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FATHER BRATSO’S LETTER TO THE PARISH 

Dear Parishioners and 
Friends,                 

I thank my Lord for giving me this 
opportunity in writing to all of you, 
in order to convey my pastoral 
thanks, care, love, and heartfelt 
words as we all continue working 
out our salvation in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (cf. Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 
4:12) As you all know, our parish 
was established in 1952; in 2002 
we celebrated the 50th anniversary; 
in 2012 we celebrated the 60th anni-
versary. Looking prayerfully toward 
the future, we are readying our-
selves to celebrate the 75th anniver-
sary in 2027.  It is only nine years 
away, and as you all know, time 
goes by fast, especially if we remain 
focused on all those matters per-
taining to our blessed work. There-
fore, I take this opportunity after 
having reflected on our past, to 
write to you briefly about my pasto-
ral visualization of our parish work 
in the next several years.   

Our parish history 

Our parish has a proud and rich his-
tory. People have always felt at 
home here regardless of their ethnic 
background. This is a place of pray-
er, gatherings, healing, celebration 

and joy.  Here families and individu-
als created friendships and found 
joy and happiness. This is where 
generations of our people made his-
tory with their lives, their participa-
tion in this community, and their 
unselfish love and sacrifice. We 
must continue the journey of faith 
begun by our ancestors and parish 
founders whose love and sacrifice 
made possible the parish we enjoy 
today. They established the strong 
sense of identity as members of St. 
George Parish. When we go through 
the pages of our books and bulle-
tins, we realize how much St. 
George Parish is a part of our peo-
ple’s lives. I always enjoy stories 
from our elderly parishioners remi-
niscing about the ‘old times’ of fel-
lowship, working together during 
Festivals, putting on ‘their best Sun-
day clothes’ and participating in the 
Liturgy and all services. We honor 
our past and all those who played a 
very important part in it. We will 
continue doing just that. That is 
why it is necessary now to prayer-
fully look at the future. 

Being a welcoming church 

What makes us a welcoming parish? 
Is it having the priest welcome each 
visitor by name at the end of the 
service? Or is it asking visitors to 
join us for our regular lunch and 
fellowship in the hall? It is both of 
these, and much more. A church sig-
nals how welcoming it is by the ap-
pearance of its facilities and mainte-
nance of its properties. Our church 
property is generally clean, but as 
we all know, it needs some major 
improvements, such as heating and 
air-conditioning in both the church 
and the social hall. Our social hall 
also needs some improvements as 

well. We all know this, right? 

Another aspect of a welcoming 
church is the first person that our 
visitors see as they enter the 
church. That person is not the 
priest, but our tutors (tutori) at the 
candle stand. It is so important that 
they welcome each person walking 
in the church with a warm greeting 
(Good morning! Welcome to St. 
George! My name is… Are you visit-
ing us for the first time? Allow me to 
help you get oriented while you’re 
here during the Liturgy, and after-
wards we would be most honored 
to have you with us during our 
lunch. Also, Fr. Bratso would love to 
have you fill out this visitor’s card, 
so that he can welcome you after 
the Liturgy during his announce-
ments, etc. Please, let me know if 
you have any questions…).  

Last year I proposed that we send 
complimentary entrance and meal 
cards to our neighbors with differ-
ent value levels based on the prox-
imity to our property. I am happy to 
say that I heard positive responses 
from our neighbors. Many of them 
came to the Festival. We will contin-
ue reaching out to them. But, I must 
ask you all to do the same in your 
own neighborhood. Please, take the 
Festival cards when they become 
available and invite your neighbors 
to come. Invite them to come not 
only for the Festival, but also for 
any of the services that we have. To 
belong to something, to be a part of 
something, and to know that some-
thing belongs to you is a basic hu-
man desire and need. We humans 
must belong to something; we must 
find a home somewhere. Belonging 
is a basic part of our existence. With 
this in mind, I ask you to join some 
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of our parish organizations. Be ac-
tive. Give something (i.e. time, talent, 
treasure) to the organization, because 
through giving, you will experience 
the joy of living. Our parish has a vari-
ety of organizations. Join some, revi-
talize these organizations, and bring 
someone with you as well. Let us initi-
ate a more welcoming spirit within 
our changing neighborhoods (homes 
around our church property are being 
sold and some neighbors are moving 
away; new ones are moving in) or we 
shall become a ‘stifled church’, only 
perpetuated and cared for by yester-
day’s endowments.  

Who are we?  

This is a basic question that we must 
ask collectively and individually. Who 
are we? Who am I? We are Orthodox 
Christians called to be the people of 
God, the body of Christ, worshipping, 
learning, witnessing and living out the 
Gospel of Christ in this world. Who am 
I? I am an Orthodox Christian, a mem-
ber of St. George parish, called to be a 
member of this God protected com-
munity and with my words and ac-
tions, I am called to encourage others 
on the road to salvation as I work out 
my own salvation in Jesus Christ. Our 
parish is a part of the Orthodox 
Church worldwide. We are members 
of the New Testament Church – The 
Orthodox Church. As such, we are 
called to experience a new Pentecost 
every day, every Sunday and every 
Feast day as we gather for the Liturgy 
when the Holy Spirit guides us into 
uncharted waters. 

Important questions.  

With all that has been said so far, 
we’ve arrived at some very important 
questions that must be asked. These 
questions are: what are our core val-
ues and beliefs? I am not talking about 
the Faith itself; our Orthodox Faith is, 
of course, the most important and we 
must do everything to continue our 
own growth in the knowledge and 
understanding of it by reading a basic 

catechism (available in our church, 
social hall, etc.), participating in the 
sacramental life of the Church 
(confession, communion, etc.), read-
ing Scriptures and the lives of saints, 
etc. 

With our core values and beliefs, I 
have in mind the way we understand 
ourselves and the way we operate as a 
church. Are they derived and shaped 
by our Faith or something else? Are 
we individually motivated to work in 
our parish by something other than 
the Faith? Certainly, those matters 
that are essential to the church’s vital-
ity should be kept, but those that hin-
der the church’s growth need to be 
pruned. As previously stated, we are 
the ‘people of God’ called out to pro-
claim our faith in the crucified and 
resurrected Jesus Christ, to teach and 
to baptize others (cf. St. Matthew 
28:19), to love others, and to be good 
Samaritans in this world. We are the 
people of the cross. As such, we must 
be prepared to bear the cost of disci-
pleship, knowing that the cross al-
ways leads to our resurrection and 
salvation. One thing is for certain, we 
must daily through prayer reconsider 
our behaviors and practices.  

Our parish ministries  

From the very beginning, St. George 
parish maintained and fostered Or-
thodox Christian Faith and some eth-
nic traditions. When I read what our 
fellow parishioners and my predeces-
sors wrote of the events in the parish 
over the decades, I was proud that the 
various organizations (choir, the cir-
cle of Serbian sisters, folklore groups, 
etc.) gathered people and kept the 
community together. We now need to 
take an honest look at our current ac-
tivities and charter our plan for the 
next nine years, until 2027, when we 
will celebrate the 75th anniversary, 
and beyond. A prayerful reflection 
and serious planning must take place. 
North America is the new mission 
field for Orthodoxy; San Diego is the 
new mission field for our parish. It is 

essential not only improve on yester-
day’s accomplishments, but we must 
charter new ones. We must become 
the parish (and each organization 
within our parish) of caring, trust and 
teamwork. Reality resides in our rela-
tionships; we need to nurture authen-
tic and supportive relations with each 
other. This does not mean we need to 
only abolish conflict, but we must 
work toward constructive outcomes 
from our disagreements. Further, 
planning for all parish ministries is 
underway. Please, see me with any 
suggestions, questions and ideas. We 
must become the parish of listening, 
as we seek to communicate with one 
another. We must become the parish 
of engagement and participation. We 
must become the parish of affirmation 
by encouraging each other in the 
work that we do; the parish that em-
braces all ages and differences; the 
parish that looks beyond itself as we 
are guided by the precepts of Ortho-
dox Faith. 

Conclusion  

Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians 
in Rome: “Let love be genuine, hate 
what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor… be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord… persevere in pray-
er… extend hospitality.” (Romans 
12:9-13)  
As we uphold one another in prayer 
and as we take mutual responsibility 
for each person’s daily walk in faith, 
let us, my beloved parishioners and 
friends, take St. Paul’s words to heart. 
Indeed, we are called to be the parish 
of love, nurtured by the Triune God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Let us dare to discard the old wine-
skins, discovering and embracing new 
ones to lead us onward to the prom-
ised kingdom of our loving Lord, as 
we become a vibrant parish in the 21st 
century city of San Diego, California.  

With all of my love in Jesus Christ, 

Father Bratso Krsic   
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2019 PILGRIMAGE TO SERBIA AND MOUNT ATHOS 

For more information contact Fr. Bratso Krsic at 619-316-2362 or call SELECT INTERNATIONAL TOURS 
800-842-4842. Minimum 10 participants for all pilgrimages. 

2020 PILGRIMAGE TO ALASKA AND RUSSIA 
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ON BAPTISM AND CHRISMATION  
 

 The practice of baptism as a 

religious symbol did not begin 

with Jesus. Baptism, which means 

literally the immersion in water, 

was practiced among the people of 

the Old Testament as well as the 

people who belonged to pagan re-

ligions. The universal meaning of 

baptism is that of “starting anew,” 

of dying to an old, way of life and 

being born again into a new way of 

life. Thus, baptism was always 

connected with repentance which 

means a moral conversion, a 

“change of mind,” a change in liv-

ing from something old and bad to 

something new and good.   

Thus, in the Gospel we 

find John the Baptist bap-

tizing people as a sign of 

repentance in preparation 

for the Kingdom of God, 

which was coming to men 

with Christ the Messiah. 

Christ himself was bap-

tized by John, not because 

he was sinful and needed 

to repent, but because in 

allowing himself to be 

baptized he showed that 

indeed he was God’s 

“Beloved Son,” the Saviour 

and Messiah, the “Lamb of 

God who takes upon himself the 

sins of the world” (See Mt 3, Mk 1, 

Lk 3, Jn 1–3).  

 In the Christian Church, the 

practice of baptism takes on a new 

and particular significance. It no 

longer remains merely a sign of 

moral change and spiritual rebirth. 

It becomes very specifically the act 

of a person’s death and resurrec-

tion in and with Jesus. Christian 

baptism is man’s participation in 

the event of Easter. It is a “new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit” 

into the Kingdom of God (Jn 3.5). 

 Baptism in the Church be-

gins with the rejection of Satan 

and the acceptance of Christ. Be-

fore being baptized, a person—or 

his sponsors or godparents for 

him—officially proclaims the sym-

bol of Christian faith, the Creed. 

Because the godparent speaks on 

behalf of the child, sponsors his 

entrance into the Church and 

“receives” the child out of the bap-

tismal waters into the Church and 

cares for his spiritual life, the god-

parent himself must be a member 

of the Church.  

 After the proclamation of 

faith, the baptismal water is 

prayed over and blessed as the 

sign of the goodness of God’s crea-

tion. The person to be baptized is 

also prayed over and blessed with 

sanctified oil as the sign that his 

creation by God is holy and good. 

And then, after the solemn procla-

mation of “Alleluia” (from Hebrew, 

meaning “God be praised”), the 

person is immersed three times in 

the water in the name of the Fa-

ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Through the act of immersion, 

the baptized person dies to this 

 Volume II – Worship, Thomas Hopko. The Sacrament of Baptism 

mailto:frbratso@sbcglobal.net
mailto:melkmilicevic@gmail.com
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In the sacrament of Chrismation we 

receive “the seal of the gift of the 

Holy Spirit” (See Rom 8, 1 Cor 6, 2 

Cor 1.21–22). If baptism is our per-

sonal participation in Easter—the 

death and resurrection of Christ, 

then chrismation is our personal 

participation in Pentecost—the 

coming of the Holy Spirit upon us. 

  The sacrament of chrisma-

tion, also called confirmation, is al-

ways done in the Orthodox Church 

together with baptism. Just as East-

er has no meaning for the world 

without Pentecost, so baptism has 

no meaning for the Christian with-

out chrismation. In this under-

standing and practice, the Orthodox 

Church differs from the Roman 

Catholic and Protestant churches 

where the two sacraments are of-

ten separated and given other in-

terpretations than those found in 

traditional Orthodoxy. 

  Chrismation, the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, is performed in the Or-

thodox Church by anointing all 

parts of the person’s body with the 

special oil called holy chrism. This 

oil, also called myrrh is prepared 

by the bishops of the Church on Ho-

ly Thursday. It is used in chrisma-

tion to show that the gift of the 

Spirit was originally given to men 

through the apostles of Christ, 

whose formal successors in the 

world are the bishops of the Church 

(see Acts 8.14; 19.1–7). 

  In chrismation a person 

is given the “power from on 

high” (Acts 1–2), the gift of the 

Spirit of God, in order to live 

the new life received in bap-

tism. He is anointed, just as Christ 

the Messiah is the Anointed One of 

God. He becomes—as the fathers of 

the Church dared to put it—a 

“christ” together with Jesus. Thus, 

through chrismation we become a 

“christ,” a son of God, a person up-

on whom the Holy Spirit dwells, a 

person in whom the Holy Spirit 

lives and acts—as long as we want 

world and is born again in the 

resurrection of Christ into eternal 

life. He is clothed with the 

“garments of salvation” symbolized 

by the white baptismal robe which 

is the “new humanity” of Jesus him-

self who is the new and heavenly 

Adam (See Jn 3, Rom 5, 1 Cor 15). 

Thus, the words of the Apostle Paul 

are chanted as the newly-baptized 

is led in procession around the bap-

tismal font three times as the sym-

bol of his procession to the King-

dom of God and his entrance into 

eternal life: “For as many as have 

been baptized into Christ have put 

on Christ. Alleluia” (Gal 3.27). 

  In ancient times this proces-

sion was made from the baptistery 

to the church where the newly-

baptized received Holy Communion 

at the celebration of the Divine Lit-

urgy. Baptisms were normally done 

in connection with the Easter Litur-

gy; our present procession around 

the church building on Easter night 

is nothing more than our remem-

brance that we are baptized, that 

we have left the life of this world to 

enter the eternal life of the Risen 

Christ in the Kingdom of God. This 

new life is given to us in the life of 

the Church, most specifically in the 

Divine Liturgy.   

 Before the baptismal proces-

sion and the reading of the Epistle 

and the Gospel is fulfilled in the re-

ception of Holy Communion, how-

ever, the newly-baptized is given 

the gift of the Holy Spirit in the sac-

rament of Chrismation. 

 Volume II – Worship, Thomas Hopko. The Sacrament of Chrismation. 
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only after our chrismation that the 

baptismal procession is made and 

that we hear the epistle and the 

gospel of our salvation and illumi-

nation in Christ. 

  After the baptism 

and chrismation, the per-

son newly-received into 

God’s family is tonsured. 

The tonsure, which is the 

cutting of hair from the 

head in the sign of the 

cross, is the sign that the 

person completely offers 

himself to God—hair be-

ing the symbol of strength 

(Jude 16.17). Thus until 

the fifteenth century, the 

clergy of the Orthodox 

Church, the “professional 

Christians,” so to speak, 

wore the tonsure all their 

lives to show that their 

strength was in God. 

The Rite of Churching 

Together with being bap-

tized and chrismated, the 

new-born child is also “churched.” 

The rite of churching imitates the 

offering of male children to the 

temple according to the law of the 

Old Testament, particularly the 

offering of Christ on the fortieth 

day after his birth (Lk 2.22). Be-

cause of this fact, baptism in the 

Orthodox tradition came to be pre-

scribed for, on the fortieth day or 

thereabouts. In the New Testa-

ment Church both male and female 

children are formally presented to 

God in the Church with special 

prayers at this time. 

  Also at this time, once more 

in imitation of Old Testament prac-

tice, the mother of the new-born 

child is also “churched.” Here we 

have the specific example of the 

purification ritual of Jesus’ mother, 

Mary (Lk 2.22). In the Orthodox 

tradition the churching of the 

mother is her re-entry into the as-

sembly of God’s people after her 

participation with God in the holy 

act of birth and after her separa-

tion from the Liturgy during her 

confinement. Thus, the moth-

er is blessed to enter once 

more into communion with 

the mystery of Christ’s Body 

and Blood in the Divine Litur-

gy of the Church from which 

she has been necessarily ab-

sent. 

  The new mother 

should be churched before 

the baptism of her infant so 

that she can be present at the 

sacramental entrance of her 

child into the Kingdom of 

Christ. The official service 

book indicates that this 

should be done. 

  It is also the Orthodox 

tradition that the mysteries of 

baptism and chrismation, 

called officially “holy illumi-

nation,” are fulfilled in the 

immediate reception by the 

“newly-enlightened” of Holy 

Communion in the Eucharistic lit-

urgy of the Church. This is the case 

with infants as well as adults. 

The Epistle of Baptism-

Chrismation 

Do you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Je-

sus were baptized into His death? 

We were buried therefore with 
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Him by baptism into death, so that 

as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Fa-

ther, we too might 

walk in newness of 

life. For if we have 

been united with Him 

in a death like His, we 

shall certainly be unit-

ed with Him in a res-

urrection like His. We 

know that our old self 

was crucified with 

Him so that the sinful 

body might be de-

stroyed, and we might 

no longer be enslaved 

to sin. For He who has 

died is freed from sin. 

But if we have died 

with Christ, we be-

lieve that we shall al-

so live with Him. For 

we know that Christ 

being raised from the 

dead will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over Him. 

The death He died, he died to sin 

once and for all, but the life He 

lives, he lives to God. So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

(Rom 6.3–11) 

The Gospel of Baptism-

Chrismation 

Now the eleven disciples 

went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. And 

when they saw him they 

worshipped him; but 

some doubted. And Jesus 

came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been giv-

en to Me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I 

am with you always, to the 

close of the age.” (Mt 

28.16–20)   

        Father Thomas Hopko 

“The first commandment is that you love 
God with all your mind, all your soul, and 
all your strength. The second is that you 
love your neighbor as yourself. The only 
way you can prove you love God is by lov-
ing your neighbor, and the only way you 
can love your neighbor in this world is by 
endless forgiveness. So, "love your neigh-
bor as yourself." However, in certain mod-
ern editions of the Bible, I have seen this 
translated as, "You shall love your neigh-
bor as you love yourself." But that's not 
what it says."     
 —Fr. Hopko (From an essay on forgiveness) 
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 In all the travel I have un-

dertaken over the years in support 

of my daughter Oksana for her pi-

ano studies, I never would have 

dreamed I would be visiting 

Vienna, Austria.  Many classical 

musicians dream of studying 

and playing music where Mo-

zart and Beethoven composed 

some of the greatest music of 

all time.  It is a blessing from 

God that she has this oppor-

tunity to experience a culture 

so committed to the arts, and 

the perpetuation of classical 

music, so that future genera-

tions can continue to enjoy its 

beauty.  Come September, 

Oksana will be attending Anton 

Bruckner Private University in 

Linz, Austria in pursuit of her 

masters degree in piano perfor-

mance.  

 In between Oksana’s 

practicing and auditions, we 

had the opportunity to visit 

many interesting places and 

learn about life in this beautiful 

country.  Certainly the most in-

teresting was the number of 

Serbian people who have set-

tled there, with over 250,000, 

making them one of the largest 

ethnic peoples after native Aus-

trians.  Whether on the u-bon 

(subway) or the tram, you 

could hear the Serbian lan-

guage spoken everywhere.  

However, the Austrian govern-

ment does not list Serbian immi-

grants as an officially recognized 

people.  This may have to do with 

the 74% Roman Catholic preva-

lence, with 5% Protestant, and Or-

thodoxy as a very low percentage.  

In talking with local Orthodox cler-

gy, I learned that the Catholic 

Church attendance is declining, 

and they are donating their 

churches in some cases to the 

Orthodox Church.  But overall, 

the people of Austria greatly val-

ue the Lord’s day and all the ma-

jor feast days, closing businesses 

and government buildings so 

that people can attend Church 

and be with family.   

 We visited some very 

beautiful Churches and it was 

nice to see so many tourists have 

interest in learning about the ca-

thedrals.  Unfortunately, the 14th 

century cathedral of St. Stephen 

(Roman Catholic), which was al-

most completely destroyed in 

WWII, is more like a museum 

than a working Church.  Located 

in the center of Vienna, thou-

sands of people visit this gothic 

Church, where Mozart had his 

children baptized and kings and 

queens came to worship.  The 

architecture is fascinating, and 

the sheer size of the building is 

quite remarkable.  If you walk a 

block or two down the street, 

there is the Church of St. Peter 

(Roman Catholic), another mag-

nificent display of classical Latin 

architecture and religious art.   
 

JOURNEY TO AUSTRIA 2018 BY DEACON PAUL  

St. Nicholas ROC 

Mozart 



Turning to our Holy Orthodox 

Church, the Russian Church 

(Moscow Patriarchate) has an in-

credible cathedral dedicated to St. 

Nicholas of Myra and Lycia. 

Completely renovated inside and 

out, with a lower Church, they 

serve two Divine Liturgies on Sun-

day.  The proto-deacon is a trained 

opera singer and 

the choir has 

young singers 

from the local mu-

sic conservatories.  

One of the great 

blessings for the 

Churches in Vien-

na especially is the 

impeccable quality 

of liturgical sing-

ing and musical 

training of the lo-

cal faithful.   

 The Serbian 

Cathedral of St. 

Sava (see photo 

below) is hidden between packed 

buildings just up the street from 

the St. Nicholas Cathedral.  Difficult 

to find, but very much worth the 

effort, His Grace Bishop ANDREJ, 

the Cathedral Dean, Fr. Nenad and 

all the faithful were incredibly gra-

cious and welcoming during our 

stay.  The Church was absolutely 

packed on Sundays, with people 

flowing out the doors during the 

Holy Liturgy.  We were fortunate 

to be there for the Serbian Sisters 

Slava of Sts. Martha and Mary, so a 

beautiful festive banquet was pre-

pared after the cutting of the Ko-

lach.  His Grace Bishop ANDREJ in-

vited me to serve the Liturgy, even 

though I could only chant English 

and some Slavonic.  He was so 

grateful for the opportunity, for he 

emphasized to the community the 

importance of not forgetting God 

and His Church while you are trav-

eling, to always seek out God 

wherever you may be in the world.  

Many people came up to me to ex-

press sincere love towards all the 

brethren in the US, to our Church 

of St. George, our Western Diocese, 

and to extend greetings, inviting all 

to come and worship with them if 

they are ever in Austria.  This was 

one of the most profound experi-

ences I have had in my years as a 

deacon and I will hold our brothers 

and sisters of St. Sava closely in my 

heart.  

 I can spend much time de-

scribing the trips to Linz or Graz, 

the tour of Schoenbrunn Palace, 

the Autobahn, and trying to re-

member how to drive a manual 

five speed!  Clearly the most mem-

orable and meaningful were those 

activities that involved being in 

God’s house, with His people, pray-

ing together, without care of lan-

guage or culture.  On Sundays as 

you walk down the streets of Vien-

na, you can hear the choirs singing 

and realize how im-

portant this day is 

for the majority.  

Franz Joseph, the 

last emperor of 

Austria, was a de-

vout Roman Catho-

lic, rising at four 

every morning to 

pray on his knees 

before an Icon of 

the Most Holy The-

otokos.  The people 

of Austria continue 

to exhibit this devo-

tion to God in a sig-

nificant way, even 

with all the turmoil and cultural 

decline in western Europe.  De-

spite the tensions between Austria 

and Serbia in the beginning of the 

20th century which resulted in 

WWI, there remains no evident an-

imosity, and our Serbian brethren 

thrive there. 

 A visit to Austria is highly 

recommended, especially Vienna 

and Salzburg.  There are many 

sites to see, both historical and 

spiritual.  Make a priority to visit 

our brothers and sisters at St. Sava 

Cathedral, you will be blessed 

greatly.  Glory to God for all things! 
Deacon Paul (Germain) 

 11 

St. Peter Catholic Cathedral (Vienna)  
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 SAINT GEORGE PARISH STEWARDSHIP FOR 2018  

 

Diocesan summer camp in Jackson, CA.  Week Three. 

Dear Fellow Stewards,  Greetings in the Lord!  

As faithful Stewards of God’s creation we need to be 

reminded of our continual commitment to Jesus 

Christ and His Holy Church. Our commitment of 

Time, Talents and Treasures is just a small sign of 

appreciation to our Lord who blesses us daily with 

His Divine gifts. 

May your commitment to our cherished St. George 

Church be made willingly, lovingly and prayerfully as 

we embark on a spiritual journey in the current year 

of our Lord 2018.  

Please, fill in the following cards: 

      Stewardship Commitment Card for 2018 

Stewardship – Time and Talent cards  

Both of these cards are available in the narthex of 

our church or in the social hall in envelopes called 

"Stewardship packet 2018".   It is very important 

that we complete our Stewardship Commitment 

Cards every year. This will help us create our budget 

for 2018 more easily and effectively.  

Additionally, it will assist us in creating a database of 

all volunteers who commit to their Orthodox Stew-

ardship through Time and Talents.    

Should you have any questions regarding Steward-

ship, we encourage you to contact your parish priest, 

Fr. Bratso Krsic, Deacon Paul Germain, Zeljko Mi-

lasinovic, the stewardship chairman, or any member 

of the Parish Council/Church Board. An upcoming 

home blessing makes a great opportunity for a per-

sonal visit with Fr. Bratso to discuss the various 

Stewardship needs of our Church.     

“1 Peter 4:10-11                                                                                                                         
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good stewards of the mani-
fold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one 
who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever 
serves is to do so as one who is serving by the 
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be-
longs the glory and dominion forever and ever. 

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Peter/4/10
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SAINT GEORGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018  

3025 Denver Street, San Diego, CA 92117 
Tel. 619-276-5827  FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 

www.StGeorgeInSD.org   

   

   

  Please, share your personal relevant experiences with our parish.  Deadlines for submitting articles for THE VOICE: 

  February 10th (1st quarter)   May 10th (2nd quarter)      August 10th (3rd quarter)  November 10th (4th quarter) 

† 

   

   

   

   

   

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

 Friday-Sunday     31-2     Diocesan Days, Jackson, CA 

 Sunday    9     Church Sunday School  starts 

 Sunday    23    Kolo Slava 

OCTOBER 2018 

 Saturday     13    San Diego Serbian Festival 

 Wednesday     17     St. Stephen & Ven. Helena 

 Friday-Saturday   19-20    Opolo Wine Harvest Festival 

NOVEMBER 2018 

 Saturday    10    Cevap Challenge 

 Sunday    18    Stewardship Sunday 

 Thursday    22     Thanksgiving Day 

 Wednesday    28     Nativity Fast starts 

 Friday                 30          Venerable Sebastian of San-                             

 

DECEMBER 2018 

 Wednesday       19     St. Nicholas the Wonderwork- 

  

 
 
JANUARY 2019 

 Sunday               6 Christmas Eve—Badnje Vece 

 Monday    7 Nativity of our Lord 

 Sunday    13 Orthodox New Year’s Eve 

 Sunday                27       St. Sava celebration 

er of Myra in Lycia 

Francisco & Jackson 
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The Circle of 100—Missionary Fund Donors  

Fr. Bozidar & P. Bozana Draskovic 

Alemany Linda 

Milosevich Alexandra 

Urosevic Branislav 

Vasic Milan 

Ivankovic Branko 

 Rajkovic Nebojsa 

 Milicevic Nada 

 Anthofer Kira 

Kalfas Peter 

Deacon Paul Germain & family 

Fr. Bratso Krsic & family  

Horning Larry 

Miladinovic Radmila 

Papac Wayne 

Drakulich Persida 

Milicevic Melanie 

Petric Alex 

Belcevic Milos 

Pantich Tom 

Topalovic Maja 

Reader Nicholas & family 

Reader Aleksandar & family 

De La Cruz Jadranka & Hugo 

Kezic Vladimir 

Mijatovic Panto 

Thickstun Kathryn 

Starr Tatyana 

Nikolic Gordana 

Rutherford Kathleen 

Savchuk Nikolay 

Dyke Tom 

Ruzic Stevan 

On August 23, 2018 St. George parish hosted a 
professor from the Prizren, Kosovo and Metohija 
seminary, Dejan Ristic and three seminarians, Mi-
lan Kostic, Dimitrije Nikolic and Marko Strikovic. 

Thank you, St. George parish and St. George Kolo 
Sestara, for your support!! Our guests were ac-
companied by our diocesan deacon Vladan Ra-
dovanovic.  

 If we have omitted or misspelled your name, please contact the Church office at 619-276-5827 

"He has shown you, O mortal what is good; and what does the LORD require 
of you? but to do justice, to live kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God." —Micah 6:8 
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Bishop Maxim attends the Centen-
nial Commemoration of the Flying 
of the Serbian Flag at the White 
House 

During the week of July 25 – 29, 
2018, His Grace Bishop Maxim par-
ticipated in the centennial commem-
oration events of the historic flying of 
the Serbian flag at the White House 
and President Woodrow Wilson’s 
Proclamation of a Day of Prayer for 
Serbia held in Washington, DC. 

The commemorative events were 
held with the blessings of the Episco-
pal Council of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church in North and South America 
and under the Episcopal Patronage of 
His Grace Bishop Irinej of Eastern 
America. 

Our Centennial Commemoration 
finds its beginning on August 29, 

1915. Archimandrite Nicholai Velimi-
rovich, together with Professor 
Mihailo Idvorsky Pupin, co-chaired a 
meeting at the Amsterdam Opera 
House in New York City to evoke 
sympathy for the Serbian nation and 
its plight during the Great War. From 
there, a resolution was forwarded to 
President Woodrow Wilson confirm-
ing their support for the Allies. 

“Responding in kind on July 28, 1918, 
the President noted, ‘the principles 
for which Serbia has so nobly fought 
and suffered are those for which the 
United States is fighting . . .’ Raising 
the Serbian Flag at the White House, 
President Wilson appealed to the 
people of the United States of all 
faiths and creeds, to assemble in 
their places of worship and prayer-
fully pay tribute. Consequently, this 
Centennial Year also embraces the 

breaking through of the Salonika 
Front and, with it, the liberation of 
Serbia and the conclusion of World 
War I,” said His Grace Bishop Irinej, 
diocesan host hierarch and episcopal 
patron. 

“These events commemorate the sac-
rifice of the Serbian Americans in the 
World War I. Many communities sent 
volunteers initially to join the Serbi-
an army and later to join the US army 
in this Great War. Join us in Washing-
ton for this important commemora-
tion as we remember their sacrifice,” 
said the Honorable Branko Terzic, 
chairman of the WWI Centennial 
Commission of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church in North and South America. 
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Happy birthday, Mom and Baka!  We love you 
so much and hope you  had a great summer 
vacation!   Volimo te puno, puno, 
   Jim, Mel, Marko & Marija  



 Diocesan summer camp in Jackson, CA.  Week Two.  

Honoring our Graduates during Vidovdan celebration. The Milojko Vucelic scholarship awarded to Lazar 
Katanic by the Vucelic family members: Dr. Inge and her grandson Nikola. 
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Dear Friends and Supporters: 

  

Morava finished out the 2017-

2018 season with our summer 

tour of Serbia and Montenegro. For 

those of you who follow us on Fa-

cebook, you know what an excit-

ing, fun, and life-changing trip it 

was!!! Before re-living those won-

derful memories I wanted to thank 

the St George parish and friends 

for all their support during Mora-

va’s 31st Annual Summer Folkfest. 

It was a successful event with 

groups traveling from Canada, Ari-

zona, and all over Southern Califor-

nia. As a current dancer and direc-

tor I can tell you how thrilled we 

are when performing for such an 

energetic crowd. 

  

Just like our dance season, our 

summer tour of Serbia and Monte-

negro had a packed itinerary and 

we hit the ground running the first 

day. We traveled to Oplenac to visit 

the church that our very own St 

George was modeled after. We ex-

plored the Kuca Kralja Petra and 

had a guided tour of the Karad-

jordjev Konak. We were able to 

have a beautiful lunch made by Ti-

na Zivkovic and Simona Trifunovic 

and we did not let the rain ruin our 

day. Of course Morava had a wine 

tasting and food pairing at the Ale-

ksandrovic Winery where we were 

also able to meet up with Rick 

Quinn of Opolo Vineyards and his 

annual Adriatic Tour group. Rick, 

thank you again for picking up the 

Morava tab at the winery. What an 

incredible surprise and treat! We 

continued the festivities with his 

group into the evening, finishing 

off the night with a delicious din-

ner in Skardarlija, at the famous 

Dva Jelena. 

  

Morava had little time to rest as 

our first performance was on the 

following evening. We explored the 

Nikola Tesla Museum and stopped 

at the beautiful St Marko Church. 

MORAVA NEWS by Cristina Dukovich 
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The performance at Deciji Kulturni 

Centar was one for Morava’s histo-

ry books, not only because we 

were privileged to dance alongside 

Talija Art Company, but in the mid-

dle of the final dance number Sava 

Ninkovic, our instructor, proposed 

to me in front of the entire audi-

ence! I am happy to say that we are 

engaged and I am so thrilled my 

Morava Family was part of it. The 

following day Morava celebrated 

another life event as Marina Sken-

dzic married Matjaz Vogrinec in 

Sremski Karlovci surrounded by 

their friends and family. It was a 

beautiful, memorable, and incredi-

bly fun wedding!!! Congratulations 

again to the newlyweds! Your Mo-

rava Family loves you both. 

  

Following our day in Novi Sad, Mo-

rava was honored to have an audi-

ence with His Holiness, Serbian 

Archbishop and Patriarch Irinej. 

We had a private tour of the 

Saborna Crkva, led by the cathedral 

dean (Staresina hrama). Thank you 

Proto Velimir Petakovic who ar-

ranged our beautiful and memora-

ble visit with the Staresina. It was 

spiritually moving for all who at-

tended. 

  

Morava continued its travels 

through Serbia stopping at Ka-

menac Monastery where Sava 

Ninkovic’s aunt is the Igumanija 

(abbess) and where his grand-

mother is a nun. We were all wel-

comed with open arms and though 

the visit was short we were treated 

like family with fresh baked bread, 

sweet honey, and of course home-

made rakija. Morava treated the 

nuns to a couple of vocal selections 

and many of them were moved to 

tears (and some of us Morava sing-

ers were too). On the same day we 

were also fortunate enough to visit 

Zica and Studenica monasteries 

before rallying our energy for our 

second performance of the trip in 

Ivanjica. We explored Ivanjica and 

recouped our energy all while dis-

covering the importance of 

“malina” season. 

  

We braved the windy and narrow 

roads up to Ostrog Monastery the 

next day and Morava was able to 

attend a Vesper service there on 

Vidovdan. It was such a moving 

and spiritual place on the moun-

tainside. The long bus ride didn’t 

dampen our energy as we arrived 

in Budva excited to explore the 

night-life and the city center. In 

Budva the group was able to relax 

and venture out in smaller groups, 

though we all seemed to find one 

another at restaurants enjoying 

(continued on the next page)       
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fresh seafood and wine. Our final 

day of the trip we had the amazing 

opportunity to travel to Kotor, 

where we had a boat tour of the 

bay and Adriatic Coast. It was a 

gorgeous day and with our last 

performance of the season behind 

us, all of Morava was in relaxation 

mode. It was the perfect end to the 

most MEMORABLE trip I have ever 

been on. 

 Folklore can and will change your 

life. It will change your family’s life 

and it will change your kid’s life. I 

have found life long friends, my 

kumovi, and most recently my fu-

ture husband through Morava 

Folklore. I am beyond grateful for 

my church parish for continuing to 

support such an important aspect 

of our cultural heritage. 

 We are always looking for new 

dancers ranging from young kids 

to adults. New Dancer Registration 

for Pee Wee and Junior Ensemble 

will be after church on Sunday 

September 16th at St George Hall. I 

will be available that day to an-

swer any questions regarding the 

upcoming season. Morava Senior’s 

first practice will be Thursday Sep-

tember 13th at 7:30pm at St 

George Hall. As always, if you or 

anyone you know is interested in 

joining Morava, please contact me 

for a member application. Alt-

hough our season has not started 

yet, our calendar is filling up fast. 

We have our upcoming Vista Vi-

king Festival Fundraiser, San Diego 

Serbian Festival performances, 

and the Opolo Harvest Festival 

weekend to look forward to. 

  Cristina “Duki” Dukovich 
Director, Morava Folklore Ensemble 

 

Email to Cristina.dukovich@gmail.com 

mailto:FrBratso@sbcglobal.net
http://www.StGeorgeInSD.org
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 ST. NIKOLAI VELIMIROVIC ON CIVILIZATION 

 The poverty of European 
civilization1 has been revealed by 
this war.2 The ugly nakedness of 
Europe has brought to shame all 
those who used to bow before Eu-
rope’s mask. It was a silken shin-
ing mask hiding the inner ugliness 
and poverty of Europe. The mask 
was called: culture, civilization, 
progress, modernism. All was on-
ly vanitas vanitatum and povertas 
povertatum. When the soul fled 
away, what remained was empty, 
ugly and dangerous. When religion 
plunged into impotence, then: 

 
Christ—a banished beggar looking 
for a shelter, while in the royal and 
pharisaic palaces lived: Machiavel-
li, the atheist; Napoleon, the athe-
ist; Marx, the atheist; and Nie-
tzsche, the atheist, imperially rul-
ing Europe’s rulers. 

 The spirit was wrong and 
everything became wrong. The 
spirit of any civilization is inspired 
by its religion, but the spirit of 

modern Europe was not inspired 
by Europe’s religion at all. A terrif-
ic effort was made in many quar-
ters to liberate Europe from the 
spirit of her religion. The effort-
makers forgot one thing, i.e. that 
no civilization ever was liberated 
from religion and still lived. When-
ever this liberation seemed to be 
fulfilled, the respective civilization 
decayed and died out, leaving be-
hind barbaric materialism in 
towns and superstitions in villag-
es. Europe had to live with Christi-
anity, or to die in barbaric materi-

alism and supersti-
tions without it. 
The way to death 
was chosen. 

From Continental 
Europe first the in-
fection came to Eu-
ropean peoples 
throughout the 
world. It was there 
that the dangerous 
formula was point-
ed out: “Beyond 
good and evil.” Oth-
er parts of the Eu-
ropean world fol-
lowed slowly, tak-
ing first the path 
between Good and 
Evil. Good was 
changed for Power. 

Evil was explained away as Biolog-
ical Necessity. The Christian reli-
gion, which inspired the greatest 
things that Europe ever possessed 
in every point of human activity, 
was degraded by means of new 
watchwords; individualism, liber-
alism, conservatism, nationalism, 
imperialism, secularism, which in 
essence meant nothing out de-
christianization of the European 
society, or, in other words, empti-
ness of European civilization. Eu-
rope abandoned the greatest 
things she possessed and clung to 

the lower and lowest ones. The 
greatest thing was—Christ. 

 Christ was Europe’s God. 
When this God was banished (from 
politics, art, science, social life, 
business, education), everybody 
consequently asked for a God, and 
everybody thought himself to be a 
god, and in truth there it failed, not 
on theories in Europe proclaiming, 
openly or disguisedly, everyone a 
god. So the godless Europe became 
full of gods! 

 Being de-Christianized, Eu-
rope still thought itself to be civi-
lized. In reality she was a poor val-
ley full of dry bones. The only 
thing she had to boast of was her 
material power. By material power 
only she impressed and frightened 
the unchristian (but not anti-
Christian) countries of Central and 
Eastern Asia, and depraved the 
rustic tribes in Africa and else-
where. She went to conquer not by 
God or for God, but by material 
power and for material pleasure. 
Her spirituality did not astonish 
any of the peoples on earth. Her 
materialism astonished all of them. 
Her inner poverty was seen by In-
dia, China, Japan, and partly by 
Russia. What an amazing poverty! 
She gained the whole world, and 
when she looked inside herself she 
could not find her soul. Where has 
fled Europe’s soul? The present 
war will give the answer. It is not a 
war to destroy the world but to 
show Europe’s poverty and to 
bring back her soul. It will last—
this war—as long as Europe re-
mains soulless, Godless, Christless. 
It will stop when Europe gets the 
vision of her soul, her only God, 
her only wealth.  
           
1 This essay constitutes a section in Chapter 
Four of St Nikolai’s The Agony of the Church, 
published in 1917. 

  Science became a mask of pride. 
 Art—a mask of vanity. 
 Politics—a mask of selfishness. 
 Laws—a mask of greediness. 
 Theology—a mask of scepticism. 
 Technical knowledge—a poor surro-

gate for spirituality. 
 Journalism—a desperate surrogate 

for literature. 
 Literature—a sick nostalgia and a 

nonsense, an acrobatics of dwarfs. 
 Civilization—a pretext for imperial-

ism. 
 Fight for right—an atavistic formula 

of the primitive creeds. 
 Morals—the most controversial mat-

ter. 
 Individualism—the second name for 

egoism and egotism. 
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Natalia Trifunovic is the daughter 
of Dr. Robert and Simona Tri-
funovic and the sister of Alexan-
dra, Stefan, and Katarina. She is 
the grand daughter of Proto 
Velimir and Ljubinka Petakovich & 
Alexander(†) and Danica Tri-
funovic.  Natalia was born and 
raised in San Diego, California and 
has been part of the St. George 
community since her birth.  This 
June, she graduated from La Jolla 
Country Day School.  Natalia spent 
her lower school education in Es-
condido at The Children’s Montes-
sori School and Escondido Chris-
tian School.  She transferred to La 
Jolla Country Day in the fifth 
grade.  At Country Day, in addition 

to furthering her education, 
Natalia was a concert choir 
member, play production and 
musical theatre actor, mem-
ber of the green team and a 
peer leader.   

Natalia is a classically trained 
dancer and competitively 
danced for six years.  Apart 
from her school life, Natalia is 
very active in the St. George 
community, assisting with 
the multiple facets of church 
events and an active member 
of the Morava Folklore En-
semble and Women’s Choir.  
This summer, Natalia will 
travel with Morava to Serbia 
to perform alongside the pro-
fessional dance group, Talija.  

Through all her hard work 
she has been accepted into 
Southern Methodist Universi-

ty and will study in The Meadows 
School of the Arts, majoring in Act-
ing and a minor in Musical Thea-
tre.   

Natalia would like to tell the Stew-
ards of St. George:  

 

2018 Graduates 

High school:  Natalija Trifunovic 

Thank you for always supporting me in my endeavors and 
providing me with a second home.  I am going to miss everyone 
at St. George, but I will visit often!  Thank you to Morava for 
always being a family to me and introducing me to my life-long 
friends!  I look forward to the future and would like to thank 
everyone for the amazing support they’ve shown throughout my 
journey to college. I love you all! 

Love,  Natalija 

WISDOM OF HOLY FATHERS 
 

St. Nektarios of Aegina  
“Christian religion is not a certain philo-
sophic system, about which learned men, 

trained in metaphysical studies, argue and 
then either espouse or reject, according to 

the opinion each one has formed. It is 
faith, established in the souls of men, 

which ought to be spread to the many and 
be maintained in their consciousness.” 

 
Elder Cleopa of Sihastria  

“Do not do anything without signing your-
self with the sign of the Cross! When you 
depart on a journey, when you begin your 
work, when you go to study, when you are 
alone, and when you are with other peo-
ple, seal yourself with the Holy Cross on 

your forehead, your body, your chest, your 
heart, your lips, your eyes, your ears. All 
of you should be sealed with the sign of 

Christ’s victory over hell. Then you will no 
longer be afraid of charms, evil spirits, or 
sorcery, because these are dissolved by the 
power of the Cross like wax before fire and 

like dust before the wind.” 
 

St. Seraphim of Sarov  
“Neither do walls or rich furniture make a 

home. Millionaires in magnificent man-
sions may never know a home. But where 
there are good relationships, where love 

binds the family together and to God, 
there happiness is always to be found. For 
good relationships is heaven anywhere.” 
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Stefan Robert Trifunovic is the son 
of Dr. Robert and Simona Tri-
funovic and the only brother of Al-

exandra, Katarina, and Natalia.  He 
is the grandson of Proto Velimir 
and Ljubinka Petakovich & Alexan-
der(†) and Danica Trifunovic.   

Stefan was born and raised in San 
Diego and has been part of the St. 
George community since his birth.  
This May, he graduated from Bos-
ton University’s Questrom School 
of Business with a Bachelors of Sci-
ence in Business Administration, 
Concentrating in Finance, Law, and 
Real Estate.  Stefan spent his lower 
school education in Escondido at 
The Children’s Montessori School 
and moved to La Jolla Country Day 
in the fifth grade, graduating in 
2014.  At Boston University, Stefan 
pursued a few of his many pleas-
ures such as furthering his educa-
tion and joining like-minded indi-
viduals by becoming a brother of 

the business fraternity, Alpha Kap-
pa Psi. During the summers be-
tween semesters, Stefan interned 
at a few real estate firms in pursuit 
of a career in commercial real es-
tate.  Stefan plans to move to Seat-
tle, Washington to potentially work 
at one of the former firms he in-
terned with. 

Stefan would like to tell the Stew-
ards of St. George:  

Thank you for providing me with a 
second home and supporting my 
initiatives.  It pains me to leave St. 
George and all the family I have 
here.  However, I know that when I 
return everyone will be there wait-
ing with open arms!  Thank you to 
all who have supported me. I love 
you all!     
   Love, Stefan  

College Graduates: 

Stefan Trifunovic 

Arturito Alemany 

Milan Copic 

Oksana Germain 

David Linder 

Tatiana and David Linder at graduation on 
the USS Midway.  
 
David graduated from the Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University with a Bachelor’s of 
Science degree in Occupational Safety and 
Health with Cum Laud honors. 

Milan Copic 
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Draga braco i sestre, 

It is only fitting that the first scholar-
ship award made in my Grandfa-
ther‘s name is going to Lazar Katanic 
today, on this Vidovdan Celebra-
tion;  all gathered here today recall 
Tzar Lazar‘s immortal words „We die 
with Christ, to live forever.” 

The $40,000 Milojko Mike Vucelic 
Scholarship was established to ad-
vance the dream of my Grandfather, 
Milojko.  Throughout his life, Milojko 
believed and supported education, 
creativity, fortitude and self-
discipline in achieving life’s goals. He 
equally supported his Serbian herit-
age and the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. His wife and my loving 
Grandmother, Dr. Inge Perzl Vucelic 
unequivocally supported her hus-
band and after his falling asleep in 
the Lord in 2012, she continues to 
carry out their life’s dream of being 
ambassadors of education among 
Serbian people. My Grandparents 
were married for 54 years, until De-
da’s passing. 

Milojko was born in Moslavina, of 
parents Josip and Ljubica (born 
Hrgovic) into an observant Orthodox 
family. His parents instilled in him 
the traditional values of hard work, 
thrift, and charity. In 1947, at age 17, 
he entered the University in Zagreb. 
Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, 
earning a Diploma. During his stud-
ies, Milojko became interested in 
aerospace. He got his pilot license in 
Vrsac flying Tiger Moth biplanes. He 
was an active member of AeroKlub 
Zagreb. While ‘Mike’ was a university 
student he built airplanes for the 
AeroKlub. 

Upon graduation, Mike received an 
award from Mercedes Benz, part of 

which included work at the prestig-
ious Mercedes Benz design bureau in 
Stuttgart. Mike eventually accepted a 
job offer from Cessna Aviation in 
Wichita, Kansas in 1956. At Cessna, 
he designed the landing gear for the 
Cessna 210. In 1961, Mike and his 
family moved to Southern California 
where he was instrumental in the 
success of the Apollo Space program. 
He is a co-recipient of the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom for his work 
saving the Astronauts of Apollo 13. 
In 2011, he was inducted into the 
Serbian Academy of Science. 

The Milojko “Mike” Vucelic Scholar-
ship was established on December 
8th, 2017 when Dr. Inge and her and 
son, my father, Aleksandar, met with 
Father Bratso Krsic to establish the 
guidelines for awarding the scholar-
ship.  

My Grandparents always wanted to 
provide an opportunity for a diligent 
young student of Orthodox faith to 
succeed in Engineering at a Universi-
ty. This Scholarship is intended to 
support students who will contin-
ue the tradition of Serbians who ad-
vance society with technical contri-
butions, while retaining their Ortho-
dox faith and values.  

Lazar Katanić will start attending 
UCSD this fall to study computer sci-
ence. Lazar comes from a family of 
immigrants and is one of 7 children 
of an Orthodox priest from our Stari 
Kraj. Given his academic success and 
his area of study, Lazar precisely fits 
the criteria my Grandparents envi-
sioned for  this Scholarship. We be-
lieve deda Mike would be very 
pleased with the selection. 

When my grandfather passed peace-
fully into the Lord, he was found 

with his hands making the sign of the 
cross (hold hand up to show the Or-
thodox method). 

Moj Deda, the space scientist, died 
with Christ and he will live forever 
through his gifts. 

The Vucelic family offers the first scholarship in memory of Milojko “Mike” Vucelic. 

Below is the speech delivered by Milojko’s  grandson, Nikola , during the award ceremony, June 24, 2018. 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE VUCELIC AND DR. 
SRBICH SCHOLARSHIPS, LAZAR KATANIC, 
MISSION HILLS HIGH SCHOOL. CLASS OF 

2018. 

Born in 2000 in Atlanta, GA, Lazar and 
his family moved to Hermitage, PA in 
2003 where he had spent the majority 
of his childhood. At the start of his 
sophomore year, his family moved to 
San Marcos, CA where his father pre-
sides as the priest at Sveta Petka. The 
church has always been a huge im-
portance in his life, where, he spends 
countless hours volunteering at the 
church at various events and serving 
in the Holy Altar. 

Lazar is a hard working student with 
a cumulative unweighted GPA of 3.54 
and weighted GPA of 3.84 in high 
school. 

Recently, Lazar was accepted into UC 
San Diego's Computer Engineering 
Program. At UCSD, one of the top 
schools in the nation, Lazar will be 
working alongside some of the 
world's best in the field of computing 
and programming.  

With a computer engineering degree, 
he plans to eventually start his own 
biomedical company, specializing in 
building and maintaining medical de-
vices and hospital-grade, robotic ma-
chines for the health care industry. 
His goal is to create and automate 
products which will benefit people 
who have congenital limb defects and 
those who have suffered a loss of limb 
functionality due to disease or injury. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
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 Lazar Katanic’s speech at the Vidovdan 

scholarship awards: 

Reverend fathers, dear brothers 
and sisters, 
I want to first of all express my 
gratitude for this scholarship. 
what a privilege and blessing to be 
a part of a Serbian community 
where such a scholarship is made 
available. My father is a priest in 
San Marcos and we moved here 
only three years ago and we were 
fortunate enough to find out about 
this scholarship program.  

We're taught that giving is better 
than receiving and even at my age, 
I know the benefits of giving to a 
charitable cause but I cannot imag-
ine how great the generous hearts 

of the sponsors to give not just to 
one person, but to generation after 
generation.  

Having said that, I know that hav-
ing receiving this scholarship, I 
also take upon myself the respon-
sibility of excelling in my studies in 
the future. I plan on studying com-
puter engineering in UC San Diego. 
On a personal note, I've always 
had a knack for computers but 
apart from having gifts and talents, 
financial aid is needed in enabling 
me to pursue my dreams. So I am 
very thankful for this opportunity. 
Thank you to Father Bratso and to 
the Church Board of St. George, 
San Diego, for maintaining this 
scholarship. Father Bratso, keep 
me in your prayers. Thank you all! 

 Maja Topalovich with her family on Vidovdan, 2018.  Monastery Zica. Saborni Hram Svetog Georgija Novi Sad i Orasac, mesto 
podizanja Prvog Srpskog Ustanka. Bottom right picture: Velimir & Mira Jovanovic in St. Lazar Church in Visegrad.  
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Dear Stewards, Parishioners 
and Friends: 

The San Diego Serbian Festival 
2018 is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 13th.  We are contacting 
you today asking you to mark your 
calendar and plan on participating 
in any way you can. 

Your help in terms of the prepara-
tion work prior to the Festival or 
the day of the Festival and spon-
sorship and advertising are all 
great opportunities to demon-
strate your love and care for St. 
George parish and our Serbian cul-
ture and heritage.  

The San Diego Serbian Festival is a 
great opportunity for our parish to 
come together and share our Or-
thodox Faith, culture, heritage and 
beautiful church grounds with our 
San Diego and Southern California 
neighbors.  

Please, consider helping us by 
volunteering and becoming a 
sponsor. 

The San Diego Serbian Festival 
committee will be comprised of 
the following sub-committees: 
Publicity, Kitchen, Set up, Clean up, 
Tents, Carnival/Kids zone, Barbe-
que, Bar tickets, Entrance tickets, 
Church bookstore, Serbian Market, 
and Security. This year we would 
like to have all these sub-
committees in place and in addi-
tion we would like to train an ex-
tra chairperson for each commit-
tee. This will enable us to efficient-
ly complete each task. Please, plan 
on attending our organizational 
meeting that will soon be sched-
uled and announced.  

The Mala Pijaca (Serbian market) 
will take place this year with out-
side vendors.  If you have some-

thing to sell and would like to rent 
a table at our market, please con-
tact us at 619-276-5827.  First 
come, first served!  There is lim-
ited space available. 

Please give these items thoughtful 
consideration.  The key to success 
of any fund raising event is the un-
derwriting of costs.  You can make 
a difference today by calling our 
church office 619-276-5827. 
Please make checks payable to St. 
George Church and mail to:   

 
San Diego Serbian Festival 
3025 Denver Street,  
San Diego, CA 92117 
 

Thank You and God bless You! 

BECOME A FESTIVAL SPONSOR & VOLUNTEER 

Rev. Bratislav Bratso Krsic 
Deacon Paul Germain 

Parish Council/Church Board 
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 By not making church and 
Orthodox Christian education a 
part of their children’s lives, some 
parents are actually hurting their 
children’s chances at reaching a 
happy and productive adulthood. 
  This may seem far-fetched 
to some, but a group of leading 
children’s doctors, research scien-
tists and youth-services profes-
sionals has essentially said as 
much in a study on children’s 
mental –health issues. 
  The study was compiled by 
the Commission in Children at 
Risk, which has no affiliation to 
any particular religion and in-
cludes members of the Dartmouth, 
Harvard, UCLA and Yale medical 
schools and scientists form the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health. 
No pastors, bishops or rabbis were 
on the panel. 
  The researchers were look-
ing to develop new strategies to 
reduce the high number of U.S. 
children suffering from emotional 

and behavioral problems such as 
depression, anxiety, attention defi-
cit disorder, conduct disorders 
and thoughts of suicide. 
  Their findings suggest that 
strong nurturing environments 
within the family, school and 
church can help to reduce or elimi-
nate aggression, anxiety, depres-
sion, or substance abuse in chil-
dren.  
  They note that children 
raised with a spirituality and con-
nection to church are less stressed 
and have more optimism and a 
greater commitment to helping 
others. In other words, religion, 
spirituality, church and church 
school are good for your kids – 
and you too. 
  They concluded that broad 
social changes are needed to turn 
the tide of the growth of mental-
health difficulties the children are 
facing. Actually, the social change 
required is nothing new; it is a re-
turn to more traditional values 

that our country was founded on 
and our grandparents held, such 
as God, prayer and church. 
  A child will not get much 
value from church Sunday school 
if they come late and have sporad-
ic attendance. Children soon learn 
that this school and what they are 
taught is secondary to other 
‘activities’ (sports, etc.) 
  Our grandparents under-
stood the need for religious educa-
tion. The children were made to go 
– no matter what.  
  To enroll your child/ren in 
St. George Sunday church school 
please contact Fr. Bratso at 
frbratso@sbcglobal.net or call him 
at 619-276-5827.  

You can also contact Melanie Mili-
cevic at melkmilicevic@gmail.com 
or any of our Sunday school tach-
ers. 
  Thank you for helping us to 
be your children’s Orhtodox edu-
cating partners! God bless you all! 

 
 ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
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Content includes: 
 
• Most comprehensive collection of 
Saints for each day; 
• Most comprehensive collection of 
curated icons (3,500+) for the Saints 
and Feast days; 
• Fasting guidelines; 
• Readings; 
• Daily prayers. 
 
An UPDATED compendium and ON-
LY iOS version of The Prologue of 
Ohrid (“Prologue”) is provided in 
collaboration with St. Sebastian Or-
thodox Press (“Sebastian Press”), 
the book publishing ministry of the 
Serbian Orthodox Diocese of West-
ern America. First written by Saint 
Nikolai Velimirovic, who reposed in 
1956, your subscription to the Pro-
logue, includes the thousands of 
Saints added in the most recent 
2017 release, and is updated on a 
monthly basis. 
 
An annual subscription to our Basic 
Calendar application is offered, and 
through an in-app purchase, the full 
text and audio content. 
 
Subscription & Pricing Terms: 
OrthoPrax® is the ultimate Chris-
tian Orthodox calendar, prayer 
book, and guide with 3,500+ curated 
icons, daily prayers, and readings to 
help you experience and enjoy the 
liturgical cycle of the Ancient Faith. 

In-app purchases provide access to 
rich textual and audio content such 
as Sebastian Press’ Prologue, where 
our content would require hundreds 
of dollars to purchase separately, 
and a Cathedral in which to share 
our icons! 
 
Free version: Contains the calen-
dar, a listing of all Saints for every 
day, daily readings, daily prayers, 
the hymn of the day according to St. 
Nikolai Velimirovic, and thoughts 
for the day. When viewing the calen-
dar, users see fasting and non-
fasting days, can change from old 
calendar to new, and all icons are 
included as thumbnail images. The 
calendar is periodically updated to 
adjust for moving feast days, addi-
tional icons, and relevant changes to 
the readings. 
 
Basic version ($3.99 per year): 
Adds the ability to access one icon 
(per Saint and Feast day where 
available) in high quality images, 
and to read summaries of the lives 
of the Saints from Sebastian Press’ 
Prologue (ISBN 9780971950504), 
as updated on a monthly basis.   
 
Full version ($14.99 per year): 
Adds the full text of Sebastian Press’ 
Prologue, providing on a daily basis, 
the Lives of the Saints, Hymns of 
Praise, Reflection, Contemplation 
and Homily for each day – a $135 
value. In addition, you will have ac-

cess to our complete icon database 
(multiple icons per Saint and Feast 
day, where available) in high quality 
images, and the daily readings from 
the Prologue brought alive with Fr. 
Norman Kosanovic’s broadcast 
voice! 
 

Basic terms of purchase: 
Refunds are not provided for un-
used portions of any subscription 
term. You will have access until the 
end of the current payment period. 
Subscriptions renew as of the date 
first enrolled, and users must retain 
their Basic version subscription in 
order to have access to the add-on 
subscriptions of the Full version, 
and: 
 
• Payments will be charged to your iTunes 
Account at confirmation of purchase; 
• Subscription automatically renews unless 
auto-renew is turned off at least 24-hours be-
fore the end of the current period; 
• Account will be charged for renewal within 
24-hours prior to the end of the current period, 
and identify the cost of the renewal; 
• Subscriptions may be managed by the user 
and auto-renewal may be turned off by going 
to the user's Account Settings after purchase; 
• Unused portions of a free trial period, if of-
fered, will be forfeited when the user purchas-
es a subscription to that publication, where 

applicable. 

 

OrthoPrax® is the most comprehensive Christian Orthodox Calendar & lectionary  

It is available for iOS, allowing you to experience the Liturgical cycle of the An-
cient Faith according to the calendar.  Carry all the prayers, fasting schedules, 
daily Scripture readings, biographies of the daily saints and more in order to 
read wherever you are! Developed in the Serbian tradition, it will soon sup-
port Greek, Antiochian, Russian and OCA saints, feast days, with specifics and 

added themes for the various jurisdictions. 
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Our Kolo Srpskih Sestara donated funds 
for school supplies for the 10 backpacks that a 
parish family donated for the Fellowship of Or-
thodox Christians drive. The supplies included 
much of what is needed at the beginning of a 
school year by most children but which 
many  families cannot begin to afford to buy their 
children. Breaking the cycle of poverty is one of 

the main goals of FOCUS. Christian love through 
Christian charity and works are very evident in 
all that this Orthodox organization does. Our Sis-
ters reflect these goals as well, and we thank 
them, as well. The backpacks were distributed on 
Saturday,August 11 at the back to school fair in 
San Ysidro.      
     Mira Jovanovic 

 “You didn’t find the door to the 
heart, so you’ll get beasts instead of 
humans. You have forgotten that the 
Lord has shown mankind an example in 
the bird species. A bird first gives birth 
to an egg, and until this egg has been 
kept for the proper time in maternal 
warmth, it remains an inanimate ob-
ject. It is the same with people. The 
child born to you is that egg—with the 
beginnings of earthly life, but inani-
mate with respect to his blossoming in 
Christ. The child who has not been 
warmed by his parents and family to 
the root of his soul, to the root of all his 
feelings, will remain dead in spirit for 
God and good works. And it is precisely 
from these children not warmed by love 
and spiritual care that those genera-
tions come into the world, from which 
the prince of this world will recruit his 

armies against God and His holy 
Church. 

 Therefore I beg you to take care 
for the good upbringing of your chil-
dren. First of all think of the salvation 
of their souls. God has placed you as the 
heads and teachers over your families. 
It is your duty to watch, and to watch 
continually after the behavior of your 
children. Listen to St. Paul. Educate 
your children in the teaching and in-
structions of the Lord (cf. I Cor. 14:35, 
Eph. 6:4). Imitate Job, who continually 
looked after his children and offered 
sacrifices for mercy towards any secret 
misdeeds they might have committed 
(Job 1:5).  

 Imitate Abraham, who con-
cerned himself less with the acquisition 
of riches than with the keeping of God’s 

law by every member of his house, and 
about whom the Lord witnessed: For I 
know that he will order his sons, and 
his house after him, and they will keep 
the ways of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment (Gen. 18:19). David, when he 
was near death, wanted to leave Solo-
mon the surest inheritance; he called 
him to himself in order to repeat the 
following wise instructions: that the 
Lord may confirm his word which he 
spoke, saying, f thy children shall take 
heed to their way to walk before me in 
truth with all their heart, I promise 
thee, saying, there shall not fail thee a 
man on the throne of Israel (III Kings 
2:4). These are the examples that we 
should follow during our lives and with 
our final breath!”    

Saint John Chrysostom in his treatise on 

the education of children. 
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Hello, St. George Families, 

 

W 
e have been working 
hard all year to build 
our Sunday school 
community and we 

culminated our year with some 
great activities on June 10, 2018. 
Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated and helped make this year a 
success. We need and thank you all! 

 

T 
his year, the kids partici-
pated in many fun and ed-
ucational opportunities at 
our parish such as 

Savindan, the greeting and welcom-
ing of two Bishops, all the church 
Holy Days, and weekly lessons 
which helped us all learn about and 
participate in the Divine Liturgy. It’s 
amazing to listen  
to what our kids know and hear 
them share the things they have 
learned in their  
homes and at church. I applaud you 
all for sharing what you know about 
our  
faith with them. You are their first 
and best teachers. 

 

T 
he one goal we focused on 
most was how we treated 
each other. We worked on  
sharing, including others 

in our outdoor activities and being 
kind to one another and demon-
strating good Orthodox Christian 
behavior. The kids responded and 
demonstrated all they learned. They 
are all wonderful, intelligent kids! 

T 
his coming year, if you 
have a special talent you 
would like to share with 
us (i.e. cooking, art, dance, 

music, or would like to teach a les-
son or two) please feel free to reach 
out to us. We encourage your in-
volvement and we appreciate any 
and all help.   

 

I 
f ever you would like to donate 
to our Sunday school program, 
we welcome gift cards to 
Michaels, Target and 

Lakeshore Learning as well as 
wipes, prizes or snacks for the kids. 
Thank you in advance! We hope to 
be able to return to our Sunday 
School room in the Fall so we can 
make the most of our lessons and 
truly have a learning environment 
which is most beneficial to our 

amazing kids! 

T 
he Sunday school will start 
on Sunday, September 9th, 
2018. Please, fill out the 
registration form for your 

child/ren and turn it into our parish 
office. Don’t forget, the Divine Litur-
gy now starts at 10am. 

Thank you for your support! 

M 
elanie Milicevic. On be-
half of Sunday School 
Teachers  

  LETTER FROM OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

Please, fill in the St. George Sunday 
School Registration Form for 2018-2019 

as soon as possible. Thank you!  

Forms are available in the Church office.  



 

Church Office Staff  

& Volunteers 
_______ 

PARISH PRIEST 

V. Rev. Protopresbyter Bratislav Krsic 

Email: FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 

PARISH DEACON 

Rev. Deacon Paul Germain 

CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENT 

Kathryn Thickstun 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Dorde Petrovic & Velimir Jovanovic 

TREASURER: Milos Belcevic 

SECRETARY: Jeff Nicholas Schrandt 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

Vojkan Popovic, Vladimir Kezic,  

Dorde Petrovic, Simona Trifunovic,  

Kira Anthofer, P. Lisa Krsic 

STEWARDSHIP CO-CHAIRMEN 

Zeljko Milasinovic, Andrew Marin 

AUDITING BOARD 

Miro Copic,Vesna Jovanovic,  

Dusanka Klacar 

TUTORS/VESTRYMEN 

Milos Lukic, George Skaljac, 

Nebojsa Rajkovic, 

Miro Copic, Radovan Borovic,        
Constantine Chris Dizick 

S.S.S. St. GEORGE CHOIR 

Velimir Jovanovic, President 

Kathryn Thickstun, Director 

CIRCLE OF SERBIAN SISTERS 

Jadranka De la Cruz, Sladana Melos 

MORAVA FOLKLORE ENSEMBLE 

Cristina “Duki” Dukovich 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY  

Maja Topalovic 

PARISH OFFICE SECRETARY 

Natalia Valenti 

 

Sunday School celebration  

Diocesan Days: Week One.  



 

_________________________ 

 
Apolytikion of Dormition of the Theotokos 
In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death, you 

did not abandon the world, O Theotokos. As mother 

of life, you departed to the source of life, delivering 

our souls from death by your intercessions. 




