pozdravi, 

Cristina “Duki” Dukovich 

Director, Morava Folklore Ensemble 

Cristina.dukovich@gmail.com 

MORAVA NEWS by Cristina Dukovich 
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F ifty-two years ago, a young man came 
from Cevo (cetinje), Crna Gora to Wind-

sor, Ontario, Canada to earn a little money and 
return home to pursue his dream of being or-
dained a priest. What he did not expect was to 
meet the love of his life at Gracanica Church 
while singing in choir. From there, that love story 
began, and on August 4th of this year, these love-
birds celebrated their golden anniversary. 

M nogaja Ljeta to proto Bozidar and pro-
tinica Bozana Draskovic! May God al-

ways grant them good health, love, peace, and joy 
in their family and friends!  
 

Z iveli! 
 

 
Our parish bookstore now has a 
special items for sale - ARONIA 
TREASURE for $ 40.00 per bottle. 
100% Cold Pressed Siberian Aronia 
Berry Juice Strong Natural Antioxi-
dant. 

No added sugar, additives or 
preservatives 

Naturally gluten and lactose-
free 

Powerful antioxidant capaci-
ty: 20,600+ ORAC6 μmol 
units per serving size 

 High level of polyphenols 
 and high concentration of a 
 certain anthocyanin  

Buying it at the church you save 
money on shipping and handling 
and you support your parish. 
 
Contact our office for 
more information 619-276-5827. 

Milasinovic Zeljko 

Rutherford Kathleen 

Dukovich Mitchell 

GigaKom 

TechnoDesign 

Mandrapa Bozidar 

Kezic Vladimir 

Nikolic Gordana 

Ruzic Stevan 

Jovanovic Mira 

Milanovich Jennifer 

Plavsic Milan 

Petrovic Djordje 

Terra Power Solutions 

Petric Alex 

Angius Barbara 

Timona’s LLC 

Masic Milenko 

Draskovic Dragan 

Kazanegra Radmila 

Mijatovic Panto 

Elez Sladjana 

Vrcelj Bojan 

Obradovic Uros 

Males Dejan 

Vuletic Dragan 

Popovic Mirjana 

Hadzibabic Aleksandar 

Aleksic Aleksandra 

Schrandt Jeff Nicholas 

Savchuk Nikolai & Olga 

Barova Anna 

Radovic Milorad 

Klacar Neven 

Radomirovic Vladimir 

SPONSORS OF THE SAN DIEGO SERBIAN FESTIVAL—2018 
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 MESSAGE FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Hello St. George Families! 
 
What a productive and amazing few 
months! We have a brand new Sun-
day School Room! It’s been my 
pleasure watching this beautiful 
room become a true learning envi-
ronment. I’ve been in there many 
days these past months and 
I can’t tell you how much 
I’ve enjoyed it. It’s been a 
joy! 
 
First, we want to thank our 
Church Board for electing to 
begin and finish this renova-
tion project. We know there 
are many areas of the 
church that require renovat-
ing and care but thank you 
anyways for putting us first. 
Thank you for investing in 
us and in our young families. 
We won’t let you down. 
 
I also want to thank a few 
special individuals who 
stepped forward, came to 
me personally and said, 
“What do you need? What 
can I give? Do you need 
more?” First I was ap-
proached by Protinica Lju-
binka Petakovic and was giv-
en a very generous donation 
on behalf of her and our 
Very Reverend Father 
Velimir. Thank you both! We pur-
chased all the white boards and a 
large bulletin board for our space. 
These items are essential for every 
classroom. Thank you Father and 
Protinica! 
 Next came help from our Ko-
lo Sisters. They also donated gener-
ously so we could purchase our 

bean bag chairs and a special rug for 
all of our kids to sit on and enjoy. 
These small touches have made a 
big difference in our classroom envi-
ronment. Thank you, Kolo Sisters! 
 
Also, Goca Nikolic donated our last 
bean bag chair which completed our 

room. Our kids are enjoying these 
chairs every Sunday! It’s been so fun 
seeing them getting comfortable and 
feeling like they are home. Hvala, 
Goca! 
 Lastly, I want to thank Fa-
ther Bratso and Protinica Lisa for 
helping me put this classroom to-
gether every step of the way. I had a 

vision for what I had hoped would 
happen and they supported me and 
made it happen. Forgive me, Father 
and Protinica for my bossiness! Too 
many texts over many months but 
we all worked together and our 
shared hope became a reality. I am 
grateful for your trust and support. 

 
We are excited about our 
Divine Liturgy Presentations 
which will take place No-
vember 18, 2018. After the 
Liturgy, please join us in the 
hall and learn from our little 
theologians who will be 
sharing a part of The Divine 
Liturgy with you. 
 
When you are in our room, 
please look around, take it 
all in and remember that 
learning about Orthodoxy is 
a lifelong experience. I am 
reminded of this weekly 
when I am asked questions I 
have to think about, reflect 
and then answer in the best 
way I know how. I don’t al-
ways have the right answers 
but I never stop searching 
for them. And that reminds 
me that you are never too 
old to learn about our faith 
and what it means to be an 
Orthodox Christian. When I 
teach, I am a child again, 

learning side by side with my stu-
dents and seeing things again in a 
new way which brings me closer to 
God. Our kids are all perfect in their 
own beautiful ways. Being their 
teacher truly is a gift in my life. 
 

My sincerest gratitude, 
Melanie Milicevic 
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PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS  

On Sunday, Oct. 22, 2018, Fr. Bratso blessed a bike and a new 
business venture of Nikola Bulajic and his business partner 
Peng Shi. The business is providing scenic tours of San Diego 
on motorcycle with side car; it is called: Pegasus Sidecar 
Tours, pegasussidecartours.com, 858-531-0839; 586-806-
9899. 
In this picture: Fr. Bratso, Nikola Bulajic and his wife Jacquel-
ine and Peng Shi.  

Son, Ivan, was born to 

Boris and Melissa Ilic 

on August 10th, 2018. 

Grandparents are Petar 

and Rosa Ilic and Rich-

ard Garrick and Sharon 

Darlene Barron. God 

grant you many years!  

On Monday, Nov. 12, 
2018, Fr. Bratso 
blessed the business 
space and opening of 
the fashion atelier 
Amerikanka in Nation-
al City (1419 E 8th 
Street, National City, 
CA 91950). 

Congratulations to 
Sladana Melos - own-
er and God's blessing 
with this new business 
venture! 

Other participants: Andrew Marin, Chairman of the Ćevap Challenge with Dorde, Nikola, Sava, Pavel and Father Bratso.  

Medicare Insurance 
toll free 1-888-251-5188 

medicareplans.health@gmail.com 
 

George Skaljac, Advisor Medicare Supplements 
CA License 0L95718 

Representing Most Major Plans 

CEVAP CHALLENGE 

WINNERS ARE 

Zoran Vladisavljevic 

Nesa Rajkovic 

________________ 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

http://pegasussidecartours.com/
mailto:medicareplans.health@gmail.com
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I  believe ... 

Faith is the foundation of Christian 
life. It is the fundamental virtue of 
Abraham, the forefather of Israel 
and the Christian Church. 
“Abraham believed the Lord, and 
he counted it to him as righteous-
ness” (Gen 15:6). 

Jesus begins his ministry with the 
same command for faith. 

Jesus came into Gali-
lee, preaching the gos-
pel of God and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, 
the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and 
believe in the gos-
pel” (Mk 1:15). 

All through his life Je-
sus was calling for 
faith; faith in himself, 
faith in God his Father, 
faith in the Gospel, 
faith in the Kingdom 
of God. The fundamen-
tal condition of the 
Christian life is faith, 
for with faith come 
hope and love and 
every good work and 
every good gift and 
power of the Holy 
Spirit. This is the doc-
trine of Christ, the 
apostles, and the 
Church. 

In the Scriptures faith is classically 
defined as “the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen” (Heb 11:1). 

There are basically two aspects to 
faith; one might even say two 

meanings of faith. The first is faith 
“in” someone or something, faith 
as the recognition of these persons 
or things as real, true, genuine, and 
valuable; for example, faith in God, 
in Christ, in the Holy Trinity, in the 
Church. The second is faith in the 
sense of trust or reliance. In this 
sense, for example, one would not 
merely believe in God, in his exist-

ence, goodness, and truth; but one 
would believe God, trust his word, 
rely upon his presence, depend se-
curely and with conviction upon 
his promises. For Christians both 
types of faith are necessary. One 
must believe in certain things with 

mind, heart, and soul; and then live 
by them in the course of everyday 
life. 

Faith is sometimes opposed to rea-
son, and belief to knowledge. Ac-
cording to Orthodoxy, faith and 
reason, belief and knowledge, are 
indeed two different things. They 
are two different things, however, 
which always belong together and 

which may never 
be opposed to 
each other or 
separated from 
each other. 

In the first place 
one cannot be-
lieve anything 
which he does 
not already 
somehow know. 
A person cannot 
possibly believe 
in something he 
knows nothing 
about. Secondly, 
what one be-
lieves in and 
trusts must be 
reasonable. If 
asked to believe 
in the divinity of 
a cow, or to place 
one’s trust in a 
wooden idol, one 
would refuse on 

the basis that it is not reasonable 
to do so. Thus, faith must have its 
reasons, it must be built upon 
knowledge, it must never be blind. 
Thirdly, knowledge itself is often 
built upon faith. One cannot come 
to knowledge through absolute 

 
FAITH BY FATHER THOMAS HOPKO  
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skepticism. If anything is known at 
all, it is because there exists a cer-
tain faith in man’s knowing possi-
bilities and a real trust that the 
objects of knowledge are really 
“showing themselves” and that the 
mind and the senses are not acting 
deceitfully. Also, in relation to al-
most all written words, particular-
ly those which relate to history, 
the reader is called to an act of 
faith. He must believe that the au-
thor is telling the truth; and, there-
fore, he must have certain 
knowledge and certain reasons for 
giving his trust. 

Very often it is only when one 
does give his trust and does be-
lieve something that one is able to 
“go further,” so to speak, and to 
come finally to knowledge of his 
own and to the understanding of 
things he would never have under-
stood before. It is true to say that 
certain things always remain ob-
scure and meaningless unless they 
are viewed in the light of faith 
which then provides a way of ex-
plaining and understanding their 
existence and meaning. Thus, for 
example, the phenomena of suffer-
ing and death would be under-
stood differently by one who be-
lieves in Christ than by one who 
believes in some other religion or 
philosophy or in none at all. 

Faith is always personal. Each per-
son must believe for himself. No 
one can believe for another. Many 
people may believe and trust the 
same things because of a unity of 
their knowledge, reason, experi-
ence and convictions. There can be 
a community of faith and a unity of 
faith. But this community and uni-
ty necessarily begins and rests up-
on the confession of personal faith. 

For this reason the Symbol of 

Faith in the Orthodox Church — 
not only at baptisms and official 
rituals of joining the Church, but 
also in common prayers and in the 
Divine Liturgy — always remains 
in the first person. If we can pray, 
offer, sing, praise, ask, bless, re-
joice, and commend ourselves and 
each other to God in the Church 
and as the Church, it is only be-
cause each one of us can say hon-
estly, sincerely, and with prayerful 
conviction: “Lord, I believe...” — 
adding, as one must, the words of 
the man in the gospel — “... help 
thou my unbelief” (Mk 9:24). 

In order for our faith to be genu-
ine, we must express it in every-
day life. We must act according to 
our faith and prove it by the good-
ness and power of God acting in 
our lives. This does not mean that 
we “tempt God” or “put God to the 
test” by doing foolish and unnec-
essary things just for the sake of 
seeing if God will participate in 
our foolishness. But it does mean 
that if we live by faith in our pur-
suit of righteousness, we can 
demonstrate the fact that God will 
be with us, helping and guiding us 
in every way. 

For faith to grow and become 
stronger, it must be used. Each 
person should live according to 
the measure of faith which he has, 
however small, weak and imper-
fect it might be. By acting accord-
ing to one’s faith, trust in God and 
the certitude of God’s presence is 
given, and with the help of God 
many things which were never be-
fore imagined become possible. 

God 
... One God, the Father Almighty ... 

The fundamental faith of the 
Christian Church is in the one true 
and living God. 

Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is 
one God; and you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul and with all 
your might. And these words 
which I command you this day 
shall be placed upon your heart, 
and you shall teach them to your 
children, and you shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down and when 
you rise...”  
(Deut 6:4-8). 

These words from the Law of Mo-
ses are quoted by Christ as the 
first and greatest commandment 
(Mk 12:29). They follow upon the 
listing of the Ten Commandments 
which begin, “I am the Lord your 
God ... you shall have no other 
gods besides me” (Deut 5:6-7). 

The one Lord and God of Israel re-
vealed to man the mystery of his 
name. 

And Moses said... “...if they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I 
say to them?” 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I 
AM.” And he said, “Say to the peo-
ple of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to 
you.’” 

God also said to Moses, “Say to the 
people of Israel, ‘Yahweh, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, the God of 
Jacob has sent me to you: this is 
my name forever, and thus I am to 
be remembered throughout all 
generations.’” 
(Ex 3:13-15) 

God’s name is Yahweh which 
means I AM WHO I AM; or I AM 
WHAT I AM; or I AM WILL BE 
WHAT I WILL BE; or simply I AM. 
He is the true and living God, the 
only God. He is faithful and true to 
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 to his people. He reveals to them 
His divine and holy Word. He gives 
to them his divine and holy Spirit. 
He is called Adonai: the Lord; and 
his holy name of Yahweh is never 
mentioned by the people because 
of its awesome sacredness. Only 
the high priest, and only once a 
year, and only in the holy of holies 
of the Jerusalem Temple dared to 
utter the divine name of Yahweh. 
On all other occasions Yahweh is 
addressed as the Almighty Lord, as 
the Most High God, as the Lord God 
of Hosts. 

According to the Scriptures and 
the experience of the saints of both 
the old and new testaments, Yah-
weh is absolutely holy. This 
means literally that He is absolute-
ly different and unlike anything or 
anyone else that exists (Holy liter-
ally means totally separated, dif-
ferent, other). 

According to the Biblical-Orthodox 
tradition, even to say that “God ex-
ists” must be qualified by the affir-
mation that He is so unique and so 
perfect that His existence cannot 
be compared to any other. In this 
sense God is “above existence” or 
“above being.” Thus, there would 
be great reluctance according to 
Orthodox doctrine to say that God 
“is” as everything else “is” or that 
God is simply the “supreme being” 
in the same chain of “being” as eve-
rything else that is. 

In this same sense the Orthodox 
doctrine holds that God’s unity or 
oneness is also not merely equiva-
lent to the mathematical or philo-
sophical concept of “one”; nor is 
his life, goodness, wisdom, and all 
powers and virtues ascribed to 
Him merely equivalent to any idea, 
even the greatest idea, which man 
can have about such reality. 

However, having warned 
about an overly-clear or 
overly-positivistic concept 
or idea of God, the Ortho-
dox Church — on the ba-
sis of the living experience 
of God in the saints — still 
makes the following affir-
mations: God may certain-
ly be said to exist perfectly 
and absolutely as the one 
who is perfect and abso-
lute life, goodness, truth, 
love, wisdom, knowledge, 
unity, purity, joy, simplici-
ty; the perfection and su-
per perfection of every-
thing that man knows as 
holy, true, and good. It is 
this very God who is con-
fessed formally in the Lit-
urgy of St. John Chrysos-
tom as “...God, ineffable, 
inconceivable, invisible, 
incomprehensible, ever-

existing and eternally the same.” 

It is this God — the Yahweh of Is-
rael — whom Jesus Christ has 
claimed to be His Father. God Al-
mighty is known as “Father” 
through His son Jesus Christ. Jesus 
taught man to call the Almighty 
Lord God of Hosts by the title of 
Father. Before Jesus no one dared 
to pray to God with the intimate 
name of Father. It was Jesus who 
said, “Pray then like this: Our Fa-
ther who art in heaven ...” 

Jesus could call God Fa-
ther because He is God’s 
only-begotten Son. Chris-
tians can call God Father 
because through Christ 
they receive the Holy 
Spirit and become them-
selves sons of God. 
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For when the time had fully come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of 
woman, born under the Law, to re-
deem those under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons 
(or, so that we all might be made 
sons). And because you are sons, 
God has sent the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying “Abba! Fa-
ther!” So through God you are no 
longer a slave but a son, and if a 
son then an heir of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Thus no man is naturally a son of 
God and no man can easily call God 
Father. We can only do so because 
of Christ and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. And so we say in the Ortho-
dox Divine Liturgy: 

And make us worthy, O Master, 
that with boldness and without 
condemnation, we may dare to call 
upon Thee, the Heavenly God as 
Father and to say : Our Father, who 
art in heaven... 

In contemplating the revelation of 
God our Father in the life of His 
people in the Old Testament and in 
the life of the Church in the New 
Testament, certain attributes and 
properties of God can be grasped 
by men. First of all, it can be clearly 
seen that God is Love, and that in 
all of His actions in and toward the 
world, God the Father expresses 
His nature as Love through Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. 

Beloved, let us love one another; 
for love is of God, and he who loves 
is born of God and knows God. He 
who does not love does not know 
God; for God is love. 

In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent 
His only-begotten Son into the 
world, so that we might live 
through Him. In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
expiation for our sins. 

So we know and believe that love 
God has for us. God is love, and he 
who abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him. 
(1 Jn 4:7-16) 

... God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit which 
has been given to us (Rom 5:5). 

Being the God who is Love, our Fa-
ther in heaven does all that He can 
for the life and salvation of man 
and the world. He does this be-
cause He is merciful and kind, long-
suffering and compassionate, will-
ing to forgive and to pardon man’s 
sins so that man might share in the 
life and love of God. These gracious 
attributes of God are recalled in the 
scriptural psalmody normally 
chanted at the beginning of the di-
vine liturgy in the Church. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul! And forget 
not all His benefits! Who forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals all your diseases! The 
Lord is compassionate and merciful, long 

suffering and of great goodness! (Ps 103). 

The Stole fees at St. George parish are 
(keep in mind that they do not include 
the established practice of giving an 
honorarium to our clergy): 
Baptism – suggested donation to 
church; this includes Stewards and 
non-stewards (non-stewards are en-
couraged to become stewards of our 
parish as long as they reside within 
the geographical borders of our par-
ish). 
Wedding - $500.00 (stewards); 
$1,000.00 (non-stewards) 
Funeral - $300.00 (stewards); $600.00 
(non-stewards)  
Choir fee for wedding is: $300.00 

Baptism & Chrismation 
“As many as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ! Alleluia!” 

We congratulate and welcome the 
following into the Holy Orthodox 
Faith: 

Liam Tao 
Gayle Anne Kirovski 
Luke Vincent Kirovski 
Josephine Jelena Lynn Bozic 
Novak Klacar 
Avery Adeline Koeph 
Mila Alcarion Markovic 
Lola Kristina Gabrielle Vladisavljevic 
Zoran Vladisavljevic 
Theodore Maxim Bacinski 
Lucia Vukadinovic 
Julia Kaylin Hughes 

Christimated – Conversions 

Aron Tadesse 
Ghenet Ghebreyonas  

Funerals 
“Grant eternal rest in the blessed falling 
asleep O Lord, to Your departed serv-
ants, and make their memory to be 
eternal!” 
Awaiting the Resurrection 
 
† Zora Ristic Mikler 
† John Jovan Pavlovich 
† Sam Rafalovich 

Marriages 
We congratulate the following couples who 
were united in Holy Matrimony at our cher-
ished St. George Church. 
Nenad Kljajic and Jelena Peric 
Aron Tadesse and Ghenet Ghebreyo-
nas Ghebre 
Michael Anthony Boland and Natalja 
Marie Fulton 

STOLE REPORT FOR JANUARY 2018 TO NOVEMBER 2018 
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Dear Fellow Stewards, 

Greetings in the Lord!  

As faithful Stewards of God’s crea-

tion we need to be reminded of 

our continual commitment to Jesus 

Christ and His Holy Church. Our 

commitment of Time, Talents and 

Treasures is just a small sign of 

appreciation to our Lord who 

blesses us daily with His Divine 

gifts. 

May your commitment to our 

cherished St. George Church be 

made willingly, lovingly and 

prayerfully as we embark on a 

spiritual journey in the upcoming 

year of our Lord 2019. Remember, 

working together with faith in God 

we can accomplish great things!  

It is very important that we com-

plete our Stewardship Commit-

ment Cards every year. This will 

help us create our budget for 2019 

more easily and effectively.  

Additionally, it will assist us in cre-

ating a database of all volunteers 

who commit to their Orthodox 

Stewardship through Time and 

Talents.    

Should you have any questions re-

garding Stewardship, we encour-

age you to contact your parish 

priest, Fr. Bratso Krsic, Deacon 

Paul Germain, Zeljko Jack Mi-

lasinovic, stewardship chairman 

or any member of the Parish Coun-

cil/Church Board. Upcoming home 

blessing make a great opportunity 

for a personal visit with Fr. Bratso 

to discuss various Stewardship 

needs of our Church.     

We also take this opportunity to 

wholeheartedly thank all our pa-

rishioners who made their Stew-

ardship Commitment in previous 

years. God grant you many years! 

Yours in Christ and with kind ap-

preciation, 
Fr. Bratso Krsic, Parish Priest 

Deacon Paul Germain 

Zeljko Milasinovic, Stewardship Chairman 

Kate Thickstun, Parish Council/Church 
Board President and Members 

 
 BECOME A SAINT GEORGE STEWARD FOR 2019 
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2019 PILGRIMAGE TO SERBIA  

For more information contact Fr. Bratso Krsic at 619-316-2362 or call SELECT INTERNATIONAL TOURS    
800-842-4842. Minimum 10 participants for all pilgrimages. 

MAY 18 — 31, 2019 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
 Here we are on the threshold of what I think 
is the most joyous season of the year.   It begins with 
Thanksgiving – the holiday for everyone.  We gather 
with family and friends to share a meal, fellowship, 
and give thanks for the blessings in our lives. Feeding 
others is truly an act of love.   
 Thanksgiving is an appropriate prelude to the 
Christmas season to follow.  Lights and holiday deco-
rations are appearing on homes and businesses and 
soon kids will be out of school for winter vacation.  It 
is a wonderful time to make volunteer work a family 
project and to share our blessings with those less 
fortunate, both in our church and the broader com-
munity.  Give of your time, your treasure, and your 
talents. 
 I hope every one of you participated in our 
San Diego Serbian Festival. Thank you to all who did. 
Now is the time to offer your ideas and suggestions 

for improvement to make next year’s festival even 
more successful.  Help us as we start planning next 
year’s festival, which will take place October 12, 
2019.    
 Meanwhile, please volunteer to help with 
Badnje Vec e and Boz ic , January 6 and 7.  Plan to at-
tend our Annual Assembly February 10.  (Volunteer 
to run for a position on our parish council!)  And 
PLAY GOLF!!!  Our parish is hosting the Serbian Na-
tional Federation’s Mid-Winter Golf Tournament 
February 20 - 23.  Golfers will pour in from around 
the country for the chance to play at stunningly 
beautiful Torrey Pines Golf Course.  We need your 
help to host, feed, and entertain them all.  Please con-
tact Vladan Trifunovic  or the parish office to volun-
teer. 
Bless you and thank you all. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Kate Thickstun 

FROM THE CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENT 
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Alemany, Linda and Family 

Allen, Mike and Markay 

Amanovic, Diana  

Andolsek Denis 

Aud, Matthew, Laurie and Family 

Aud, Joanna 

Barova, Anna 

Basic, Stevo and Stana 

Begovich, Michael and Samantha  

Belcevich, Milos and Lepa 

Borovic, Radovan and Family 

Bradic, Aleksandar and Jelena 

Brucker, Mitch and Lidija 

Caldes, James and Ljiljana 

Caric, Brigitte and Family 

Colovic, Slobodan 

Connor, Evelyn 

Copic, Miro, Laura and Family 

Cronemeyer, Jamie and Zorica 

De La Cruz, Hugo and Jadranka 

Denton, Natalie 

Dimich, Marlene 

Dizick, Cris & Irina 

Drakulich, Persida 

Draskovic, Proto Bozidar and Protinica 

Bozana 

Ducich, Nick and Tia 

Dukovich, Mitch and Marie  

Dukovich Cristina and Ninkovic Sava 

Elez, Sladjana and Family 

Emery, Jack and Janice  

Fulton, Jeff and Radmila  

Germain, Deacon Paul, Natalija &Family 

Giles, Vera 

Grijakovic, Vladimir  

Groza, Horia and Joanna  

Hyduke, David 

Ilic, Boris  

Ilic, Petar and Rosa 

Irick, Olga 

Ivanovic, Mirko and Sylvia 

Janich, Thomas and Marcia 

Jaich, Dennis, Rhonda and Family 

Jojic, Dobrinka 

Jojic, Julijana and Vesko 

Joksimovic, Vojin and Nada 

Jorling, Joe and Nina 

Jovanovic, Marko and Dijana 

Jovanovic, Misha and Marsha 

Jovanovic, Ratko and Koka 

Jovanovic, Slavko and Tanja 

Jovanovic, Slavica 

Jovanovic, Toma and Vesna 

Jovanovic, Velimir and Mira 

Jovanovic, Verica 

Kalfas, Peter 

Kasic, Rade and Radmila 

Kezic, Vladimir and Ivana 

Kinach, Alex and Seka 

Klacar, Neven  

Kostic, Tordis 

Kovacevic, Biljana  

Krsic, Proto Bratso and Protinica Lisa 

Kunac, Maria and Dusan  

Kurkjian, Robert and Ann 

Lazovic, Alexander and Carole  

Lopez-Anthofer, Alex and Kira 

Lukic, James-Ljuban and Petka  

Lukic, Milos 

Mansir, Kenneth & Katarina 

Masic, Milenko 

Markley, Scott and Nada  

Markovic, Predrag and Maja 

Marin, Andrew 

Marin, Mike, Tina and Family 

McCarthy, Svetlana 

McKienzie, Sally-Ann 

Medigovich, Samuel  

Mihailovic, Gordon 

Miladinovic, Radmila 

Miladinovic, Miroslav 

Milanovich, Jennifer  

Milasinovich, Zeljko and Marija  

Miller, Mallory M.  

Milicevic, James and Melanie 

Milicevic, Nikola and Nada  

Miljkovic, Milan and Diane 

Miljkovic, Vecki and Miodrag and family 

Milovancev, Miroslav, Mira and Family 

Mitrovich, Desanka  

Mitrovich, Jelena 

Mitrovich, Predrag  

Mitrovich, Risto and Linda 

Mrja, Millie 

Naughton, Pamela  

Nedel, Naden 

Nedic, Sava and Spomenka 

Nikolic, Dragan and Gordana  

Orlich, Petar 

Pantich, Tom and Helen 

Pantovic, Snezana and Dole 

Papac, Wayne and Sandie 

Papac Nick 

Perisic, Milan 

Petakovich, Deyan and Natasa 

Petakovich, Proto Velimir and Protinica 

Ljubinka 

Petric, Alex, Shari and Aci 

Petric, Jelena 

Petrovic, Djordje and Marija 

Plavsic, LJubinka  

Plavsic, Milan and Ljubica 

Plavsic, Mara-Seja 

Plavsic, D. Dee 

Popa, Cornelia  

Popovic, Darko and Family 

Popovich, Dolly 

Popovich, Vojkan and Nada 

Potkonjak, Michael, Sheila and Joseph 

Pugh, Zachary and Milica 

Purlia, Gloria and John  

Radomirovic, Vladimir and Family 

Radosavljevic, Mika 

Raicevic, Vladimir, Silvana and Family 

Rakic, Marko, Vera and Family 

Radojevic, Slobodan and Dr. Vesna 

Radomirovic, Vladimir 

Radovanovic, Dragoslav  

Raicevic, Vladimir and Silvana & Family  

Rhoads, Howard and Lydia 

Rutherford, Kathleen  

Ruzic, Stevan and Marija 

Saathoff, Stephanie  

Sargeant Scot and Marian 

Sacchetti, Cynthia  

Savchuk, Nikolaj and Olga  

Schrandt Jeff and Natalia Valenti 

Sedy-Miletic, John and Ana and Family 

Selezan, Dusan 

Selezan, Nemanja and Jelena 

Serdar, Sophie 

Serebryakova, Elena 

Skaljac, George and Bernadette  

Smith, Justin, Zorana and Family 

Smolan, Tom 

Starr, Tatyana 

Stojadinovic, Djordje and Julijana 

Stojanovic, Robert and Sandra 

Srdanovic, Mladen 

Suliman, George  

Thickstun, Kathryn 

Topalovic, Vojkan, Maja and Family 

Trifunovic, Dr. Robert, Simona &Family 

Trifunovic, Vladan and Milica & Family 

Tully, George  

Tvrdisic, Misa, Jovana and Family 

Undheim, Robert and Dobrila 

Urosevic, Branislav and Elaine 

Valliu, Becky 

ST. GEORGE STEWARSHIP LIST —2018 
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JANUARY  

 

FEBRUARY 

 

MARCH 

 

APRIL   

 

MAY 

 

JUNE 

 

JULY 

 

AUGUST 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

OCTOBER 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Sunday 6 Badnje Vece/Christmas Eve 

Monday 7 Bozic/Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ 

Monday 14 Circumcision of our Lord/St. Basil the Great 

(New Year) 

Sunday 27 St. Sava Celebration 

Sunday 10 Parish Annual Assembly 

Thursday-Sat. 21-23 SNF Golf Tournament 

Tuesd.-Thursday 26-28 Sts Mardarije and Sebastian 

Orthodox Institute (Midwest) 

Monday 11 Great and Holy Lent begins 

Sunday 17 1st Sunday of Great Lent - Orthodoxy 

Sunday 24 2nd Sunday of Lent-St. Gregory Pala-

mas 

Frid.-Sat. 31 3rd Sunday of Lent-Veneration of the 

Cross 

Sunday 7 4th Sunday of Lent-St. John Clima-

cus 

Frid.-Sat. 12 Diocesan KSS Women’s Retreat 

Sunday 14 5th Sunday of Lent-St. Mary of 

Egypt 

Saturday 20 Lazarus Saturday-Vrbica 

Sunday 21 Palm Sunday - Cveti 

Wednesday 24 Great and Holy Wednesday 

Thursday 25 Great and Holy Thursday 

Friday 26 Great and Holy Friday 

Saturday 27 Great and Holy Saturday 

Sunday 28 Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ – Pascha - Vaskrs 

Sunday 5 Church Slava – Parish Patronal 

Feast Day Celebration 

Monday 6 St. George the Great-Martyr Ascen-

sion of our Lord 

Frid.-

Sunday 

21-23 Folkfest 

Monday 24 Apostles Fast Begins 

Sunday 30 Vidovdan Celebration & Honoring of 

Graduates 

Sun.-Sun. 7/7-

8/3 

Diocesan Summer Camp, Jackson, CA 

Wednes-

day 

14 Dormition Fast Begins 

Wednes-

day 

28 Dormition Feast Day 

Frid.-

Sun. 

31-1 Diocesan Days, St. Sava Parish in San 

Gabriel, CA (No Liturgy at St. George) 

Sunday 8 Sunday Church School Begins 

Sunday 22 Kolo Slava 

Saturday 12 San Diego Serbian Festival 

Thursday 17 Sts Stephen and Venerable Helena 

(Stiljanovic) 

Frid.-Sat. 18-19 Opolo Wine Harvest Festival 

Saturday 2 or 9 Cevap Challenge 

Sunday 17 Stewardship Sunday 

Thursday 28 The Nativity Fast begins 

 

Thursday 19 St. Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra 

in Lycia 

SAINT GEORGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019  

Deadlines for submitting articles for THE VOICE: 

February 10th (1st quarter)   May 10th (2nd quarter)      

August 10th (3rd quarter)  November 10th (4th quarter) 

† 



 

Church Office Staff  

& Volunteers 
_______ 

PARISH PRIEST 

V. Rev. Protopresbyter Bratislav Krsic 

Email: FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 

PARISH DEACON 

Rev. Deacon Paul Germain 

CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENT 

Kathryn Thickstun 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Dorde Petrovic & Velimir Jovanovic 

TREASURER: Milos Belcevic 

SECRETARY: Jeff Nicholas Schrandt 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

Vojkan Popovic, Vladimir Kezic,  

Dorde Petrovic, Simona Trifunovic,  

Kira Anthofer, P. Lisa Krsic 

STEWARDSHIP CO-CHAIRMEN 

Zeljko Milasinovic, Andrew Marin 

AUDITING BOARD 

Miro Copic,Vesna Jovanovic,  

Dusanka Klacar 

TUTORS/VESTRYMEN 

Milos Lukic, George Skaljac, 

Nebojsa Rajkovic, 

Miro Copic, Radovan Borovic,        
Constantine Chris Dizick 

S.S.S. St. GEORGE CHOIR 

Velimir Jovanovic, President 

Kathryn Thickstun, Director 

CIRCLE OF SERBIAN SISTERS 

Jadranka De la Cruz, Sladana Melos 

MORAVA FOLKLORE ENSEMBLE 

Cristina “Duki” Dukovich 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY  

Maja Topalovic 

PARISH OFFICE SECRETARY 

Natalia Valenti 

 



 

_________________________ 

 
Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent 

One, And the earth offers a cave to the Unapproach-
able One! Angels with shepherds glorify Him! The 
wise men journey with a star!  Since for our sake 

the Eternal God was born as a Little Child!  

Troparion of  the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Fourth Tone) 
Your birth, O Christ our God, dawned the light of knowledge upon the earth. For by Your birth 
those who adored stars, were taught by a star, to worship You, the Sun of Justice and to know 

You, Orient from on High. O Lord, glory to You. 




