
     Why do we celebrate Synaxis 
of St. Archangel Michael and all the 
Bodiless Powers of heaven on 
November 21?  

 

     Because November is the ninth 
month after March, and March is 
considered to be the month in 
which the world was created.  

 

      Also, as the ninth month after 
March, November was chosen for 
the nine orders of angels who 

were created first.  

      

St. Dionysius the Areopagite, a 

disciple of the Apostle Paul, de-

scribed these nine orders of 

angels in his book, On the Celes-

tial Hierarchies, as follows:  

     Six-winged Seraphim, many-

eyed Cherubim, God-bearing 

Thrones, Dominions, Powers, 

Virtues, Principalities, Archan-

gels, and Angels. The leader of all 

the angelic hosts is the Archangel 

Michael.  

About Holy Angels 

Children’s Participation in Parish Life 
by Sophie Koulomzin 

     The Church School is an organic part 

of the parish body. 

Even when the Church School is quite 
definitely a part of the parish organiza-
tional and administrative structure, there 
is need for a constant effort to keep this 

relationship alive.  

It was certainly not lack of piety that led 
the disciples to rebuke those that 
brought little children to Jesus for Him to 
touch. We imagine, even now, the push-
ing around, the squealing, the noise, the 
disorderliness that must have provoked 
the disciples’ reaction. Yet we know the 

Lord’s answer. 

And the same situation repeats itself over 
and again in our parish councils, in our 
parish churches: … “Children are 
noisy…” “We do not want children-
helpers during the Liturgy—it is more 
trouble than help…” “Oh, we’d much 
rather decorate the church ourselves 

than ask children to help…” etc. etc.  

Yet a child’s experience in the Church 
School should lead him gradually and 
naturally into the experience of full par-
ish membership, participation in parish 

life, a sense of responsibility.  

It seems to me that on every Parish 
Council, or Board of Trustees, or what-
ever the body is called that runs the 
parish business, there should be at least 
one well-informed and influential advo-
cate of the Church School who would 
keep in people’s minds the needs of the 
school, the opportunities for the Chris-

tian education of our children.  

A healthy parish is the one who gradu-
ally “absorbs” its children, where every 
child finds its niche, its little fraction of 
participation in the life of the parish, 
where children are trained through 
experience of it to become responsi-

ble church members. 

-Taken from Lectures in Orthodox Religious Educa-

tion—Lecture X: Church School Organization  
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board.  

 

Our December issue of the news-
letter will have more information 
about this project. 

 

We would appreciate any support 
from our parents. 

 

Please, see Anne Briscoe or Ana 
Miletic-Sedy for more infor-
mation. 

 

Prayer Before Lessons 

 
Most gracious Lord! Send down 
upon us the grace of Thy Holy 
Spirit to grant us intelligence and 
strengthen the powers of our 
soul, that we may attend to the 
instruction given us, and grow up 
to glorify Thee, our Creator, to 
gladden our parents, and to serve 
the Church and our people. 
 

Prayer After Lessons 

 
We thank Thee, our Creator, 
that Thou hast granted us Thy 
grace to attend to this instruction. 
Bless our parents and teachers 
who are leading us to knowledge 
of good, and grant us energy and 
strength to persevere in our stud-

ies.      

 

 

Feel free to visit our classroom 
and see how our students deco-

rated our fall poster! 

   Following Christ is living by His 
teachings, striving to be like Him, 
and showing our faith in our daily 
lives.  

As a joined project in December 
our students will be working on a 
fall poster that shows what they 
think are good ways to follow 
Christ. 

They will write down their 
thoughts on cut-out foot tem-
plates and glued them on poster 

     Group 1: 

Book Used:  

A Way of Life, Introducing Your Child to 

the Orthodox Faith 

 

November Lessons:  

The Pre-Schooler in Church Series  

Major Saints Your Child Should Meet 

           

Many thanks to the kids and their teacher, Anne Bris-
coe and Ana Miletic-Sedy for spearheading such a 

worthwhile lessons and activities! 

 

Group II: 

    Book Used:  

Sharing God’s World, Living Our Orthodox 

Faith 

 

November Lessons: 

Jesus Shows Us How to Share 

Jesus Asks Us to Carry The Cross 

The Holy Spirit Helps Us to Work Together 

The Holy Spirit Helps Us to Share the Good News 

 

Many thanks to the kids and their teacher, Protinica 
Lisa Krsic and Anastasija Krsic for spearheading such 

a worthwhile lessons and activities! 

Let us celebrate our Orthodox Faith by participating in the 
Educational Programs of our Pairsh! 
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Classroom Highlights 

November 

Birthday
s: 

Luka Krsic (N
ov. 3) 

Neven Zivkovic (Nov. 5) 

Martin N. (Nov. 20) 

Anastasija
 Krsic (N

ov. 22) 

Luka Trifunovic (Nov. 29) 

God Grant Them Many Years! 

»Fall-O-Christ« 
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Youth Group 

 
Young Adult Group 

 

 

 

      During the reign of the Em-
peror Theophilus, the city of 
Constantinople was visited by 
earthquakes for almost four 
months. The Emperor, the Pa-
triarch Proclus, and the people 
joined in a barefoot procession 
to make prayer to God for their 

safety.  

     While they were gathered, 
the tremors increased dramati-
cally, and a young boy was taken 
up into the sky in the sight of 
the people, who fearfully cried 
out: “Kyrie eleison!” (Lord, have 

Mercy!)  

     When the boy came down 
from the heavens, he said that 

he had been among choirs of 
Angels who sang: “Holy God, Ho-
ly Mighty, Holy Immortal, have 
mercy on us!” and that a voice 
had commanded him to tell the 
Patriarch that the people should 
make supplication to God in this 

way. 

     The Patriarch instructed the 
people to chant this hymn, 
whereupon the ground stopped 

shaking and the child died. 

     The Empress Pulcheria asked 
the Patriarch to order that this 
hymn be chanted henceforth in 
the Divine Liturgy, as it still is 

today.  

Holy God, 

Holy Mighty, 

Holy Immortal, 

Have Mercy on 
Us! 

For Parents’ consideration: 

 

     Educating your children 
means that you must be edu-
cated in the Faith yourself.    

 

     This is the parents’ respon-
sibility.  Immerse yourself in 
the life of the Church.   

 

 

Send us your ques-

tions? 

FrBratso@sbcglobal.net    

      

     Worship and pray in as 
many of the Divine Services as 
possible, attend adult educa-
tion classes, read the Holy 
Scripture, and consult the 
commentaries and sermons on 
the Scripture by the Holy Fa-
thers.  

Looking Ahead 

Church Singing—Origins of Thrice-Holy Hymn 
October 8 (Sep. 25 old style)   

Commemoration of the earthquake in Constantinople in 447, when a boy was lifted up to heaven and 

heard the “Trisagion”—the Trice-Holy Hymn, that we now sing every Divine Liturgy 

 Alternative Thinking 

    October 31 is when all of 

America celebrates Hallo-

ween.  

Though its candy galore and 

masquerades are tempting, 

please, pause for a moment 

and consider what our Holy 

Church celebrates on this 

day—Holy Evangelist Luke 

and Serbian Saint Peter of 

Cetinje (TSE-tee-nye). 

Look up their lives online 

www.westsrbdio.org  
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    Read about the teens who 
followed Christ and became 
saints, in the November issue 
of the Path of Orthodoxy, the 
official publication of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in 
North and South America: 

 

http://serborth.org/files/
November2013Path-.pdf 

(pg. 6 & 7) 

For Our Teens 



Note to our Parishioners      We are delighted any time we see an increased num-ber of children in church. Of course, that sometimes 
means a noisier service, as babies squeal, toddlers squirm, 
and older kids might have some questions about what’s 
going on during the service, or they simply have a lot to say at that age. 
     Being active and impatient is part of children’s charac-ter.  What we as adults, who are more mature than that, 
can do is help them participate in the service more mean-ingfully. Draw their attention to the sights, sounds and in-cense smells of Divine Liturgy. Point out the color of the vestments, icons, singing, incense…      Make the children feel at home in church, because the 

Church is the home to all of us. Through your patience 
and positive attitude they will feel the love of our Loving God Who embraces little children.      “It takes a village to raise a child,” goes the saying. We 
add—it takes a loving and child-friendly parish to raise a good Orthodox Christian! 

Such a parish indeed has a bright future! 

God asks for a virtuous soul, 

Like a sanctuary in the heaven. 

You have nurtured such a soul, 

That glows brightly now in heaven.  
 

O most wonderful saint, 

Come to our aid, O Saint Petka. 

Venerable Mother Petka, 

Pray to God for us. 
 

Come to our aid with your prayers 

When life deals us a hard blow. 

In a gloomy, earthly sorrow, 

Shine upon us like a rainbow. 
 

O most wondrous chaste maiden, 

Holy Mother Paraskeva. 

Venerable Mother Petka, 

Pray to God for us.  

A pure heart is God-ordained, 

The Holy Gospels so impart. 

A chaste maiden you remained, 

You gave God a pure heart. 
 

O most wonderful saint, 

Our paragon, O Saint Petka. 

Venerable Mother Petka, 

Pray to God for us. 
 

God desires purity of mind, 

No delusions and deceit. 

You gave Him a mind undefiled, 

Angelic as it is meet. 
 

O most wonderful saint, 

Hear our prayers, O Saint Petka. 

Venerable Mother Petka, 

Pray to God for us. 

(Translated from Serbian by Popadija Aleksandra P.) 

A Poem to Share:  

Saint Petka—Paraskeva  

Saint George  

Serbian Orthodox Church 

3025 Denver Street, San Diego, CA 

92117 

Fr. Bratso Krsic,  

Parish priest 

FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 
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St. George Church School 

Newsletter is a monthly publication 

For the full-color archive of our 

newsletters, visit our website: 

SaintGeorgeInSD.com 

 

Please, help us spread the 
word about our Church School! 

If you know anyone with school 
age kids, share our newsletter 

with them! 

 

 
 

Let us know of your children’s 
achievements, special awards, and 
recognitions, in school and other-
wise. 

We would love to share 
their accomplishments in a 

special feature. 


