
Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, 
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, is com-
memorated on December 19th.  
 
This glorious saint, celebrated even 
today throughout the entire world, 
was the only son of his eminent and 
wealthy parents, Theophanes and 
Nona, citizens of the city of Patara in 
Lycia.     

As a priest in Patara, he was known 
for his charity, even though he care-
fully concealed his charitable works, 
fulfilling the words of the Lord: Let 

not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth (Matthew 6:3).  

In old age he became ill for a 
short time and entered into the 
rest of the Lord, after a life full of 
labor and very fruitful toil, to 
rejoice eternally in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, continuing to help the 
faithful on earth by his miracles 
and to glorify his God.  
 
He entered into rest on December 
6, 343. 

About Saint Nicholas 

The aim of  education in the Orthodox Church 
 

     The aim of education in the Ortho-
dox Church is “to nurture, instruct, and 
direct each member of the community of 
faith – the Church – in Christian living.  

Orthodox Christian writers typically call 
this living the life in Christ, so that each 
person grows ‘in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ’ (2 Peter 3:18) and become ‘a par-
taker of the divine nature’ (2 Peter 1:4).  

Alternately stated, the goal of … catech-
esis is for each person to become an icon, 
a living image of God, a person who lives 
in continual fellowship – communion – 
with God, reflecting a particular way – 
the Christ-like way – of knowing and 
living in the world.” (A. Vrame, The Ed-
ucating Icon, 1999, p. 63).  

This vision of education involves acquir-
ing information but also involves living 

according to the precepts of that infor-
mation.  

The real curriculum for learning the 
Orthodox Faith is the life of the 
Church as experienced in a dynamic, 
faith-filled parish.  

Our education in faith is a lifelong 
journey.  

No Church school curriculum can in-
clude or teach everything. Any series of 
published textbooks is merely the first 
step of learning.  

Even in the best series, the authors, 
editors, and publishers make choices 
about what they believe most valuable 
for learners to achieve in a certain 
timeframe.  
Adopted from: www.goarch.org 
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(Picture: Karolina with her family) 

Prayer Before Lessons 

 
Most gracious Lord! Send down 
upon us the grace of Thy Holy 
Spirit to grant us intelligence and 
strengthen the powers of our 
soul, that we may attend to the 
instruction given us, and grow up 
to glorify Thee, our Creator, to 
gladden our parents, and to serve 
the Church and our people. 

Prayer After Lessons 

 
We thank Thee, our Creator, 
that Thou hast granted us Thy 
grace to attend to this instruc-
tion. Bless our parents and 

teachers who are leading us to 
knowledge of good, and grant us 
energy and strength to persevere 

in our studies.      

 

 

Feel free to visit our classroom 
and see how our students are 

doing! 

   Sunday School Student Profile  

 

Karolina Eva Sedy, daughter of Ana 
and John and sister of Milan.  She is 5 
1/2 years old and began kindergarten 
this year.  Her family Slava is Sveti 
Nikola.  She likes swimming and read-
ing and kolo dancing. 

     Group 1: 

Book Used:  

A Way of Life, Introducing Your Child to 

the Orthodox Faith 

 

December Lessons:  

The Pre-Schooler in Church Series, e.g. Divine 
Liturgy (small entrance, Gospel reading, great 

entrance, etc.) 

Major Saints Your Child Should Meet 

           

Many thanks to the kids and their teacher, Anne Bris-
coe and Ana Miletic-Sedy for spearheading such a 

worthwhile lessons and activities! 

 

Group II: 

    Book Used:  

Sharing God’s World, Living Our Orthodox 

Faith 

 

December Lessons: 

The Holy Spirit Gives Us Courage  

The Holy Spirit Helps Us to Love Others 

Families Share Love 

 

Many thanks to the kids and their teacher, Protinica 
Lisa Krsic and Anastasija Krsic for spearheading such 

a worthwhile lessons and activities! 

Let us celebrate our 
Orthodox Faith by participating in 

the Educational Programs of our Pairsh! 
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Classroom Highlights 

December 

Birthday
s: 

 

Nikolaj Krsic (24
th) 

 

God Grant Him Many Years! 

»Fall-O-Christ« 
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Youth Group 

 
Young Adult Group 

 

 

 

      During the reign of the Em-
peror Theophilus, the city of 
Constantinople was visited by 
earthquakes for almost four 
months. The Emperor, the Pa-
triarch Proclus, and the people 
joined in a barefoot procession 
to make prayer to God for their 

safety.  

     While they were gathered, 
the tremors increased dramati-
cally, and a young boy was taken 
up into the sky in the sight of 
the people, who fearfully cried 
out: “Kyrie eleison!” (Lord, have 

Mercy!)  

     When the boy came down 
from the heavens, he said that 
he had been among choirs of 
Angels who sang: “Holy God, Ho-

ly Mighty, Holy Immortal, have 
mercy on us!” and that a voice 
had commanded him to tell the 
Patriarch that the people should 
make supplication to God in this 

way. 

     The Patriarch instructed the 
people to chant this hymn, 
whereupon the ground stopped 

shaking and the child died. 

     The Empress Pulcheria asked 
the Patriarch to order that this 
hymn be chanted henceforth in 
the Divine Liturgy, as it still is 

today.  

Holy God, 

Holy Mighty, 

Holy Immortal, 

Have Mercy on 
Us! 

For Parents’ consideration: 

 

     Educating your children 
means that you must be edu-
cated in the Faith yourself.    

 

     This is the parents’ respon-
sibility.  Immerse yourself in 
the life of the Church.   

 

      

 

Send us your ques-

tions? 

FrBratso@sbcglobal.net    

     Worship and pray in as 
many of the Divine Services as 
possible, attend adult educa-
tion classes, read the Holy 
Scripture, and consult the 
commentaries and sermons on 
the Scripture by the Holy Fa-
thers.  

Looking Ahead 

Gingerbread House Project  

December 15, 2013 

 Alternative Thinking 

    October 31 is when all of 

America celebrates Hallo-

ween.  

Though its candy galore and 

masquerades are tempting, 

please, pause for a moment 

and consider what our Holy 

Church celebrates on this 

day—Holy Evangelist Luke 

and Serbian Saint Peter of 

Cetinje (TSE-tee-nye). 

Look up their lives online 

www.westsrbdio.org  

Page 3 

 

    Read about saints, in the 
December issue of the Path 
of Orthodoxy, the official 
publication of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church in North 
and South America: 
 

http://serborth.org/files/
December2013Path-.pdf 

(pg. 6 & 7) 

For Our Teens 



From the Church Fathers 
     “Children, I beseech you to correct your hearts and thoughts, so that you may be pleasing to God. Consider that although we may reckon our-selves to be righteous and frequently succeed in deceiving men, we can conceal nothing from God.  

Let us therefore strive to preserve the holiness of our souls and to guard the purity of our bodies with all fervor. Ye are the temple of God, says the di-vine Apostle Paul; If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy.” 

– St. Nicholas of Myra, The Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints by St. Demetrius of Rostov 

 
Glowing spirit, pure heart,  
He was a temple of the Living 
God; 
For this the people glorify him 
As a wondrous saint. 
 
Nicholas, rich in glory, 
Loves those who honor him as 
their ``Krsna Slava''; 
Before the throne of the eternal 
God, 
He prays for their good. 
 
O Nicholas, bless us, 
Bless your people 
Who, before God and before you, 
Humbly stand in prayer. 

 

 

Holy Father Nicholas, 
The four corners of the world 
glorify you 
As a knight of the powerful 
Faith, 
The Faith of God, the true 
Faith. 
 
From the cradle he was devoted 
to God,  
From the cradle until the end; 
And God glorified him- 
His faithful Nicholas. 
 
Famous was he throughout his 
life, 
And even more renowned after 
death; 
Mighty on earth was he, 
And even more mighty is he in 
heaven. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, 

Archbishop of Myra in Lycia 

Saint George  

Serbian Orthodox Church 

3025 Denver Street, San Diego, CA 

92117 

Fr. Bratso Krsic,  

Parish priest 

FrBratso@sbcglobal.net 
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St. George Church School 

Newsletter is a monthly publication 

For the full-color archive of our 

newsletters, visit our website: 

SaintGeorgeInSD.com 

 

Please, help us spread the 
word about our Church School! 

If you know anyone with school 
age kids, share our newsletter 

with them! 

 

 
 

Let us know of your children’s 
achievements, special awards, and 
recognitions, in school and other-
wise. 

We would love to share 
their accomplishments in a 

special feature. 


