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Introduction 

 
Thank you for your interest in St. Nikolai of Zicha Oratorical Festival 2013.  We 

are happy to provide you with the information that will guide you in this spiritual journey 

and that will enrich your life as an Orthodox Christian teen. 

 

Please read all instructions carefully.  If after reading everything you have any 

questions, we suggest you contact your local parish priest or the Director of Christian 

Education Department, Fr. Bratso Krsic, at 619-316-2362 or FrBratso@sbcglobal.net. 

May our Lord bless you and guide you in this blessed endeavor! 

 

What is St. Nikolai of Zicha Oratorical Festival? 
 

St. Nicholai of Zicha Oratorical Festival is a triennial oratorical contest in which 

the youth of the Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America, ages 14-18, are 

given the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of the Orthodox faith, their writing 

and oratorical skills in the English language. 

 

Is this the first Oratorical Festival? 
 

St. Nikolai of Zicha Oratorical Festival 2013 is the third contest for the Western 

American Diocese.  The first took place in San Gabriel (at diocesan level) in 2006 and 

later in Detroit (at the Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America level) 

where each diocese of the Serbian Orthodox Church was represented by one oratorical 

festival delegate. The second contest took place in San Marcos (at diocesan level) in 2009 

and then in Canton, Ohio (at the Serbian Orthodox Church in North and South America 

level) where each diocese of the Serbian Orthodox Church was represented by one 

oratorical festival delegate.   

 

Where do I submit my entry? 

 

Please submit your entry text as a Microsoft Word document and e-mail it to Protinica 

Sandra Ceko, our diocesan secretary, at secretary.westsrbdio@gmail.com no later 

than August 15
th

, 2013.   

 

Also, we ask you to submit a brief personal résumé (including full name, age, 

parish, and city, grade in school, church school, and civic activities, awards, future 

vocational goals or plans, etc.) and the “Permission to Travel” form.  The forms are 

included at the end of this section. 

 

Whom do I contact for additional information?  

 

Please contact our diocesan coordinator—Fr. Bratso Krsic, the Director of the 

Diocesan Department of Christian Education.  His contact information is: ph. 619-316-

2362; e-mail: FrBratso@sbcglobal.net. 

 

mailto:secretary.westsrbdio@gmail.com
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Additional information 

 

1. The written text of your oration will be judged by the following criteria: 

development of  theme, subject adherence, overall organization of the text, language 

usage, grammar and creativity. 

 

 

2. The length of your written text should not be more than 1100 words or 10 minutes 

of oration.  The text can be anywhere from 600 – 1100 words or 6 to 10 minutes of 

oration. 

 

3. We recommend that you memorize a great portion of your oration.  This will help 

you to look at your audience during the oration. 

 

4. The body of your text should be well developed, i.e. your opening statement 

should be strong; the main body of your text should have the theme well developed, and 

the conclusion should be strong and clear to your audience that you have finished your 

oration.  

 

More information for the written text: 

 

1. All contestants must be communicants in a parish or mission of the Serbian 

Orthodox Church in North and South America. 

2. Each contestant must currently be a freshman, sophomore, junior or senior in 

High School. 

3. Text must be typewritten - double-spaced, using 8 ½ x 11 paper. Participants must 

submit their entry text in Microsoft Word document and e-mail it by August 15
th

, 

2013, to Protinica Sandra Ceko, our diocesan secretary, at 

secretary.westsrbdio@gmail.com. No paper will be accepted after August 15
th

, 

2013.   

4. Your entry should include a brief personal résumé (including full name, age, 

parish, and city, grade in school, church school, and civic activities, awards, 

future vocational goals or plans, etc.) using the form at the end of this document. 

5. The “Permission to Travel” form must also be submitted with the written text. A 

written authorization form from his/her parents gives the finalist permission to 

travel to the Diocesan Annual Assembly in Alhambra, California, August 30 

through September 1
st
, 2013, and if the finalist takes first place during our 

Diocesan oratorical competition, he/she will attend the National Youth 

Conference and the National Oratorical Festival. The Permission to Travel form 

appears at the end of this section.   

6. Please, keep in mind that if chosen to be a finalist (only three finalist will be 

chosen for our Western American Diocese; the winner from this competition will 

go to represent our diocese for the National Oratorical Festival 2014).  Our 

diocesan oratorical competition will take place during the Diocesan Days and 

Annual Diocesan Assembly that is scheduled to take place in Alhambra, 

mailto:secretary.westsrbdio@gmail.com
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California, at St. Steven’s Serbian Orthodox Church on Saturday, August 31st, 

2013.   

 

For Finalists (Only three finalists from our diocese) 

 

An important note to finalists: 

 

1. In writing your oration, please keep in mind that there is a time limit on the 

actually presentation.  

2. Times limits are: 

                                     Minimum                Maximum                  Leeway 

High School Division: 6 minutes              10 minutes                   30 seconds 

 

If the orator speaks BEYOND the leeway time, nine (9) points, divided amongst 

the three judges, will be deducted from his/her final score. An additional nine (9) points 

will be deducted each time that leeway is exceeded. 

 

In the oral presentation: 

 

1. Only gestures, intonation, eye contact, and other methods of physical communication 

can be utilized. Props and costumes are not allowed. 

 

2. Since the oration is a speech, not a sermon, contestants are not to use the opening: “In 

the name of the Father…” 
 

Festival Theme 

2013 ORATORICAL FESTIVAL  

 
 

Theme: “BY THIS SIGN YOU WILL TRIUMPH” 

St. Constantine the Great and the 1700
th

 Anniversary of the Edict of Milan (313-2013). 

 

 
 

Introduction and Guide 

 

       In 2013, our Holy Church commemorates 1700 years of the Edict of Milan. The 

Edict of Milan was a declaration issued in 313 by Emperor Constantine the Great (272-

337 AD) that legalized all religions within the Roman Empire, but was especially 

intended to legalize Christianity. Paganism, the official religion of the Empire and 
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particularly of the army, was disestablished as such, and property which had previously 

been confiscated from Christians was returned. The Edict followed St. Constantine’s  

conversion of his entire army prior to the Battle of Milvian Bridge in 311, after which he 

gained control of the western portion of the Empire. Before this decisive battle, St. 

Constantine saw the sign of the cross (or a Chi Rho emblem) in the sky, under which was 

written: in hoc signo vinces ( “in this sign you will triumph”). 

                          

                                                                
                          

 

The Edict of Milan marked the end of the three-century long persecution of 

Christians. Soon afterwards, the Christian faith—faith in Christ crucified and resurrected, 

the Suffering Servant and Triumphant Savior of the world, would become dominant. 

 

      St. Constantine the Great, together with his mother St. Helen, who found the Precious 

Cross, are celebrated as saints of the Church. Constantine was born in the ancient city of 

Naissus, which is located near modern-day Niš in Serbia. As first Christian Emperor, he 

founded the great Christian city of Constantinople He was also a great patron of the 

Church and Orthodoxy.  

 

       The voice he heard before the Battle of Milvian Bridge, his victory in the battle, the 

freedom of faith he granted, as well as the lives of all those suffering Christians, whose 

supporter St. Constantine became, inspires us to think what it really means to be 

tolerant, to be patient, to be enduring, and to be thankful; what it really means to have 

faith, to have peace, to have freedom, and to have power; and what it really means to 

respect, to love, to live, and to triumph. 

 

Suggested bibliography for essay research: 

 

1. Orthodox Study Bible: Ancient Christianity Speaks to Today’s World, St. 

Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology, 2008. 

2. Communique Regarding Edict of Milan, Attached 

3. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia  

4. Eusebius, The Conversion of Constantine 

5. Florovsky, George Christianity and Culture, Volume II in the Collected Works of 

George Florovsky. Massachusettes: Nordland Publishing Company, 1974. 

6. Schaff, Philip History of the Christian Church, Volume III, Nicene and Post-

Nicene Christianity AD 311-600. Michigan:WM B Eerdmans Publishing 

Company,1994. 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Sign_of_the_cross
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7. Sherrard, Philip The Greek East and the Latin West: A Study in the Christian 

Tradition. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992. 

8. Schmemann, Alexander The Historical Road of Eastern Orthodoxy. New York: 

St. Vladimirs Seminary Press, 2003. 

9. Vasiliev, AA History of the Byzantine Empire, Volume 1 324-1453. Wisconsin: 

The University of Wisconsin Press, 1952. 

10. Ware, Timothy The Orthodox Church. New York: Penguin Books, 1964. 
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PARTICIPANT’S RÉSUMÉ 

 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

               ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Age: __________ Email address: ________________________________________ 

 

Parish/City: _________________________________________________________ 

 

School Grade: (Entering upcoming Fall)___________________________________ 

 

Awards: ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

Future Vocational Goals/Plans: _________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________________ 

Activities (Church/School/Civic): _______________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________ 

             ___________________________________________________________ 
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PERMISSION TO TRAVEL 

 
 

(High School Division Entrants Only) 

 

 
I, _________________________________________________, give my permission for 

(Parent/guardian name) 

 

 

_________________________________________________ to attend the Diocesan Days  

 

 

Celebration 2013 at St. Steven’s Cathedral in Alhambra, California, in the event he/she is  

 

 

selected as one of three finalist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

(Parent/guardian signature) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


