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FATHER BRATSO’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2017  

 

Fr. Bratso's Annual Report for 2017  

My dear fellow Stewards and Pa-
rishioners,  

This is my tenth report to you for 
the pastoral work and ministry at 
our cherished St. George parish. It 
is my hope to let you know about 
some of my work, the spiritual 
state of our parish and to 
acknowledge the generosity and 
sacrifices of so many, which has 
enabled our parish to maintain all 
of our ministries and make a dif-
ference in the lives of our stew-
ards and parishioners and beyond 
our parish boundaries.  

Stole Report 2017 
Baptisms: 20        

Weddings (this includes blessing 
of existing [civil] marriages): 4  

Funerals: 6          

Slavas: 82          

Pastoral/hospital visitations: 47 

Home blessings with Theophany-
Bogojavljenskom vodicom/Holy 
Water (some homes are blessed 
during a family’s slava celebra-
tions) outside of slava celebra-
tion: 29 

Liturgical Life 

  As always and as is the 
most fitting and appropriate, let 
me remind you that the Divine 
Liturgy is the center of Orthodox 
Christian life, and it is most im-
portant for our entire parish to 
make a commitment to partici-
pate in the Liturgy at least twice 
a month. This past year I heard 
from so many families that vari-
ous sports and family activities 
keep them away from the Liturgy. 
My place is not to judge anyone, 
but rather, as your parish priest, 
to remind you that we as mem-
bers of St. George parish are a 
family, so our main Sunday activi-
ty as an Orthodox Christian family 
here at St. George is to gather to-
gether for the Liturgy which 
brings us into communion with 
the Lord and each other, thus, we 
become one with Him.  

Stewardship and the 
Steward 
   An Orthodox Christian 
Steward at St. George parish is an 
active participant in the life of the 
Church. Our parish encourages all 
who accept the Orthodox Faith to 
become practicing Stewards. Each 
year our stewards are expected to 
carefully review their personal 
circumstances and make a com-
mitment of time, talent, and treas-
ure to support the Parish and her 
Ministries, which in turn support 
the ministries of the Serbian Or-
thodox Church in North and South 
America. 
  A primary goal of Steward-

ship is to promote spiritual 
growth and strengthen our faith. 
Becoming a Steward begins when 
we believe in God, to whom we 
give our love, loyalty and trust, 
and act on those beliefs. As Stew-
ards, we affirm that every aspect 
of our lives comes as a gift from 
God. Stewardship calls on the 
faithful to cheerfully offer back to 
God a portion of the gifts with 
which we have been blessed. 

Parish Leaders 

  Parish leaders, that is, those 
who serve on various boards of our 
parish organizations are called, first of 
all, to be servants of God and to be co-
workers in God’s vineyard at our local 
St. George parish. Such an approach 
seeks the use of ones’ talents, but most 
importantly, it seeks spiritual growth. 
No one can serve in a parish well if he 
or she does not grow spiritually, but in 
order to grow spiritually one has to be 
committed to our Orthodox Faith and 
participate in her sacramental life.   

Christian Education 
and Pilgrimages  

  Orthodox Christian Educa-
tion is an ongoing activity of our 
entire parish. I am grateful to our 
Sunday school teachers and par-
ents for their support and regular 
participation. Admittedly, there is 
always room for improvement. 
Our Sunday school teachers for 
this school year are: Melanie Mili-
cevic, Elizabeth Zdralo, Nemanja 
Zdralo, Kaija Germain, and Ana-
stasija Krsic. I thank them for 
their love and dedication to our 
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parish education program.  

The Russian pilgrimage took place 
on September 11-22, 2017. This 
year we plan on going to the Holy 
Land (April 11-21, 2018). Infor-
mation is available on our website, 
via emails, Facebook and here in 
the social hall and the church with 
color flyers and detailed infor-
mation.   

 Our parish hosted the Sts. Se-
bastian and Mardarije Orthodox 
Institute last year, February 13–16, 
2017. 

Speaker: Fr. Vasilios Thermos; Top-
ic: Psychology in the service of God. 

Culture and Heritage 
Programs (Folkfest; Con-
certs) 

Our folklore groups: Morava 
Sr., Morava Jr., and PeeWees contin-
ue to promote a part of our Serbian 
culture and heritage through folk 
songs and dance. They have my full 
support and I am grateful to all di-
rectors, choreographers and par-
ents for their active participation in 
the ministries of our parish.  

Some of the Projects/
Ministries Completed in 
2017 

 We had several very successful 
events, e.g., San Diego Serbian Fes-

tival, Sts. Sebastian and 
Mardarije Institute, etc. 

 Served regular Litur-
gical services; home 
blessings and pastoral 
visits to the sick and hos-
pitalized. 

 Sunday Matins/
Jutrenje is now served 
regularly. 

 “Voice” published quarterly 
(Thank you to Natalia Valenti, Ana 
Miletic-Sedy and all contributors) 
and weekly bulletins. 

 We sent out regular e-
newsletters every Monday morn-
ing. 

 Our new parish website was 
regularly updated: 
www.StGeorgeInSD.org.  Our pa-
rishioners and supporters are able 
to make a donation online through 
a secured account. 

 Participated in the Diocesan 
Summer camp in Jackson, CA, July 
16–22, 2017. 

 During the Vidovdan celebra-
tion on Sunday, June 25th, 2017, we 
were able to award the Professor 
Srbich Annual Scholarship 
($1,000.00), to a graduating high 
school student of Serbian descent 
in the San Diego County area. The 
scholarship is awarded by the Prof. 
Srbich Endowment, established in 
his memory by his beloved family. 
Miro Copic continues to oversee 
this and other endowments of St. 
George parish. Endowments are a 
great way to build a legacy for our 
parishioners and provide perpetual 
care for our parish. It is suggested 
that families consider their partici-
pation in establishing a legacy of 
their own by setting up an endow-
ment with their family name. The 

recipient of the Prof. Srbich 2017 
scholarship was Emilia Copic. She 
was also a recipient of St. George 
Scholarship in amount of $1,000.00. 

 Served meals to the homeless 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month at God’s Extended Hand in 
downtown San Diego. 

 Sunday School related activities: 
regular Sunday school classes, Vrbi-
ca, Nativity Play, etc. 

 Fr. Bratso frequently hosted 
regular San Diego Orthodox clergy 
meetings. 

Participation in the diocesan and 
the Central Church level: Fr. Bratso 
is Director of the Education Depart-
ment of our diocese, member of Li-
turgics, Sacred Music and Transla-
tion committee, Pan-Orthodox and 
Interfaith Liaison of our diocese; 
National committees: Editor of the 
Path of Orthodoxy, Communication 
Committee and Education Commit-
tee. 

Thank you 

 My thanks and deep appre-
ciation go to my predecessors, Fr. 
Velimir and Fr. Bozidar, deacon 
Paul, Kate and the entire Church 
Board/Parish Council, the Choir, 
Tutori, the Kolo members and their 
leaders, the Morava Group and par-
ents, Sunday School teachers, vol-
unteers, Office staff and volunteers, 
and all stewards and supporters of 
our St. George parish.  I ask you all 
to continue working together for 
the betterment of our cherished St. 
George parish. The opportunity for 
growth of our ministries is great 
and we can accomplish all of it only 
if we work together. I pray that the 
Lord blesses our work during 2018. 

With all of my love in Christ our Lord,  

Father Bratso Krsic 

 

mailto:StGeorgeParishOffice@gmail.com
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/1-Peter/4/10
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PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND WITH FR.BRATSO 
10 days 

April 11-20, 2018 

 

Land & Air from LAX $2995.00 

Land only $2195.00 

Single Supplement $695.00 

 

For more information contact Kristine@select-intl.com 

SELECT INTERNATIONAL TOURS 

800-842-4842 

Minimum 10 participants for all pilgromages 

April 11—Day 1—Departure from LA International Airport 

April 12—Day 2—Tel Aviv Arrival. Transfer to Bathlehem. 

April 13—Day 3—Bethlehem-Mar Sabba Monastery 

April 14— Day 4—Ein Karem—Lod—Jaffa– Mt. Carmel– Nazareth 

April 15—Day 5— Sea of Galilee 

April 16—Day 6—Mt.Tabor—Nazareth—Cana 

April 17—Day 7—Mt. of Temptation—Jericho—Baptismal site—Dead Sea 

April 18—Day 8—Jerusalem—Mt. of Olives—Palm Sunday Road and Mt. Zion—Bethany 

April 19—Day 9—Jerusalem—Old City—Holy Cross Monastery 

April 20—Day 10—Departure 

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES: 

Round Trip airfare 

Accommodation in first class hotels (taxes included) 

Open hot buffet breakfast daily 

Dinners as per itinerary 

Beverages are not included 

Farewell dinner with wine 

Private air-conditioned motor coach 

English-speaking tour manager 

All admission charges as per the itinerary  

RATES DO NOT INCLUDE: 

Personal expenses 

Travel protection (optional but encouraged) 

Medical insurance 

Beverages 

Gratuities for the guides, drivers, hotel stuff, porters 

($2.00 per meal, $1.00 per bag tips are recommended) 

Church donations  

UPCOMING PILGRIMAGES  
·      2019: Pilgrimage to Serbia and Mount Athos                                                                               
       (800 years of autocephaly of the Serbian Orthodox Church) 
 
·      2020: Pilgrimage to Alaska and Russia 
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ON THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST  

The Resurrection is the single 
most important tenant of Christi-
anity. Without it, there would be 
no Christianity. Without the Resur-
rection there would be no Church. 
Now it’s very popular today for 
people to talk as though the Resur-
rection is not very important. Even 
people who identify themselves as 
Christians tend to shy away from it 
as though they’re a little bit em-
barrassed to believe in something 
so unscientific, something that 
cannot be documented by scien-
tific evidence.  
 
So let’s talk about first whether 
there is any proof of the Resurrec-
tion. Well, God does not give us 
proofs. He doesn’t give us proof 
about anything. Not about the Res-
urrection, not even about His ex-
istence. You have probably met 
people who say, “I don’t believe in 
God until I have proof that God ex-
ists”, “God needs to prove to me 
that He exists”. What do you mean 
God has to prove Himself to you? 
What arrogance we have arrived 
at, dear brothers and sisters, when 
we insist that God proves Himself 
to us. God will never give us 
proofs, and why is that? Have you 
ever thought about that? I have 
thought about this, and I’ll tell you 
what I think. I think God does not 
give us proof because He wants us 
to believe on the basis of faith. 
Faith is what matters. So if people 
say, “Why won’t God just show 
Himself to everyone so everyone 
believes?” Why not? Because if He 

gave us absolute proof, then we 
would have no choice but to be-
lieve in Him. And He does not want 
us to believe in Him because we 
have to, but rather because 
we choose to. That’s called faith. 
God does not force Himself on us; 
God will not compel us to believe 
in Him, to follow Him, etc. He 
wants us to choose to believe in 
Him, and that’s why we can only 
come to God on the basis of faith, 
because God respects human free-
dom. That’s called free will. And if 
He gives us some kind of absolute 
proof, then there will not be such a 
thing as free will.  
 
Now the problem that many peo-
ple have today in our society, who 
are accustomed to some kind of 
scientific proofs for everything... 
this problem is not so dissimilar to 
the situation that existed in the 
Greek world long ago during the 
first century, when the Gospel was 
first preached, because many peo-
ple found the Gospel message very 
difficult to accept since it wasn’t as 
persuasive as Greek philosophy. 
And this is really the point that St. 
Paul is making in 1 Corinthians in 
the last half of chapter 1 and the 
beginning of chapter 2 when he 
talks about the “foolishness” of the 
Gospel. “We preach Christ cruci-
fied,” he says. “A stumbling block 
for the Jews and folly to the Gen-
tiles”, because the Gentiles were 
expecting some kind of proof on 
the level of what was popular in 
their society at the time, which for 

them was reasoning through 
Greek philosophy and especially 
arguments very cleverly made, 
very beautifully reasoned out and 
articulated from rhetors and soph-
ists etc.; and Paul said you’re not 
going to get that. He said, I did not 
come proclaiming to you the testi-
mony of God in lofty words or wis-
dom. For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. And I was with you in 
weakness and in much fear and 
trembling; 4 and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible 
words of wisdom, but in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power, that 
your faith might not rest in the wis-
dom of men but in the power of 
God. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 

   So, similarly, because science has 
its flaws and its limitations as well, 
we do not rest our belief in the 
Resurrection on scientific proof or 
on any kind of human proof or rea-
soning. So there will never be 
proof of the existence of God or 
of the Resurrection. However, 
there is evidence of the Resur-
rection even though we can nev-
er exactly prove it nor disprove 
it from a purely scientific per-
spective. The strongest evidence 
of the Resurrection is the exist-
ence of the Church, and this is no 
small thing. This is what the Fa-
thers said again, and again, and 
again. If you want to know wheth-
er or not the Resurrection really 
happened, look at the Church—
why does the Church exist?              

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon 
those in the tombs bestowing life. Amen.    
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   Now along with the twelve, 
there was another circle of close 
disciples of Christ, called “the sev-
enty”, and this is mentioned in the 
Gospel of Luke. Sometimes we 
have saints among the seventy, 
and we say, so-and-so was among 
the seventy. Also, there were oth-
ers who were His followers who 
were apostles, but were not among 
the twelve, including many wom-
en, and we know who some of 
those women are—the most fa-
mous being Mary Magdalene—but 
other myrrh bearers and close fol-
lowers of Christ, Joanna and Su-
sana who were 
among the 
myrrh bearers. 
All of these peo-
ple were apos-
tles, not just the 
twelve. This is 
something you 
have to learn, 
and when we get 
to the introduc-
tion to the New 
Testament in 
our introduction 
to the Bible 
course, I will 
show you pre-
cisely in the Bi-
ble how the term “apostle” was 
used in the Early Church. It was 
not as narrow as the way we use it 
today. All of these people were 
apostles. Who was an apostle in 
the Early Church? Very simply, an 
apostle was one who was a fol-
lower of Christ during His earth-
ly ministry and saw Him alive 
again after His resurrection. 
That was the Early Church’s defini-
tion of what an apostle was. An 
apostle was an eyewitness to the 
Resurrection. That’s why there are 
no apostles today. The apostles 

were extremely important in the 
Early Church for that reason, be-
cause they were eyewitnesses of 
the Resurrection.   

People today say “Jesus never real-
ly rose from the dead, not in the 
body. Maybe he rose spiritually, 
but after His crucifixion, the disci-
ples met together and said: ‘Let’s 
carry on for Jesus. Let’s try to go 
ahead and continue His ministry’.” 
So people today say things like, 
“He rose in their hearts.” What a 
sweet idea—but it’s ridiculous! 
Why would they decide to get to-

gether and carry on for Jesus? Car-
ry on what?! What message would 
they preach? That once there was 
a Messiah, but He died? What 
would they preach? That God loves 
you, that you should love your 
neighbor? Is that the essence of the 
Christian message? It is not. That is 
the Christian ethic, but it’s not the 
Gospel. Do you know why? Be-
cause we’re not saved by that. No 
one kills you for preaching that 
God loves you. The apostles didn’t 
die for insisting that someone 
should love their neighbor. The 

apostles died insisting on the 
Resurrection, insisting that 
Christ is the Messiah and the 
Son of God, and nothing would 
dissuade them from that fact be-
cause they had experienced the 
Resurrection, something so pro-
found that we cannot begin to 
imagine what that was like. So 
the apostles, dear brothers and sis-
ters, were eyewitnesses to the Res-
urrection of Christ.  

So there is something very, very 
important in the fact that the apos-
tles are the eyewitnesses of the 

Resurrection. That’s their 
legacy. 

The fact is, dear brothers 

and sisters, we are left to 

explain the existence of the 

Church, because the apos-

tles founded the Church. 

They lived and they died 

for the message of the 

Resurrection. That’s what 

impelled them, it motivated 

them, sustained them. They 

went to their deaths—

which were terrible, excru-

ciatingly painful deaths—

cheerfully! Insisting that Christ 

was the Messiah, the Lord, that He 

rose from the dead and they did 

not fear death; they welcomed 

death because they had experi-

enced the Resurrection. The rest of 

us simply rely on their testimony. I 

believe the apostles because I can’t 

explain the existence of Christiani-

ty in any other way.  

Dr. Jeannie Constantinou 

Read more at   
http://orthochristian.com/102747.html 
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  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ORTHODOX         

SPIRITUALITY AND OTHER TRADITIONS 

Orthodox spirituality differs distinctly from any other “spirituality” of an 
eastern or western type. There can be no confusion among the various spirit-
ualities, because Orthodox spirituality is God-centered, whereas all others 
are man-centered. 

by Metropolitan Hierotheos Vlachos 

The difference appears primarily 
in the doctrinal teaching. For this 
reason we put “Orthodox” before 
the word “Church” so as to distin-
guish it from any other religion. 
Certainly “Orthodox” must be 
linked with the term “Ecclesiastic,” 
since Orthodoxy cannot exist out-
side of the Church; neither, of 
course, can the Church exist out-

side Orthodoxy. 

The dogmas are the results of deci-
sions made at the Ecumenical 
Councils on various matters of 
faith. Dogmas are referred to as 
such, because they draw the 
boundaries between truth and er-
ror, between sickness and health. 
Dogmas express the revealed 

truth. They formulate the life of the 
Church. Thus they are, on the one 
hand, the expression of Revelation 
and on the other act as “remedies” 
in order to lead us to communion 
with God; to our reason for being. 

Dogmatic differences reflect corre-
sponding differences in therapy. If 
a person does not follow the “right 

http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/60132.htm
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way” he cannot ever reach his des-
tination. If he does not take the 
proper “remedies,” he cannot ever 
acquire health; in other words, he 
will experience no therapeutic 
benefits. Again, if we compare Or-
thodox spirituality with other 
Christian traditions, the difference 
in approach and method of thera-
py is more evident. 

A fundamental teaching of the Ho-
ly Fathers is that the Church is a 
“Hospital” which cures the wound-
ed man. In many passages of Holy 
Scripture such language is used. 
One such passage is that of the 
parable of the Good Samaritan: 

“But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was. 
And when he saw him, he had 
compassion . So he went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, pour-
ing on oil and wine; and he set 
him on his own animal, and 
brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. On the next day, 
when he departed, he took out 
two denarii, and gave them to 
the innkeeper, and said to him, 
‘Take care of him; and whatever 
more you spend, when I come 
again, I will repay you” (Luke 
10:33-35). 

In this parable, the Samaritan rep-
resents Christ who cured the 
wounded man and led him to the 
Inn, that is to the “Hospital” which 
is the Church. It is evident here 
that Christ is presented as the 
Healer, the physician who cures 
man’s maladies; and the Church as 
the true Hospital. It is very charac-
teristic that Saint John Chrysos-
tom, analysing this parable, pre-
sents these truths emphasised 

above. Man’s life “in Paradise” was 
reduced to a life governed by the 
devil and his wiles. 

“And fell among thieves,” 

that is in the hands of the devil and 
of all the hostile powers. The 
wounds man suffered are the vari-
ous sins, as the prophet David 
says: 

“my wounds grow foul and fes-
ter because of my foolish-
ness” (Psalm 37). 

For “every sin causes a bruise 
and a wound.” 

The Samaritan is Christ Himself 
who descended to earth from 
Heaven in order to cure the 
wounded man. He used oil and 
wine to “treat” the wounds; in oth-
er words, by “mingling His blood 
with the Holy Spirit, he brought 
man to life.” According to another 
interpretation, oil corresponds to 
the comforting word and wine to 
the harsh word. Mingled together 
they have the power to unify the 
scattered mind. “He set him in His 
own beast,” that is He assumed hu-
man flesh on “the shoulders” of His 
divinity and ascended incarnate to 
His Father in Heaven. 

Then the Good Samaritan, i.e. 
Christ, took man to the grand, 
wondrous and spacious inn – to 
the Church. And He handed man 
over to the innkeeper, who is the 
Apostle Paul, and through the 
Apostle Paul to all bishops and 
priests, saying: 

“Take care of the Gentile people, 

whom I have handed over to you 
in the Church. They suffer ill-
ness wounded by sin, so cure 
them, using as remedies the 
words of the Prophets and the 
teaching of the Gospel; make 
them healthy through the ad-
monitions and comforting word 
of the Old and New Testaments.” 

Thus, according to Saint Chrysos-
tom, Paul is he who maintains the 
Churches of God,  

“curing all people by his spiritu-
al admonitions and offering to 
each one of them what they real-
ly need.” 

In the interpretation of this para-
ble by Saint John Chrysostom, it is 
clearly shown that the Church is a 
Hospital which cures people 
wounded by sin; and the bishops 
and priests are the therapists of 
the people of God. 

And this precisely is the work of 
Orthodox theology. When refer-
ring to Orthodox theology, we do 
not simply mean a history of theol-
ogy. The latter is, of course, a part 
of this but not absolutely or exclu-
sively. In Patristic tradition, theo-
logians are the God-seers. Saint 
Gregory Palamas calls Barlaam 
[who attempted to bring Western 
scholastic theology into the Ortho-
dox Church] a “theologian,” but he 
clearly emphasises that intellectu-
al theology differs greatly from the 
experience of the vision of God.  

According to Saint Gregory Pala-
mas theologians are the God-seers; 
those who have followed the 
“method” of the Church and have 
attained to perfect faith, to the illu-
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mination of the nous and to divini-
sation (theosis). Theology is the 
fruit of man’s cure and the path 
which leads to cure and the acqui-
sition of the knowledge of God. 

Western theology, however, has 
differentiated itself from Eastern 
Orthodox theology. Instead of 
being therapeutic, it is more in-
tellectual and emotional in char-
acter. In the West [after the Caro-
lingian “Renaissance”], scholastic 
theology evolved, which is anti-
thetical to the Orthodox Tradition. 
Western theology is based on ra-
tional thought whereas Orthodoxy 
is hesychastic. Scholastic theology 
tried to understand logically the 
Revelation of God and conform to 
philosophical methodology. Char-
acteristic of such an approach is 
the saying of Anselm [Archbishop 
of Canterbury from 1093-1109, 
one of the first after the Norman 
Conquest and destruction of the 

Old English Or-
thodox Church]: 

“I believe so as 
to understand.” 

The Scholastics 
acknowledged 
God at the outset 
and then endeav-
oured to prove 
His existence by 
logical arguments 
and rational cate-
gories. In the Or-
thodox Church, 
as expressed by 
the Holy Fathers, 
faith is God re-
vealing Himself 
to man. We ac-
cept faith by 
hearing it not so 

that we can un-
derstand it rationally, but so that 
we can cleanse our hearts, attain 
to faith by theoria* and experi-
ence the Revelation of God. 

Scholastic theology reached its cul-
minating point in the person of 
Thomas Aquinas, a saint in the Ro-
man Catholic Church. He claimed 
that Christian truths are divided 
into natural and supernatural. Nat-
ural truths can be proven philo-
sophically, like the truth of the Ex-
istence of God. Supernatural truths 
– such as the Triune God, the incar-
nation of the Logos, the resurrec-
tion of the bodies – cannot be prov-
en philosophically, yet they cannot 
be disproven. Scholasticism linked 
theology very closely with philoso-
phy, even more so with metaphys-
ics. As a result, faith was altered 
and scholastic theology itself fell 
into complete disrepute when the 
“idol” of the West – metaphysics – 

collapsed. Scholasticism is held ac-
countable for much of the tragic 
situation created in the West with 
respect to faith and faith issues. 

The Holy Fathers teach that natural 
and metaphysical categories do not 
exist but speak rather of the creat-
ed and uncreated. Never did the 
Holy Fathers accept Aristotle’s 
metaphysics. However, it is not my 
intent to expound further on this. 
Theologians of the West during the 
Middle Ages considered scholastic 
theology to be a further develop-
ment of the teaching of the Holy 
Fathers, and from this point on, 
there begins the teaching of the 
Franks that scholastic theology is 
superior to that of the Holy Fa-
thers. Consequently, Scholastics, 
who are occupied with reason, 
consider themselves superior to 
the Holy Fathers of the Church. 
They also believe that human 
knowledge, an offspring of rea-
son, is loftier than Revelation 
and experience. 

It is within this context that the 
conflict between Saint Gregory 
Palamas and Barlaam should be 
viewed. Barlaam was essentially a 
scholastic theologian who attempt-
ed to pass on scholastic theology to 
the Orthodox East. 

Barlaam’s views – that we cannot 
really know Who the Holy Spirit is 
exactly (an outgrowth of which is 
agnosticism), that the ancient 
Greek philosophers are superior to 
the Prophets and the Apostles 
(since reason is above the vision of 
the Apostles), that the light of the 
Transfiguration is something 
which is created and can be un-
done, that the hesychastic way of 

 



life (i.e. the purification of the heart 
and the unceasing noetic prayer) is 
not essential – are views which ex-
press a scholastic and, subsequent-
ly, a secularised point of view of 
theology. Saint Gregory Palamas 
foresaw the danger that these 
views held for Orthodoxy and 
through the power and energy of 
the Most Holy Spirit and the ex-
perience which he himself had 
acquired as a successor to the 
Holy Fathers, he con-
fronted this great dan-
ger and preserved un-
adulterated the Ortho-
dox Faith and Tradi-
tion. 

Having given a frame-
work to the topic at 
hand, if Orthodox spirit-
uality is examined in 
relationship to Roman 
Catholicism and Protes-
tantism, the differences 
are immediately discov-
ered. 

Protestants do not 
have a “therapeutic 
treatment” tradition. 
They suppose that be-
lieving in God, intellec-
tually, constitutes salva-
tion. Yet salvation is not 
a matter of intellectual 
acceptance of truth; ra-
ther it is a person’s 
transformation and divi-
nisation by grace. This 
transformation is effected by the 
analogous “treatment” of one’s per-
sonality, as shall be seen in the fol-
lowing chapters. In the Holy 
Scripture it appears that faith 
comes by hearing the Word and 
by experiencing “theoria” (the 
vision of God). We accept faith at 

first by hearing in order to be 
healed, and then we attain to 
faith by theoria, which saves 
man. Protestants, because they be-
lieve that the acceptance of the 
truths of faith, the theoretical ac-
ceptance of God’s Revelation, i.e. 
faith by hearing saves man, do not 
have a “therapeutic tradition.” It 
could be said that such a concep-
tion of salvation is very naive. 

The Roman Catholics as well do 
not have the perfection of the 
therapeutic tradition which the 
Orthodox Church has. Their doc-
trine of the Filioque is a manifesta-
tion of the weakness in their theol-
ogy to grasp the relationship exist-
ing between the person and socie-

ty. They confuse the personal prop-
erties: the “unbegotten” of the Fa-
ther, the “begotten” of the Son, and 
the procession of the Holy Spirit. 
The Father is the cause of the 
“generation” of the Son and the 
procession of the Holy Spirit. 

The Latins’ weakness to compre-
hend and failure to express the 
dogma of the Trinity shows the non
-existence of empirical theology. 

The three disciples of 
Christ (Peter, James and 
John) beheld the glory of 
Christ on Mount Tabor; 
they heard at once the 
voice of the Father, 

“This is My beloved 
Son,” 

and saw the coming of 
the Holy Spirit in a cloud, 
for, the cloud is the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit, as 
Saint Gregory Palamas 
says. Thus the disciples 
of Christ acquired the 
knowledge of the Triune 
God in theoria (vision of 
God) and by revelation. It 
was revealed to them 
that God is one essence 
in three hypostases. 

This is what Saint 
Symeon the New Theolo-
gian teaches. In his po-
ems he proclaims over 
and over that, while be-

holding the uncreated Light, the 
deified man acquires the Revela-
tion of God the Trinity. Being in 
“theoria” (vision of God), the saints 
do not confuse the hypostatic at-
tributes. The fact that the Latin tra-
dition came to the point of confus-
ing these hypostatic attributes and 

11 
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teaching that the Holy Spirit pro-
ceeds from the Son also, shows the 
non-existence of empirical theolo-
gy for them. Latin tradition speaks 
also of created grace, a fact which 
suggests that there is no experi-
ence of the grace of God. For, 
when man obtains the experi-
ence of God, then he comes to 
understand well that this grace 
is uncreated. Without this expe-
rience there can be no genuine 
“therapeutic tradition.” 

And indeed we cannot find in all of 
Latin tradition, the equivalent to 
Orthodoxy’s therapeutic method. 
The nous is not spoken of; neither 
is it distinguished from reason. 
The darkened nous is not treated 
as a malady, nor the illumination 
of the nous as therapy. Many great-
ly publicized Latin texts are senti-
mental and exhaust themselves in 
a barren ethicology. In the Ortho-
dox Church, on the contrary, there 
is a great tradition concerning 
these issues, which shows that 

within it there exists the true ther-
apeutic method. 

A faith is a true faith inasmuch 
as it has therapeutic benefits. If 
it is able to cure, then it is a true 
faith. If it does not cure, it is not 
a true faith. The same thing can 
be said about medicine: a true sci-
entist is the doctor who knows 
how to cure and his method has 
therapeutic benefits, whereas a 
charlatan is unable to cure. The 
same holds true where matters of 
the soul are concerned. The differ-
ence between Orthodoxy and 
the Latin tradition, as well as the 
Protestant confessions, is appar-
ent primarily in the method of 
therapy. This difference is made 
manifest in the doctrines of each 
denomination. Dogmas are not 
philosophy, neither is theology the 
same as philosophy. 

Since Orthodox spirituality dif-
fers distinctly from the 

“spiritualities” of other 
confessions, so much the 
more does it differ from 
the “spirituality” of east-
ern religions, which do 
not believe in the Thean-
thropic nature of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. They are 
influenced by the philo-
sophical dialectic, which 
has been surpassed by the 
Revelation of God. These 
traditions are unaware of 
the notion of personhood 
and thus the hypostatic 
principle. And love, as a 
fundamental teaching, is 
totally absent. One may 
find, of course, in these 
eastern religions an effort 
on the part of their follow-

ers to divest themselves of images 
and rational thoughts, but this is in 
fact a movement towards nothing-
ness, to non-existence. There is no 
path leading their “disciples” to 
theosis-divinisation (see the note 
below) of the whole man. 

This is why a vast and chaotic gap 
exists between Orthodox spiritual-
ity and the eastern religions, in 
spite of certain external similari-
ties in terminology. For example, 
eastern religions may employ 
terms like ecstasy, dispassion, illu-
mination, noetic energy, etc. but 
they are impregnated with a con-
tent different from corresponding 
terms in Orthodox spirituality. 

 From Chapter 2 of Orthodox Spirituali-
ty: A brief introduction, published in 
1994 by Birth of the Theotokos Mon-
astery, Levadia, Greece. See also 
“Way Apart: What is the Difference 
Between Orthodoxy and Western Con-
fessions?”, by Metropolitan Anthony 

(Khrapovitsky) of Kiev and Galic. 

mailto:dobrila@cox.net
http://journeytoorthodoxy.com/2018/01/god-led-church-part-7/
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SAINT GEORGE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018  

JUNE 2018 

 

JULY 2018 

 

 

AUGUST 2018 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

 

MARCH 2018 

APRIL 2018 

 

MAY 2018 

 

3025 Denver Street, San Diego, CA 92117 
Tel. 619-276-5827  FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 

www.StGeorgeInSD.org   

   

   

Sun.-Sun. 8-29 Diocesan Summer Camp, 

  Jackson, CA 

   

   

   

Frid.-Sun. 

Sunday 

Sunday 

31-2 Diocesan Days, Jackson,CA 

Sunday School begins  

Kolo Slava 

 

 

   
OCTOBER 2018 

 Saturday    13     San Diego Serbian Festiva

  

 Wednesday    17     Sts. Stephen and Helena  

 Frid.-Sat.    19-20    Opolo Wine Harvest Festival 

  Deadlines for submitting articles for THE VOICE: 

  February 10th (1st quarter)   May 10th (2nd quarter)      August 10th (3rd quarter)  November 10th (4th quarter) 

† 

Sunday 18 Forgiveness Sunday 

Monday 19 Great and Holy Lent begins 

Saturday 24 Theodore’s Saturday 

Sunday 25 Sunday of Orthodoxy 

   

Sunday 4 St. Gregory Palamas 

Sunday 11 Veneration of the Cross 

Sunday 18 St. John Climacus 

Frid.-Sat. 24-25 Diocesan Women’s Retreat 

Sunday 

Saturday 

25 

31 

St. Mary of Egypt 

Lazarus Saturday 

Sunday 1 Palm Sunday 

Wednesday 4 Great and Holy Wednesday 

Thursday 5 Great and Holy Thursday 

Saturday 7 Great and Holy Saturday 

Sunday 8 Pascha– Vaskrs– Resurrection 

Sunday 6 St. George the Great Martyr 

Thursday 17 Ascension of our Lord 

Sunday 27 Pentecost—Trinity Sunday  

   

   

Saturday 2 Folkfest 

Monday 4 Apostle fast begins 

Sunday 24 Vidovdan Celebration 

June-July 20-4 Morava travels to Serbia 

   

Monday 14 Dormition Fast begins 

Tuesday 28 Dormition Feast day 

   

   

   

9 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

Z 
ora Ristic Mikler fell asleep in the Lord on 
Sunday, January 21st, 2018. Her funeral ser-
vice was served at St. George on Wednesday, 

January 24th. Following the service Zora's earthly 
remains were taken to Safford, AZ, by Deacon Paul 
(son-in-law), Kaija (granddaughter) and Sasha 

(daughter) where they were laid to rest at St. Paisi-
us monastery on Thursday, January 25th following 
the Divine Liturgy. May our Lord grant memory 
eternal to Zora and consolation to her family. 

____________________________ 
Our St. George family expresses deepest condolenc-
es to Zora'a family: daughters Natalia and Sasha 

with their families: 
Deacon Paul and Natalia Germain with daughters 

Oksana and Kaija. 
Sasha and Danny Costello with daughter Maya. 

Remembering our beloved Fr. Rade Wimbish  
 V. Rev. Rade Wimbish was born on December 2, 1955, in 
Los Angeles, California USA. He finished elementary and high 
school in Montebello, Los Angeles County, where he lived. He then 
completed the first level of education at Rio Hondo College, after 
which he enrolled at the Theological Faculty of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Belgrade, where he graduated in 1985.  

  After that, he returned to the Diocese of Western America, 
where he served as a deacon at the Saint Steven's Serbian Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Alhambra, California, and worked as the Diocesan 
Secretary. He was ordained to the Priesthood in 1986, and was ap-
pointed to the parish of St. Sava in Cupertino, California, and later 
to the newly established parish of the Holy Theotokos in Santa 
Clara, California, until the year 2005, when 
he retired due to health problems. Upon re-
tirement he returned to Serbia and lived in 
Kragujevac until his reposal in the Lord on 
March 9, 2014. May his memory be eternal. 

 Fr. Rade’s brother, Wayne Papac, served 
as president of St. George Church Board/Parish 

Council for many years.  

Their Slava is St. John the Baptist.  
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Arso Ivanovich artwork is featured in International Contemporary Masters, Volume XI, Contemporary Art Chronicle. 

 Arso Ivanovich is graduate 
of the University of Sarajevo's Fac-
ulty of Philosophy and School of 
Fine Arts /1965/. He left his native 
land, Yugoslavia in 1967 to earn 
his Master's degree in Fine Arts 
from the University of Wisconsin 
at Milwaukee /1972/. Currently 
living and working in San Diego, 
while keeping close contact with 
family and friends in Montenegro, 
his life is as much a study in transi-
tion, voyage and discovery as the 
art he creates. He has recently 
been named the Encyclopedia of 
Living Artists as the founder and 
Master of his "crystallized wa-
tercolor" technique. 

 Arso Ivanovich's paintings 
are known to many art lovers and 
critics throughout the United 
States and Europe. His versatility 
of style and technique is apparent, 
as his artistic influences are many - 
Picasso, Cezanne and Dali. But he 
remains faithful to his own in-
stincts and memories of his native 
homeland, (Montenegro) Yugosla-
via, and its proud, tumultuous his-
tory. 

 Ivanovich's paintings have 
ranged from the thick, textured 
oils of his expressionistic figures 
and post impressionistic land-
scapes, to the 'crystallized' trans-
parency of his frozen watercolor. 
The majority of Ivanovich's work is 
painted using the revolutionary 
frozen technique, combining color-
ful realism, mystique and fantasy 
with a harmonious cracking of the 
paint pigments, reminiscent of 

frosted windowpanes on a cold, 
winter morning. 

 The secret of his tech-
nique lies in the placing of the 
wet painting into cold tempera-
tures under these extreme con-
ditions of cold the watercolor - 
pigment-frieze and crack, creat-
ing an indescribably beautiful 
effect. 

 His bold, narrative paint-
ings depict figures set in surreal 
landscapes and fantastic situations 
that convey universal meanings. 
Each figure appears to be at odds 
with its environment, yet fixed in 
space. Many paintings portray or 
suggest aggressive confrontations 
interpreted from history, classical 
mythology and combined with his 
dream. This artist media is very 
complicated. He feels so comforta-
ble that he is using the same pro-
cess with oil painting. Result is un-
believable. 

 He studied Art at the Uni-
versity of Sarajevo, Yugoslavia - 
School of Fine Arts in 1965. Iva-
novich came to the United States in 
1967 and received his M.S. in Art 
at the University of Wisconsin, Mil-
waukee in 1972. If the tempo of his 
artistic accomplishments is main-
tained the name of Arso Ivanovich 
will join the ranks of the great art-
ist of our time. His works will bring 
untold pleasure for lovers of fine 
art throughout the world. 

 Mr. Ivanovich explains,"I 
strive to make every painting I 
do different. There is simply no 

other way, no other choice if I 
remain an artist. I have to trust 
myself and paint for myself. My 
art is my world, my world is my 
painting, my painting is my life." 
"Artists must believe that they will 
active their poetic end by means of 
beautiful models or beautiful motifs. 
We rather trust, we shall reach it by 
means of beautiful elements, for in-
deed the most beautiful of elements 
are certainly those of the mind. In 
my paintings all extreme forces of 
vision come in one composition. I 
am painting for myself, to satisfy my 
soul. Art is like language that every-
one understands, but very few peo-
ple can speak." 

 Ivanovich has more than 
150 articles in newspapers and 
magazines here and abroad. His 
works are included in: 

 Yugoslavia Encyclopedia of Art 

 Encyclopedia of Living Artists 

 Who's Who in American Art  

 Serbs in the World - Who is Who 

 Contemporary Artists of Montenegro. 

Arso Ivanovich has 39 one-man shows: 

 Art Expo (1985) - New York, NY 

 Art Expo (1986) - Los Angeles, CA 

 Museum - Kenosha, WI 

 Museum - Milwaukee, WI  

 West Bend Gallery - West Bend, WI 

 Rotunda Building - Madison, WI 
(Parliament Building) 

 Gallery of the Wisconsin Academy of 
Art and Science - Madison, WI 

 National Museum - Belgrade, Yugosla-
via  

 Chinese National Television   

CRYSTALLIZED WATERCOLOR BY ARSO IVANOVICH  
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ARTWORK BY ARSO IVANOVICH 
Established in 1997, World Wide Art Books is a   

leading art publisher focusing on 3 notable edi-

tions, International Contemporary Masters, Current 

Masters and Important World Artists.  



The books are published annually. Every year the artists in each new book are 
presented in an exhibit at the Metropolitan Gallery Museum, Las Vegas.  

 Volume 11 of International Contemporary Masters which includes artwork 
by one hundred artists, brought together on the pages of this book, from ma-
jor capitals to tiny islands in North and South America, Europe, Asia, Africa 
and Australia,  to provide a truly diverse retrospective of modern art as it is 
practiced by notable established and emerging creators around the world. 
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Васкршњи пост 
  Назива се још и Велики 
пост (због посебне важности, али 
и дужине трајања), Часни пост 
(зато што обухвата време 
страдања Христовог и Његовог 
разапињања на Часни крст), 
Велика четрдесетница (зато што је 
укупно трајање поста четрдесет 
дана). Траје од Чистог понедељка 
до Лазареве суботе. На крај овог 
поста, надовезује се пост Страсне 
седмице, тако да је укупно време 
трајања посног периода 48 дана – 
најдужи у току године, и завршава 
се празником Васкрсења. 
  Прва недеља поста зове 
се Чиста. Друга недеља 
је Пачиста. Трећа недеља 
је Крстопоклона, јер се верницима 
који су ступили у подвиг поста, 
износи Часни крст на јутрењу на 
поклоњење и целивање. Четврта 
недеља је Средопосна, јер је то 
време средине поста. Пета недеља 
поста се назива Глувна. У току те 

недеље се не пева, не игра и не 
свира, а послови се не започињу. 
Шеста недеља је Цветна. Тако је 
названа по цвећу и зеленим 
гранчицама које су деца и грађани 
бацали пред Христа при Његовом 
уласку у Јерусалим. 
  Седма, последња седмица 
пред празник Васкрсења 
је Страсна или Велика недеља. 
Најзначајнији дан у тој недељи је 
Велики петак, једини дан у 
години кад у Православним 
храмовима нема јутрења нити 
богослужења, већ се само поподне 
држи опело разапетом Исусу 
Христу. Том приликом, једини 
пут у години, износи се 
плаштаница у коју је старац Јосиф 
из Ариматеје умотао Христово 
тело после скидања са крста. 

Историјат 
  Најстарије сведочанство ο 
овом посту потиче с краја II века. 
Св. Иринеј Лионски (202), у 
писму еп. римском Виктору (189-

198), поводом спорова ο времену 
празновања Пасхе, спомиње 
пасхални пост који је трајао краће 
него данас (три дана), а 
практикован је свуда. Даље 
податке ο овом посту даје 
Тертулијан (220), према пракси 
Римске и Африканске цркве. Он 
говори ο „пасхалном посту у 
спомен страдања Христових“, 
који је сам Спаситељ одредио, па 
се у том смислу сматра да 
пасхални пост потиче од наређења 
Господа Исуса Христа. 
  Из Сиријске дидаскалије 
(друга половина III века), види се 
да је пасхални пост трајао једну 
седмицу, а сигурно сведочанство 
ο пасхалном посту од четрдесет 
дана потиче из IV века, од 
Јевсевија Кесаријског (340), као и 
из Пасхалних посланица Св. 
Атанасија Великог (373). 
Данашњи облик Васкршњег поста 
(грч: Μεγάλη Τεσσαρακοστή – 
Велика четрдесетница) развио се у 
V веку. 

the more destructive are the actions brought 
to bear against them by God’s opponent and 
ours, who makes use of every means to at-
tain this end:      
        our body, so inclined to laziness; 
the weakness of our soul, 
its attachment to earthly goods and cares; 
doubt, so near to everyone; 

incredulity, unbelief; 
impure, evil, and blasphemous thoughts; 
the oppression of the heart, the darkening of 
the mind— 
all these are brought to bear against the inat-
tentive, 
through the action of the enemy, 
in order to put a stumbling-block in the way 
of their prayer, 
on the ladder that leads us up to God. 

ON IMPORTANCE OF CONFESSION 
“ The surer and stronger are the 
means that unite us to God (prayer 
and repentance), -  

СВЕТИ И ВЕЛИКИ ПОСТ 

This is the reason why so few pray sincerely and heartily; this is the 
reason why Christians so very seldom prepare themselves for Holy 
Communion—so seldom confess and receive the Sacrament. 

Saint John of Kronstadt 
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21st ANNUAL WOMEN’S LENTEN RETREAT 
Saint Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Cathedral 

Alhambra, CA 

______________ 

March 23-24, 2018 

THE LOVE OF GOD THE FATHER 
________________________________________ 

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
would be called children of God; and such we are” (I John 3:1)  

Guest Speaker: Fr. Timothy Pavlatos 

+ 

 Register by mail 
KSS Retreat  
1621 W. Garvey Ave. 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

 

Deadline: 

FRIDAY, MARCH 12th 

Registration fee—$30.00 

For Stipend, please call the 
Diocesan Office 626-289-

9061 Ext. 4 for info. 

Donations are welcome from 
those who cannot attend and 
can be mailed at the address 

above. 

Friday, March 23rd 

6:00 pm—AKATHIST to the Mother 

of God 

7:00 pm— Dinner & Opening Re-
marks by Bishop Maxim, Presenta-

tion by Fr. Timothy Pavlatos 

Saturday, March 24th 

9:00 am– Liturgy 

10:00 am- Continental Breakfast 

11:00 am– Fr. Timothy Pavlatos 

12:30 pm– Lunch 

1:30 pm– Discussion 

5:00 pm– Confessions 

6:00 pm– Great Vespers 

7:00 pm– Dinner and Fellowship 

Andreja Bradic with  

his gingerbread house 

Uncle Andrew Marin 

with his niece Arijana  

Mr. Mico Lukic with 
his grandson Kento 

Milos Lukic  

Sunday School gingerbread house project  



 THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Spring 2017 

 

THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Spring 2018 20 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
Ambasadori i Čuvari Tradicije - Am-
bassadors and Guardians of Tradi-
tions.  
This phrase embodies what Mora-
va is about. Without organizations 
such as Morava Folklore En-
semble and many others 
throughout the globe, our 
beautiful Serbian traditions 
through song and dance 
would be lost. The blossoming 
of cultural organization in 
Serbia is a wonder to see and 
warms the heart. The perpet-
uation of the beautiful tapes-
try of Serbian dance and song 
in San Diego is being executed 
right at your doorstep at your 
very own St. George parish. 
The existence and morale of 
the group is directly depend-
ent upon parish and commu-
nity support.  What Morava 
has is very special and unique 
in that it retains dancers as 
adults to further its mission. 
To Morava supporters, we 
thank you from the bottom of our 
heart and hope to be able to con-
tinue achieving its mission and ex-
istence. 
 
Serbian Kolo officially recognized in 
UNESCO! 
Many of you may have heard by 
now that the traditional Serbian 
dance Kolo has been included in 
UNESCO's Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. The decision was made 
on December 17, 2017 by the in-
tergovernmental committee on 

protection of intangible cultural 
heritage at the 12th regular ses-
sion held in South Korea. On this 
occasion, the Serbian Ministry of 
Culture stressed that the inclusion 
of the traditional dance in 
UNESCO's list represented "a great 

success for Serbia's culture" and 
would "to a large degree contrib-
ute to this segment of our cultural 
heritage becoming more recog-
nizable and visible around the 
world.” So happy to see what those 
of us involved already knew be-
come a realization. For me, the 
phrase intangible cultural herit-
age has been self-evident. Not only 
with Morava, but in my observa-
tions of the many other folklore 
groups in the United States as well 
as the world. Dancers who do not 
speak Serbian and/or are from 

mixed ethnic backgrounds and 
may even be 3rd or 4th generation 
Serbian, identify themselves as 
Serbian because of their affiliation 
with kolo dancing. Every current 
and former kolo dancer under-
stands this at their core. Bravo! 

 
Who can believe it is 2018! By 
the time you receive this Voice, 
Morava will have held it 2nd 
Annual Walking in a Winter Ko-
loland which benefited Serbian 
Orphans in Serbia through Life-
line Humanitarian Organization. 
Morava is proud to showcase its 
repertoire and to bring its tal-
ents to the St. George Parish. 
 
Preparations are underway for 
Morava’s trip to Serbia on June 
20, 2018. With the help of Talija 
Art Co. in Belgrade, a grand itin-
erary is being planned with 
a joint concert with Talija 
on June 23 at Dec iji Kultur-
ni Center (DKC) in Belgrade. 
Other performances are being 
planned as well. (On a small 

side note, Talija is planning anoth-
er US tour in October and Novem-
ber of this year and has offered to 
come to St. George again to do a 
concert. This would be their third 
visit to San Diego. Sadly, I am hesi-
tant to engage them as attendance 
at the first two concerts in 2012 
and 2014 was poor. Perhaps, in 
2020 another visit can be 
planned.) Visits to Monasteries Z i-
ca, Studenica, and Ostrog are in the 
works, as well as an audience with 
the Patriarch. I am proud to say 
that the St. George Parish will be 

 MORAVA NEWS by Dobrila Undheim  
 

 

mailto:FrBratso@sbcglobal.net
http://www.StGeorgeInSD.org
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well-represented throughout Ser-
bia. 
 Performances are the best 
practice for concerts. Morava par-
ticipated in St. George’s St. Sava 
program on Jan 28, Kalemegdan’s 
Folk Fest at St. Sava in San Gabriel 
on Feb 3 and a vocal trio sang for 
visiting bishops at St. George on 
Feb 4. Then comes our showcase 
concert Winter Kololand on Feb 
10 at St. George. Morava will be 
participating in Pholkfest in Phoe-
nix at St. Sava on April 13, Kolobra-
tion at St. Stevens on May 5 and at 
Kolo Fest at St. Petka on May 19. 

Mark your calendars for June 2, 
2018 for Morava’s 31st Annual 
Folkfest which will be held at St. 
George at 6pm. More info coming 
soon! 
As most of you know, this is a year 
of transition as I hand off the direc-
tor role to Cristina Dukovich.  Her 
organizational capabilities, dancing 
abilities, and love for Morava will 
make her a great director who will 
continue the Morava family with 
heart and integrity. While I know it 
is time and the right thing to do for 
Morava’s growth and future, my 
heart clutches and my throat gets 

a knedla in it as I fully grasp my 
love for this collection of dancers 
who give it their all. Their dedica-
tion never ceases to amaze me. 
Calling all dancers and singers who 
wish to explore and expand their 
musical talents to come and join the 
Morava family! Just send me an 
email at dobrila@cox.net. Besides 
being great exercise, it is lots of fun! 
According to all the fitbits, a typical 
practice night burns over 1000 cal-
ories! 
 Practices are held on Thurs-
day evenings from 730pm to 
930pm in the social hall.  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT Kate Thickstun 

Mira Jovanovic in Madrid, 

February, 2018 

Tina Marin with her sister Lydia Petric 
Rhoads & grandaughter Arijana Christina 

Marin  

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
  Our Annual Assembly was 
held Sunday, January 11.  I wish I 
had seen more of you there!  We 
heard reports from Fr. Bratso, our 
Kolo Srpski Sestara, Morava, St. 
George Choir, our Auditing Com-
mittee, and Dus an Selež an on the 
progress of the rehab and rental of 
the properties bequeathed to St. 
George by +Petar Dopudja and 
+Ruby Gregovich. We held our an-
nual election of officers with only 
one change in our offic-
ers.  Because of work and family 
commitments, Dus an Selez an, 
could not run for reelection as vice 
president.  Fortunately for us, he 
will continue to oversee the work 
on the rental properties. We owe a 
great debt of gratitude to several 
people for their work remodeling 
these properties, but especially to 
Dus an and Simona Trifunovic for 
managing the extensive pro-
ject.  These properties have be-
come important assets for our par-
ish.  Nebojs a Rajkovic and Radovan 

Borovic have also had to step down 
as Members at Large and we thank 
them for their service. They, too, 
will continue to help our parish 
with their time and talents. 
Our newly elected officers are: 
President: Kate Thickstun 
First Vice President: Velimir Jo-
vanovic 
Second Vice President: Ðorde Pe-
trovic 
Treasurer: Milos Belcevic 
Secretary: Jeffrey Nicholas Schrandt 
Members at Large: Kira Anthofer, 
Vladimir Kezic, Lisa Kršic, Andrew 
Marin, Zeljko Milašinovic, Vojkan 
Popovic, and Simona Trifunovic. 
 Our church board meets 
once a month throughout the year. 
Our meetings are always open, ex-
cept on the rare occasions when 
we go into executive session. We 
usually meet in the bar immediate-
ly following lunch, but to encour-
age more of you to become in-
volved in the leadership and deci-
sion-making of our parish, every 
three months we will hold our 
monthly meeting in the hall itself. 

Join us! 
 One big change as a result of 
our Annual Assembly is that as of 
February 25, our Sunday Liturgy 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. This 
change has a few advantages. We 
can attend liturgy, stay for lunch 
and still have a full afternoon for 
other activities. Regular Sunday 
liturgy will be at 10:00, just like 
our weekday liturgies, and hierar-
chical liturgies, causing less confu-
sion.  It will be easier for our kids 
(and me, too!) to fast before Holy 
Communion. 
 Check our parish calendar 
for upcoming events. We need 
your help! Planning will begin 
soon for our San Diego Serbian 
Festival, October 13th. Don’t wait 
to volunteer! We especially need 
one or two people to volunteer to 
chair the event, but we’ll happily 
accept all volunteers. 
 Great and Holy Lent is here. 
I hope to see you more often in this 
season of prayer, reflection, and 
renewal. 
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FASTING AND GREAT LENT 

THE TRIODION 
Great Lent is the 40-day season of 
spiritual preparation that comes 
before the most important Feast of 
the Christian year, Holy 
Pascha (which means “Passover” 
and is commonly called “Easter”,). It 
is the central part of a larger time 
of preparation called 
the Triodion season. 
The Triodion begins ten weeks be-
fore Easter and is divided into 
three main parts: three Pre-Lenten 
weeks of preparing our hearts, the 
six weeks of Lent, and Holy Week. 
The main theme of the Triodion is 
repentance—mankind's return to 
God, our loving Father. 
This annual season of repentance 
is a spiritual journey with our Sav-
ior. Our goal is to meet the risen 
Lord Jesus, Who reunites us with 
God the Father. The Father is al-
ways waiting to greet us with out-
stretched hands. We must ask our-
selves the question, “Are we willing 
to turn to Him?” 
During Great Lent, the Church 
teaches us how to re-ceive Him by 
using the two great means of re-
pentance— prayer and fasting. 

THE LENTEN FAST 
The word “fast” means not eating 
all or certain foods. As Orthodox 
Faithful, we can fast completely at 
certain times of great importance, 
and especially each time before re-
ceiv-ing Holy Communion. Usually, 
fasting means limiting the number 
of meals and/or the type of food 
eaten. 
The purpose of fasting is to remind 
us of the Scriptural teaching, “Man 
does not live by bread alone.” The 
needs of the body are nothing com-
pared to the needs of the soul. 
Above all else, we need God, Who 
provides everything for both the 
body and the soul. Fasting teaches 
us to depend on God more fully. 
The first sin of our parents, Adam 
and Eve, was eating from the for-
bidden tree (Genesis 3:1-19). We 
fast from food, or a food item, as a 
reminder that we are to fast from 
sin-ning and doing evil. 
There are several benefits of fast-
ing. Fasting helps us pray more 
easily. Our spirit is lighter when we 
are not weighed down by too much 
food or food that is too rich. 
Through fasting, we also learn to 
feel compassion for the poor and 
hungry and to save our own re-
sources so that we can help those 
in need. 
Fasting is more than not eating 
food. Saint John Chrysostom teach-
es that it is more important to fast 
from sin. For example, besides con-
trolling what goes into our mouths, 
we must control what comes out of 
our mouths as well. Are our words 
pleasing to God, or do we curse 
God or our brother? 
The other members of the body 

also need to fast: our eyes from 
seeing evil, our ears from hearing 
evil, our limbs from participating 
in anything that is not of God. Most 
important of all, we need to control 
our thoughts, for thoughts are the 
source of our actions, whether 
good or evil. 
Fasting is not an end in itself. Our 
goal is an inner change of heart. 
The Lenten Fast is called “ascetic.” 
This refers to actions of self-denial 
and spiritual training which are 
central to fasting. 
Fasting is a spiritual exercise. It is 
not imposed or forced upon us. In 
the same way that true repentance 
cannot be forced upon anyone, 
each of us makes the choice to turn 
away from our sinful ways and go 
toward our loving, forgiving Father 
in Heaven. 
 

THE PRELENTEN WEEKS 
Before Great Lent begins, four Sun-
day lessons prepare us for the Fast. 
Humility is the theme of the first 
Sunday, called the Sunday of the 
Publican and the Pharisee. The 
Lord's parable in Luke 18:10-14 
teaches that fasting with pride is 
rejected by God. For this reason, 
there is no fasting the week follow-
ing this Sunday. This includes no 
fasting on Wednesday 
and Friday that week. (Wednesdays 
and Fridays are usually fast days 
throughout the year—Wednesday's 
Fast recalls the betrayal of Christ by 
Judas; Friday's Fast commemorates 
the Lord's Crucifixion.) 
Repentance is the theme of the sec-
ond Pre-Lenten Sunday, called 
the Sunday of the Prodigal 
Son. Before we can return to God, 

The Crucifixion (Studenica Monastery) 

 



 THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Spring 2017 

 

24 THE VOICE OF ST. GEORGE †  Spring 2018 

we need to recognize that we are 
far from God because of sin. Like 
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), 
we are in a self-imposed exile. Will 
we come to our senses as did the 
Prodigal Son and return to our Fa-
ther? 
The next Sunday is called 
both Meatfare Sunday and 
the Sunday of the Last Judg-
ment. The second name refers to 
the Gospel lesson (Matthew 25:31-
4 6) read on this day. The Lord 
tells us we will be judged at the 
end according to the love we have 
shown for our brother. “I was hun-
gry..thirsty..naked...a stranger...in 
prison...sick... What-ever you did 
for one of the least of these broth-
ers of Mine you did for Me.” Alms-
giving goes hand in hand with fast-
ing. This Sunday is called Meatfare 

because it is the last day meat, fish 
or poultry is eaten before Easter, 
for those keep-ing the Lenten Fast. 
The last Pre-Lenten Sunday is 
called both Cheesefare Sunday and 
the Sunday of Forgiveness. This is 
the last day dairy products are eat-
en before the Fast. The Gospel les-
son (Matthew 6:14-21 ) read on 
this day tells us that our fast must 
not be hypocritical or “for show.” 
Our work and our appearance are 
to continue as usual and our extra 
efforts are to be known only by 
God. The Gospel reading also re-
minds us that God the Father will 
forgive us in the same manner as 
we forgive our brother. With this 
promise of forgiveness, Great Lent 
begins on the next day, which is 
called Clean Monday. Clean Mon-
day is a total fast day, except for a 

little water. No other beverages or 
food are taken. 

GENERAL RULES OF THE LEN-
TEN FAST 

The Lenten Fast rules that we ob-
serve today were established 
within the monasteries of the Or-
thodox Church during the sixth 
through eleventh centuries. These 
rules are intended for all Orthodox 
Christians, not just monks and 
nuns. 
The first week of Lent is especially 
strict. On Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, a total fast is kept. In 
practice, very few people are able 
to do this. Some find it necessary 
to eat a little each day after sunset. 
Many Faithful do fast completely 
on Monday and then eat only un-
cooked food (bread, fruit, nuts) on 
Tuesday evening. On Wednesday, 

Serbia, XIII c. 
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the fast is kept until after the 
Presanctified Liturgy. 
From the second through the sixth 
weeks of Lent, the general rules for 
fasting are practiced. Meat, animal 
prod-ucts (cheese, milk, butter, 
eggs, lard), fish (meaning fish 
with backbones), olive oil and 
wine (all alcoholic drinks) are 
not consumed during the 
weekdays of Great Lent. Octo-
pus and shell-fish are allowed, 
as is vegetable oil. On week-
ends, ol-ive oil and wine are 
permitted. 
According to what was done in 
the monasteries, one meal a 
day is eaten on weekdays and 
two meals on weekends of 
Great Lent. No restriction is 
placed on the amount of food 
during the meal, though mod-
eration is always encouraged 
in all areas of one's life at all 
times. 
Fish, oil and wine are allowed 
on the Feast of the An-
nunciation (March 25) and on Palm 
Sunday (one week before East-
er). On other feast days, such as the 
First and Second Finding of the 
Head of Saint John the Bap-
tist (February 24) , the Holy Forty 
Martyrs of Sebaste (March 9), the 
Forefeast of the Annuncia-
tion (March 24) and the Synaxis of 
the Archangel Gabriel (March 
26), wine and oil are permitted. 

HOLY WEEK 
The week before Easter, Holy 
Week, is a special time of fasting 
separate from Great Lent. Like the 
first week, a strict fast is kept. 
Some Orthodox Christians try to 
keep a total fast on Holy Monday, 
Holy Tuesday and Holy Wednes-
day. Most eat a simple Lenten meal 
at the end of each day before going 
to the evening Church services. 

On Holy Thursday, wine is allowed 
in remembrance of the Last Supper. 
Holy Friday is kept as a strict fast 
day, as is Holy Saturday . Holy Sat-
urday is the only Saturday in the 

entire year when oil is not permit-
ted. 
In short, these are the Lenten rules 
for fasting. Traditionally, the 
Church Fathers recommend that 
someone new to fasting begin by 
resolving to faithfully do as much 
as he or she is able during the Len-
ten period. Each year as one ma-
tures as a Christian, a fuller partici-
pation can be under-taken. Howev-
er, it is not recommended that a 
person try to create their own rules 
for fasting, since this would not be 
obedient or wise. The Faithful are 
encouraged to consult with their 
priest or bishop regarding the Fast 
when possible. 
Personal factors such as one's 
health and living situation need to 
be considered as well. For example, 
an isolated Orthodox Christian re-

quired to eat meals at their place of 
employment, school or in prison 
may not be able to avoid certain 
foods. The Church understands this 
and extends leniency. 

It is important to keep in mind 
that fasting is not a law for us—
rather, a voluntary way of re-
membering to not sin and do 
evil, and to help keep our focus 
on prayer, repentance and doing 
acts of kindness, for we “are not 
under the law but under 
grace” (Romans 6:14). 

EASTER, BRIGHT WEEK 
AND THE PASCHAL SEASON 

The Lenten Fast is broken fol-
lowing the midnight Easter ser-
vice. With the proclamation, 
“Christ is risen!” the time of 
feasting begins. The week after 
Easter is called Bright Week and 
there is no fasting. For the next 
40 days, the Church celebrates 
the Paschal (Easter) season. Joy 
and thanksgiving are the fulfill-
ment of our Lenten journey. 

A PRAYER FOR LENT 
The Prayer of Saint Ephraim the 
Syrian is traditionally said many 
times throughout each day during 
Great Lent, in addition to our daily 
prayers. 
O Lord and Master of my life, take 
from me the spirit of sloth, faint-
heartedness, lust of power, and idle 
talk. (+) 
But give rather the spirit of chasti-
ty, humility, patience and love to 
your servant. (+) 
Yes, O Lord and King, grant me to 
see my own sin and not to judge my 
brother, for You are blessed from 
all ages to all ages. Amen. (+) 
(The “(‘+)“ indicates that those 
praying make a deep bow or pros-
tration at this point.)  
 

The Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
 Archdiocese of North America    
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Dear Stewards, Parishioners 
and Friends: 

The San Diego Serbian Festival 
2018 is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 13th.  We are contacting 
you today asking you to mark your 
calendar and plan on participating 
in any way you can. 

Your help in terms of the prepara-
tion work prior to the Festival or 
the day of the Festival and spon-
sorship and advertising are all 
great opportunities to demon-
strate your love and care for St. 
George parish and our Serbian cul-
ture and heritage.  

The San Diego Serbian Festival is a 
great opportunity for our parish to 
come together and share our Or-
thodox Faith, culture, heritage and 
beautiful church grounds with our 

San Diego and Southern California 
neighbors.  

Please, consider helping us by 
volunteering and becoming a 
sponsor. 

The San Diego Serbian Festival 
committee will be comprised of 
the following sub-committees: 
Publicity, Kitchen, Set up, Clean 
up, Tents, Carnival/Kids zone, 
Barbeque, Bar tickets, Entrance 
tickets, Church bookstore, Serbian 
Market, and Security. This year we 
would like to have all these sub-
committees in place and in addi-
tion we would like to train an ex-
tra chairperson for each commit-
tee. This will enable us to efficient-
ly complete each task. Please, plan 
on attending our organizational 
meeting that will soon be sched-
uled and announced.  

The Mala Pijaca (Serbian market) 
will take place this year with out-
side vendors.  If you have some-
thing to sell and would like to rent 
a table at our market, please con-
tact us at 619-276-5827.  First 
come, first served!  There is lim-
ited space available. 

Please give these items thoughtful 
consideration.  The key to success 
of any fund raising event is the un-
derwriting of costs.  You can make 
a difference today by calling our 
church office 619-276-5827. 
Please make checks payable to St. 
George Church and mail to:   

San Diego Serbian Festival 
3025 Denver Street,  

San Diego, CA 92117 

Thank You and God bless You! 
Rev. Bratislav Bratso Krsic 

Deacon Paul Germain 

BECOME A FESTIVAL SPONSOR & VOLUNTEER 

 Sister Anastasia from Belarus 
visited St. George parish on Sunday, No-
vember 19, 2017. During her visit she 
shared stories about St. Elisabeth Convent, 
Minsk, Belarus, ministry.  
 The Sisterhood was estab-
lished in Minsk in 1994. It began with 
some parishioners of the re-opened 
Ss Peter and Paul Cathedral starting 
to help with the repairs: throwing 
away construction rubbish and disas-
sembling temporary walls erected 
inside the Cathedral in Soviet times. 
By that time, Father Andrew 
Lemeshonok was already a priest. He 
served in the Cathedral and organized 
meetings with the parishioners. 
These meetings probably were the 
roots from which the Sisterhood later 
grew.      
 Inspired by the example of 
their heavenly patroness and with the 
blessing of Father Andrew, the sisters 
went to carry out the commandments 

of the Lord to the places where love 
and care were in especially high de-
mand - hospitals and residential facil-
ities for children and adults. Today 
there are over three hundred sisters 
in the Sisterhood.  
 Among the people who the 
sisters care for are patients of several 
hospitals in Minsk, including board-
ing homes for children and adults 
with special needs in Novinki. Visiting 
the people who are to a certain extent 
isolated from the society, having con-
versations with them, supporting 
them spiritually and emotionally – 
these are the tasks that the sisters try 
to accomplish. The sisters share their 
testimonies, talk with the patients 
about their problems and needs, read 
aloud spiritual books, and help the 
patients to prepare for Confession 
and Communion.   
 Aside from hospitals, the sis-
ters also carry out their obediences in 

church shops located all around 
Minsk.     
 In addition to other duties, 
they do their best to answer their 
customers’ questions, tell them about 
church life, comfort and inspire them. 
Many sisters have admitted that their 
obedience is more of a lifestyle. One 
has to have a source of strength to be 
able to bring love and care to other 
people. This 
is why the 
sisters often 
go to confes-
sion and com-
munion. They 
are required 
to attend the 
Akathist to St. 
Elisabeth and 
weekly meet-
ings of the 
Sisterhood. 
 

Sister Anastasia  

http://orthochristian.com/101762.html
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 На дан Господњи, дан 
васкрсења, Недеља o блудном сину, 
4. фебруара, 2018.г.,  Архијерејском 
Светом Литургијом у храму Светог 
Великомученика Георгија, у 
најјужнијем граду западне обале 
САД-а, Сан Дијегу, Калифорнија, 
началствовао је Његово 
Преосвештенство Епископ г. 
Маским уз салужење његовог брата 
у Христу и госта Његовог 
Преосвештенства Епископа 
диоклијског г. Кирила Бојовића и 
локалног парохијског свештенства, 
протојереја-ставрофора Велимира 
Петаковића, умировљеног 
парохијског свештеника, 
протојереја Братислава Кршића, 
старешине храма, и ђакона Павла 
Џермејна са парохијанима који су 
испред храма дочекали епископе уз 
поздраве празника дана Господњег 
и Светог ап. Тимотеја и 
Преподобног мученика Анастасија 
персијског. Окупљена деца, млада 
жива црква, удови тела Христовог, 
уручили су цвеће епископима, а 
потом узели учешћа у Светој 
Литургији појањем, служењем, и 
причешћем. 

  За време јеванђељске 
омилије, Епископ (онај који надзире 
и води живот Цркве на одређеној 
локалној територији) Максим је 

поручио да Господ у својој љубави 
према нама позива нас да се 
повратимо у загрљај Оца нашег 
небеског. Црква, наша истинска 
Мајка, нас припрема за радосни 
подвиг поста, а самим тиме за 
прославу Празника над празницима, 
Пасху Господњу, која ове године 
пада у недељу 8. априла. 

  Епископ Кирило, викарни 
епископ диоклијски, који по 
благослову администратора 
Епархије буеносаирејско-
јужноцентрално америчке 
Митрополита Амфилохија, надзире 
рад на оснивању и утврђивању 
парохија Српске Православне Цркве 
у Јужној Америци, је исто тако 
поздравио верни народ и 
свештенство честитајући им 
празник и скрећући пажњу на 
одељке јеванђеља који се читају у 
недеље пред почетак Великог поста. 
Задатак Цркве је да својим 
члановима помогне да постигну 
крајњи циљ живота, који је 
Христоликост, подсетио је Еп. 
Кирило. 

  После Свете Литургије гости 
архијереји, свештенство и народ, 
наставили су заједничарење за 
време трпезе љубави у парохијској 
сали где је приређен кратки 

пригодни програм. Старешина 
храма, протојереј Братислав, заједно 
са парохијанима, уручио је чек у 
износу од пет хиљада долара 
Епископу Кирилу за његову 
мисионарску делатност у Јужној 
Америци. Наиме, парохија 
сандијешка је одлучила да умоли 
парохијане да изволе се убројати 
међу стотину породица које ће 
даривати прилог од сто долара и 
тако скупити десет хиљада долара 
за Епархију буеносаирејско-
јужноцентрално америчку. Овом 
приликом они су стигли до пола 
пута овог свог трудовања. 

  Поред горе поменутог 
свештенства слављу је био присутан 
и протојереј-ставрофор Божидар 
Драшковић, умировљени 
парохијски свештеник са својом 
породицом. Православна Црква је 
по природи мисионарска црква. 
Свака парохија има динамичан 
живот, само уколико, узима учешће 
у мирионарском раду, не само 
унутар својих парохијских 
територијалних граница, већ и 
изван њих. Ова активност уствари 
произилази из Евхаристијског 
учешћа локалне заједнице које 
упућује на апостолску мисију 
започету још у првом веку.  

  Сабрање је завршено 
благодарном молитвом и 
благословом епископâ за наставак 
сведочења Јеванђеља у локалној 
парохији сандијешкој Епархије 
западноамеричке и широм 
васељене.  

 Захваљујемо се свим 
организаторима, вредним 
домаћицама у кухињи, радницима, 
хору, члановима Морава групе, а 
посебно: Маји Топаловић, Јелени 
Миленковић, Линди Алемани, 
Гордани Николић, Весна Јовановић, 
Јадранки Божиновској, Нади 
Миличевић и Томи Јовановићу. 

 

 
Еп. Максим и Еп. Кирило посетили С.Д. 
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 Prior to the Liturgy, the Bish-
ops were joyously welcomed by the 
clergy and faithful in front of the 
church with flowers and spiritual 
joy of the Lord’s Day and feast day 
of the Holy Apostle Timothy and Ho-
ly monk-martyr Anastasius, the Per-
sian. After procession inside the 
church with hymns and after the 
vesting of bishops, the Liturgy was 
celebrated with participation of the 
faithful in singing and partaking of 
the Holy Communion. The presence 
of many children, the 
young church, brought joy 
to the Hierarchs and faith-
ful. 

  During his homily, 
bishop Maxim reminded 
everyone that our Lord in 
His love towards us invites 
us to return to our Heav-
enly Fathers embrace. The 
Church, our true Mother, 
prepares us for the joyous 
Lenten ascetic struggle, 
and with that for the cele-
bration of the Feast of feasts, the 
Lord’s Pascha.  

  Bishop Kirilo, who with the 
blessing of His Eminence Metropoli-
tan Amfiloje of Montenegro and 
Coastlands and administrator of the 
Buenos Aires and South and Central 
American diocese, oversees the es-
tablishment and building up of par-
ishes of the Serbian Orthodox 

Church in South America, also greet-
ed the clergy and the faithful in the 
joy of the feast day, outlining the 
Gospel lessons read during the pre-
paratory Sunday of the Great and 
Holy Lent. Bishop Kirilo reminded 
everyone that the task of the Church 
is to prepare her faithful for attain-
ing life’s final goal, which is becom-
ing Christ like. 

  After the Liturgy, the Hier-
archs, clergy and faithful continued 
the fellowship during the agape 

meal (a meal served with love and 
fellowship) in the social hall where a 
small program was presented. Pro-
topresbyter Bratislav together with 
his parishioners presented to His 
Grace Kirilo a check in amount of 
five thousand dollars as a gift in sup-
port of his missionary work in South 
America. The San Diego parish 
called upon parishioners be a part of 
the Circle of one hundred families 

who would donate $100 each, thus 
collecting ten thousand dollars for 
the diocese in South America. The 
parish reached half of their goal. 
  Protopresbyter-stavrofor 
Bozidar Draskovic, retired parish 
priest, was also present with his 
family. 
  The Orthodox Church is by 
her nature, a missionary church. 
Every parish has a dynamic life, in 
as much as it partakes in missionary 
work, not only within her geograph-

ical boundaries, but also 
beyond. This activity natu-
rally flows out of the Eucha-
ristic participation of the 
local community, which 
points towards the apostol-
ic mission that began in the 
first century. 
  The gathering was 
concluded with prayer and 
blessings from the bishops 
for the continuation of the 
Gospel witness in the local 
parish in San Diego of the 

Western American diocese.    

  We express our appreciation 
to all those who organized this gath-
ering, prepared the meal and partic-
ipated in the program, especially: 
Maja Topalovic, Jelena Milenkovic, 
Linda Alemany, Gordana Nikolic, 
Vesna Jovanovic, Jadranka Bozi-
novska, Nada Milicevic, Toma Jo-
vanovic, Choir members and Morava 
Ensemble.  

Bishops Maxim & Kirilo visited San Diego parish 
On the Lord’s Day, the day of Resurrection, the Sunday of the Prodigal Son on February 4, 2018, the Hier-
archical Divine Liturgy at St. George parish was celebrated by His Grace Bishop Maxim of the Western 
American diocese and concelebrated by His Grace Bishop Kirilo of Dioclea, administrator of the Buenos 
Aires and South Central America diocese with local priests, Protopresbyter-stavrofor Velimir Petakovic, 
retired parish priest, Protopresbyter Bratislav Krsic, parish priest, and deacon Paul Germain and many 
faithful Orthodox Christians.  



29 

AD IN PROGRAM BOOK     

Business Card $50 Company name:_____________________________________ 

Contact Person: _____________________________________ 

Name of Sponsor: ___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Half  Page $150 

Full Page $250 

Inside Cover Full $300 

Inside Back Full $300 

Back page $400 

Deadline: September 29th, 2018 with Full Payment and Print Ready file (PDF, AI, PSD, High res. JPG) 

Please email artwork to: StGeorgeParishOffice@gmail.com    call 619.276.5827 

  Business card: 4.5x2     Half-Page: 4.5x4     Full Page Bleed: 4.5x8 

Amber Up to $100 

 

Please, make checks payable to: “St. George Serbian Orthodox Church” 

Mail to: St. George, Attn: Festival 2017, 3025 Denver Street, San Diego, CA 92117 

“ 

“1 Peter 4:10-11                                                                                                                         
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stew-
ards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking 

the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength 
which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Dear Fellow Stewards,  

Greetings in the Lord!  

We are pleased to present  2018 Stewardship Com-

mitment Card (available in the social hall and church). 

As faithful Stewards of God’s creation we need to be 

reminded of our continual commitment to Jesus 

Christ and His Holy Church. Our commitment of Time, 

Talents and Treasures is just a small sign of apprecia-

tion to our Lord who blesses us daily with His Divine 

gifts. 

May your commitment to our cherished St. George 

Church be made willingly, lovingly and prayerfully as 

we embark on a spiritual journey in the upcoming 

year of our Lord 2018.  

Please, fill in the following cards: 

      Stewardship Commitment Card for 2018 

Stewardship – Time and Talent 

cards  

Both of these cards are available in the nar-

thex of our church or in the social hall in en-

velopes called "Stewardship packet 2018".   It 

is very important that we complete our Stew-

ardship Commitment Cards every year. This 

will help us create our budget for 2018 more 

easily and effectively.  

Additionally, it will assist us in creating a da-

tabase of all volunteers who commit to their 

Orthodox Stewardship through Time and Tal-

ents.    

Should you have any questions regarding Steward-

ship, we encourage you to contact your parish priest, 

Fr. Bratso Krsic, Deacon Paul Germain, Zeljko Mi-

lasinovic, stewardship chairman or any member of 

the Parish Council/Church Board. Upcoming home 

blessing make a great opportunity for a personal visit 

with Fr. Bratso to discuss various Stewardship needs 

of our Church.     

We also take this opportunity to wholeheartedly 

thank all our parishioners who made their Steward-

ship Commitment in previous years.  

† 

 SAINT GEORGE PARISH STEWARDSHIP FOR 2018  

Fr. Bratso Krsic, Parish Priest  

 Deacon Paul Germain 

Zeljko Milasinovic, Stewardship Chairman 

Kate Thickstun, Parish Council/Church Board Presi-
dent and Members 

Sunday School students present their understanding of stewardship . 
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 LARISA SAVKINA—Principal 
 Taxation and Accounting 

 

My dear Orthodox Friends!  
 
My name is Ekaterina. I am a realtor with Toogood Re-
alty. Whether you are selling your home or buying, I 
will work hard to help you get the best value. I am al-
ways ready to work for you; I am knowledgeable, re-
sponsible, and very active!  
Contact me with any real estate needs. I will do my 
best to help you to find your happy new place and/or 
sell your house.  
Looking forward to helping you, your family and 
friends.  

 

Ekaterina Danilova 
Realtor with Toogood Realty 

Cell: 619-865-3402 
Email: KaterinaToogood@gmail.com 

http://www.russianrealtorsandiegousa.com/ 
http://toogoodrealty.com/ 

CA BRE # 01997872 

 

10 % of my commission will go to St. George 

Serbian Orthodox Church. God bless!!! 

PTIN# P01981518  EFIN# 306750 

Tax Returns - all types (business and personal) 
Bookkeeping and accounting for businesses 
Consulting 
Registration/closure of business formations (LLC, Corp S, C) 
Payroll 
Year-end, W-2s, 1099s. 
Independent accounting reviews and assessments 
Fraud Investigation 

 
Office Phone 858.222.1065 
Cell Phone 858.610.3080 
Visit  www.lstaxationandaccounting.com 
email support@lstaxationandaccouting.com 

tel:(858)%20610-3080
http://www.lstaxationandaccounting.com/
mailto:support@lstaxationandaccouting.com







